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general ecology-, including floral and faunal associations, soil 
groups and general concli tions will be rr.ade as opportunity offers. 

SAA.LS --
The finding of' a baby seal on the rocks near Fish Market 

Jetty, Fremantle, on December 28 wight rewind inspectors of the 
request published in a p1~evious issue of this Bulletin for reports 
on sightings of seals around our coast. Sta.ff might recall that at 
the annual con:forenco it was agreed. that iJhotographs and diagrams 
of fur and hair seals W'.)dd be supplied to all de1Jartme ntal 
inspc ct ors to assist in ... the ·identification of tho difi'erent 
species. Photographs· have not been obtained but the following 
information and sketches sho!J]_d be of assistance to insp0ctors in 
identifying any seals sighted. 

As far as is kno,,m, th~ only seals which are endemic to 
r:estern Australian coastal ,,raters af0 members of the family of earecl 
seals, ~riidae, which . includes the hair seals and tho fur seals. 
Untrained observers have long confused fur seals with hair seals 
due to their si1:1ilarities in size· and colouration • 

. Perhaps the bost means of distinguishing between the 
hair seal and tho fur seal, or the I sea 1 ion' e.nd the I sea bear' , 
as they arc also known, is by tho diff0rences in their hind 
flippers or foot. The first and fifth toos of the hair seal 
are longer than the second, third 4nd fourth, while the nails 
roach the fr0e od.;o of the webbing b3tweon toes, as illustrated 
011 page 12. In the fur seal the toes on the hind flippers are 
all CTore or less · of tho same length while the nails are pl c.oed 
very much farther back from the ti9s of the toes. Both the hair 
and the fur seal arc abl.~. tq use their hind flippers in moving 
about on land. 

In tho family of true seals, fhocidac, two genera occasion­
ally occur in out' waters • . The true seals can bo distinguished from 
tho r,ireceding group by their ont,iro lack of external ears. 
Additionally, tho ir hind fl ippors cannot be turned for,,,-ard and arc 
not used in terrestri.11 movenont. Furthormoro, in the water they 
rise so that just thoir hoad· protruclos beyond tho surface and then 
they sink backwards. Tho oared seals, after surfacing, dive 
forward. The members of tho family -of true seals vrhich might be 
encountorod. in our waters include the Antarctic brooding Weddell's 
Seal and tho Leopard Seal, which ranges over tho Southern Ocean 
generally. 'rho latter may be further distinguished by its 
elongated. body, ,;,rhich givos it a fine appearance, and it is one 
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Left hind flipper (pes) 

of Hair Seal (Sea lion). 

~ j -· 

Left hind flipper (pes) · 

of Fur Seal (Sea bear). 
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seal whose colouration is of assistance in identification. It 
has white blotches and black spots over its generally ash-grey 
body. It is exceedingly agile and ferocious and no attempt 
to handle it should be made. 

SCARCITY OF CRABS ---·------
1961 appe ors as if' it will be a poor season for 

crabbers. Re~Jorts coming to hand indicate that it is probably 
the worst year on record. At least at the moment crabs appear to 
be scarce or non-existent everywhere in the Swan River. Profession­
al fishermen are averaging only about 35-~0 lb. of crabs each for 

· a whole night I s work. At Bunbury too there is a very poor season. 
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