
A suggostio::: w,,:s rn2, d_c, t ba t, c.s tho r oa,l C i:WfJO of tho 
mortality had been dctcrmin.sd t !1-J oponi·ng dnto of' th8 sec.son could 
be brought forv1aJ_~d again t o E,11~ch 1. Bearing in mind its simul­
t a ne .ous r e commond 2.t ion -c i12 -t 8. closo s 8aoon bo introduced fro n! 
August 15 to November 14 throughout tho c:•,r ea , the C ommi t t oo agrood 
to support th-3 suggestion, 2nci. -c '. 10 o ,e,.1 L110 clatu vra s in 1960 brought 
forward to March 1. At tho t:1eoting of tho Committee l a tor t llat year, 
fishe rmen gav o evidonco t he. t ,;;arly s ,:l ,:.son mortality in 1 960 had bo on 
negligibl e a1-id r ocommondod t ha t t ho 1961 s oo,son a gain open on March 1. 
This r e cornmendat on '.71:W ac;E,in a ccep t e d. This y8ar, '.,o·,iuver, start-­
of-s0a son mortali t7 ha s been t i gh, both in holchnc; crates and on 
ca rrier-boa ts, des pite t ho p r 0vonti on of :pre-s -:oas on f ishing . Inspec­
tor Ao_T o Pea rce re_;_Jorts -chr. t 8ofo of fishor mon at tho Abrolhos this 
year favour delt1.7 ing tho opon :i_ nc; of thG s oc.s on next year lmtil 
March _15. LossDs, ho vrritos , havo bo e n a s high as 33s% in tho cro.tes. 
Tho ::;e lossos will bo kept in mind Vihen tho .!~dvisoTy Co:,1r.1ittoo t o.. kos 
evidence on crayfishir,g and ot:.,0:r matters i11 Goraldton latcn~ t his 
year. 

_ Reports corning to hand in April r cforr 0d to tho go od catchos 
of crayfish, notwithstandin6 bad noa ther oncountorod boforo anc1. after 
the Easter holidays. 

REPO}TSOI-7 AB_ROLHOS __ FAU~ 

Some intere sting netos h c.v-o boon r oco j_vecl from Inspectors 
who, as r0portod above , · '.Jr(J st&.tionocl at t h;; Abrolhos to p olice 
t ho final day s of t h -_, close s u o, sona I nsDo ctor G.D. E ouston s aid that 
on Fobrua:rJ 25 ho carr i e d out a .foot patrol on East Wal la.bi Island. 
Species of birds obsorvod during tho ~,atrol included rrhitG -broast0d and 
rod-backed seas e a gl es , small fl or.ks of turns tonva, rod-capped dottorols 
and black-ta iled godwits. I-:ir. Houston added thi.:. t all tho walla bies he 
had so on appeared to bo in go od condition. The s o :::.ni mals arc an intoro­
ting island i''orT!l of tar.'lmar. 

Writing from tho South;:; rn ·g:-oup, Cade t Inspsctor :a .• cT. Emory 
said thl t on Fol:,ruar-J 23 ho ho,d si g~,_tocl ap--Jroximato l y 1, 000 mutton 
bir ds at their roolrnry on the southern end of ?olsart (Long) IsLmcl... 
Mr. Eme ry a lso_ listed tho Sl) :Jci:.::s a nd numb_ors of rosic7.,mt 15ir·ds a t 
difforont islan:ls. Rof0 rring to f ish ho r o ,)ortod that foH mull0t wo r~ 
sighted and only a f :,N snapp ,)r. Loc ,11 fishe r me n tol cl ll.L_ that t'horo 
wero not t h;; same quan t itius of sna pper 2.nd. j ,:;u f'ish as i n ·,Jr c v ious 
years, but · l a rgo schools o:f tuna a nd Spanish me.ckorol had bo on soon. 
They we r e s a i d to 1:::e about 1;i.uch oarl ior than i n other years. 

In tho Eastvt g;roup,1 whore Assistant Insp ector N .. K. rknry 
was sta tionod, l a rge numoors v_i:' sooty t :: rns, sil vor gulls a nd ;;Jiod 
cormorants wor o obso rvod, v.rith srn2-llor quc.nti t i o s of f a iry torns, some 
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pacific gulls, os11r oys a nd o,no l a r go soa oagl o . Mr. Henry a lso 
ma do t he int0r 0s ting oori1mont t ha t ho obse rve d t hr e0 seals, t no 
femal e s a nd E', largo mal o , ·Nh ich ho t hought woro fu:r s 0als. 

Wo wo uld a ·9pr ooia t o 1~cn urts o :{' a ny f'urtho r obse rva tions 
of s eals mado in tho Abrol h os as '."!O Yiould n ot oxpo c t fur s oa ls to 
be that f a r north. 

Sea- going sta f f are r oque s tod to chock a c;ain t ho ar t icle 
and di a gr ams published in tho ,Janua r y , 1961 , i ssue of ·chis Bulle tin 
which s ot out means of dist i n6uishing b ot vroon hair a nd f ur s oals. 

I MFDRT OF I•'AUNA 

Tho Iviini ~t er for Fishorios ha s app rovocl a 
by the Fa una .Prote cti on Adv i s ory Committee t hat , a s 
a uthority to i m;J ort s!:',all not be iss ue d in tho ca se 

r ocommo nda ti on 
•'- go ne raJ. rulo., 
or'"':- ·-r 

· ' :.·., 

( a ) amphi bi a n, rop t i l i a n or mammalian f a u ru:., and · 

(b) av i an f a una , oth(,r the.n phoa s o.nt ·s, pea c ocks, 
pa rrots s.nd canario s, oxcopt when it i s shoYm the.. t 
such i mx>rts a re f or approved scientific or zoolo6ical 
pur pos e s . Ot her exc ept i ons t o tho gom, ral rulo may be 
rnado unrlo r co r tain ciroumstancos , p rovide d tho c on­
ourrcnco of t he, Chie f Vor min Cont rol Off ice r i s also 
obtained. 

Tho r eas on Inor t ho i;-,1p os:i. t ior; of tho gono raJ. ban is to 
prevent, a s fa r a s ·; ossible , t ho a cclime.t isa tion of' a ny f urthe r spocios 
of exotic f a una in t his Sta to . I n r oa c hing its r oc ommonda t i on, Hhioh 
wa s subso quontly a ccep t od., tho Committoo was mindful of the disastrous 
effect of such acclimatise d an{mals a s rabbits, foxes, donkeys, ca m0ls, 
goldfinches a nd h ouse mico , to namo but a f ow. 

In r ocont mont hs ":J •::. r m:5. ssi on to i m; ort f r () Shwat or tortoise s 
for t he pot tra do ha s boon rofus od, vrhil :::: t ho Chief QuarantinQ Officer 
(Animals), acting unde r t ho a uthority of Commonwea lth l ogisla tion, has 
r of usod permission f or cor tain r op til os t o bo brought int o tho, Stato. 
Tho introduction of exotic ani mals f rom outside Aus t1:.alia is, of .cours e , 

· alr eady prevcmtod under oxistint; Common,:;eal t ll l arrn , but t h ose lavrs do 
not obtain in r ospoc t of i nt orsto.to movements. Many exotic birds a ro 
hold in aviarie s in t ho i;astor n Statos; tho ir i Dt r .oduction into this 
Sta t e f or avicul tura l purpos e s ;"Till 6o nor a lly be prohibi t od, al though 
exceptions migh t bo allowo d , as p rev i ously st a t od, if o. gr oonont is 
roachod · botwocn t h i s Dopartmont tho Agrict.ll t uro Protoctiqn Board ( ,\hich 
administe rs tho Ve r min :Act) (md r cpros (mtat ivos of avicuiturists. 


