
occurred. It was vital, he said, that the pots be dropped off 
as soon as poss:;.ble for the safety of the boat and her crew. The 
collision with the "Linda", he said, had occurred when both 
vessels were racing for the same pots, and he maintained that 
he had no intention of ramming be cause to do so would have 
endangered his own boat as well. Finding don Hartog guilty, 
Stipendiary Magistrate K.A. Philp said that there was no doubt 
in his mind that den Hartog had deliberately tried to ram the 
"Linda" and, after the first glancing blow was struck, had 
circled around for another attempt. He convicted den Hartog 
on both counts, fining him £100 on each. Costs totalling 
£32. 10. 0 wore allowed against the defendant. The Magistrate 
also ordered the confiscation of the l:-1 craypots seized. These 
were valued at between £500 and £600. 

NOR I WEST SELLS CH.A.SER 

The Nor 1iffest Whaling Company .Ltd., of Carne.rvon, has 
announced that it has sold the whale chaser "Minilya" to the 
Cheyne B·eacih Whaling Company, of Albany. The price has ¥t been 
disclosed. 

M_C_K qg' LIFEBOAT BLAMED FOR DEATHS 

The City Coroner, Mr. R.P. Rodriguez, adjured owners 
and skippers of fishing boats to adhere strictly to regulations 
prescribing the type of equipment to be carried. He said this 
last month during the inquest into the cause of doath of the 
skipper, Mr. J. Roberts, and crew member P. Hind, of tho fishing 
boat "Linda" which foundered on a roof near the mouth of tho 
Moore River on·october 21. 

Skippers of departmental vessels concerned .are 
reminded that they, too, must comply with the regulations and 
not leave port without proper equipment. 

By the illiddle of February, what appeared to be an outbreak 
of botulism was decimating tho population bf ducks and swans and 
other aquatic birds on Lake Monger, Wost Loederville. As we 
mentioned last month, towards the end of most summers, considerable 
numbers of water-birds, waders and shore birds become affected 
and many die. This year, the incidence of the disease seemed 
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to arise much earlier than in.previous years. It was estimated 
that something lilce 300 ducks, swans and coot ;died in a fortnight 
at Lake Monger alone. Many sick birds were -icked up, the 
majority of which have been cared for by -Miss L. Nicholls, 
Technical Assistant, Wildlife Survey Section, C.S.I.R.O. Residents 
around the lake have also looked after many others. A large 
number of specimens have been taken to the microbiological 
laboratories at the Royal Perth Hospital whore Professor N. Stanley 
is continuing the studies recorded in the last issuo of this Bulletin. 

"NIOBE QUEEN" REPAI~ 

A faint radio message picked up at Geraldton on February 
21 reported that the 1+5-foot 11Niobe Queen", owned by Tropical 
Traders Limited, was drifting helplessly north of the Abrolhos 
Islands. A relief boat, the "William Sumpton", set out and reached 
the "Niobe Queen" on the evening of the foll owing day and towed 
her back to Geraldton. Repairs to her defective engine were quickly 
effected and she was back in the water on February 23. 

FI SH PRO£~G li.T SHARK BAY. 

Mr. George Powell, manager of Engineer and Marine Services 
pty. Ltd., advised recently that his Company would this month market 
a comprehensive range of consumer packs of fish put up at its 
Shark Bay plant. Mr. Powell said that a strong advertising campaign 
would be inaugurated to launch the product, which he described as a 
most .attractive vacuum pack in laminated plastic. 

MIND THOSE OUT:§QA_!ill.§ 

The need to · exerciso care when handling outboard motors 
at sea is dravm to the attention of all members of the staff who 
might use them. Al though all the Department's outboards are 
insured under an "all risks 11 policy, it cloes not cover their loss 
when caused by dropping the motor overboard, or its falling into the 
½~ter because it has not been affixed properly to tho boat. 

OUTSTATION OFFICES 

Plans have been drawn for the building of a new 
district office at -Geraldton. Based very largely on the new 
Perth district inspectors' office on the bank of the Swan River 
at Victoria Park, it will be erected adjacent to the new fishermen's 
wharf at the West End. 


