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PARLIG

No fishing for pocarishell by forcign flcets will be pormit-
ted in the Testern Australian Division during the next throe ycars.
This is the substance of a letter rcceived by the Minister from theo
Iinister for rimary Industry in Canboerra (Mr. Adormann).

The Northern Torritory has, b~ a rceent proclamation, been
brought into linc with Westorn Australia and Qucensland by taking
such action as will dllow thc Torritory's Administation to centrol
pearling and pcarl-culturing in ferritorial watcrs, Hitherto the
Territory's territorial watcrs had not boon subjoet to such control.

A proess statement atiributcd to ¥r, Adcrmann states that
Japancse fleots will egaih be allowed to take a maximum of 415 tons
of shell from those Australian wators which have net been denicd to
them. There is a condition in the agrecment reached botween tho
Commonwsalth and Japancse Governments on the matter that no Japancse
vossel shall work within 40 milcs of the meinland or of any inhabited
igland. Last ycar only 384 tons of shell was fishcd by Japancse
lusgers. :

On pages 59 and 60 arc nublished tables showing details
of poarlshell production in the past fivi yoers. It is not non-
availability of shell which has produccd the downward trend, but
rather the falling-off in demend brought about by strong compctition
from plastics. '

BAUIA_PROTECTION ADVISORY COMMITTAE'S TCUR

Ted by the Cheirman (Mr. Fras;r), members of the Fauna
Protcetion Advisory Committoe last month tourcd arcas in the Great
Southsrn and the South-Test. [In add.tion to the Chairman, lMcssrs.
JeB. Higham and £,H. Robinson and the §cerctery, e HoB. Shugg, part-
icipatcd in the full tour while Drs. W.DeL. Ride and.f,R. Main returnod
~to Perth aftor the first day,

A bricf visit was made to two timbor rcscrves and an "A®
class rocrcational rcscrve about 14 miles north-west of Pingelly.
Boyagin Rock, which is contecined within tho "A" class rescrve, ac-
tuzlly consists of two colossal rocks - that on the northorn side
being barc whilc that on the south is vegotated with shrubs and a
spceics of mallec, The last-named proved to be a most attractive
speeics, Bucalyptus cucsia, a pink-flowercd troe which had not pro-
viously bocn recorded wost of Koellerberrin, Tho country surround%ng
th: rocks is very rough and wild-with latcrito brecakaways on tho™

+hills and huge granitc boulders in the vallcys. Thore arc in tho arca
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some very densc stands of prickly poison, while closc to the rock
scratches, probably by possums,; werc sightcd on o young marri ncar
a pool., Dr. Main, who has sincc revisited the arca, confirmod
carlicr roports +that tammar cxisit and may be plentiful on this
rescrve. It was agreed that the roscrves should be revisited and
intensive collcctions mede of their flora and fauna.

An insocction was made of rescrve 25555 at dast Pingelly,
This rcserve, which conta about 3,000 acres, is gencerally agroed
as being the lecading one in Western Australia. as fer as mammals
arc conccrned. Spoeics colleeted or wcliably rovorted to occur on
this rescrve include groy kangaroo,” brush kangaroo (or brush wall-
aby), numbat, wambenger, woillic, tammar, quenda and chudich (nativo
cat). Dr. Main pointed out areas of regenerating casuaring and box
poison which, he said, wds favourcd habitat for tammer and woillics.
Scratchings of woillics and quoendas werc scen to be most commen. Mom-
bers were also amazoed at the number of tracks of small marsupials
which crosscd a firc-brealk into a privetely-owned naddock which had
been clearcd and oropned. This was visual ovidence that ths popu-
lation of small macropods in the rosorve was surprisingly largca
A distimet cvent for the party was thu sighting of two mallce hons
in the north=castcin scetion oif the roscrve.

@

The noxt dey, the mombers of the Committee were oscorted
through the Dryandra-Congclin resorves Py the forestor in charge of
the Dryandra State Forust, lir, Je Curric. This country is tho best
stronghold in the State for that attractive marsupial ant-cater,
the numbat, whost prooscr conscrvation demands that all this arca bo
rcteincd in its woodland state, The rescrves contain somc cxeccllent
scctions of wandoo forcust, iucludiig both the truc wandoo and pow-
der-bark wandoo.

In the aftcrnoon the Committec met represontatives of the
West Arthur Road Board and the Lake Teworrinning Develonment Com—
mitteo at Leke Towcrrinning, hoar ludisrrup, Mombers werce pleascd to
mcet also lir.e J.R. Schinzig, ‘lonorary warden, who is well known to
somc of our insnccvors and a great worker for the Dovartment in the
arca, The Committee was told that the Poard, which owns a fow acres
of adjoinins land and has creoted amcnitics on it; had no control over
swimmers using the Lake during regattas, nor of mestricting. the move-
mont. of the »ublic at loarge between the reeorcationel rescrve and the
wator's cdge. The nced to control the - ublic during rcgattas and to
provent shooting and gencrally supervising boating and other aquatic
activitics wadc it csscntial, the Chaimmar of the Board maintained,
for. the Committee to surrender its vosting order in favour of “the
Board, After discussions momburs were taken to the westorn side of
the Bake by Mr, Schinzig and shown wotland waterfowl breeding habitat.
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The represcntations made by the local authority ere to be discussed at
the next full mecting of the Confilttee and a decision conveyed to the
Board in due course,

At Bussclvon, the Committece met the lcader of & group of
ndholdors (Mr. Gavin MeGrogor) who had netitioncd the Ministor
r Londs that the Broadweter (which is an cphomeral lake surrounded
swaimpland to thc wost of Bussclton) be doclared a sanctuary for
una, Mr. McGrogor and his daughtvcr showed the party over that part

his property v ?ch‘surrounds the Droadvator and cxplainced his dif-
cultics. That cning, at a nublic m.cting called b~ the Busselton
ad Board, tho vicws of the landholders and of shootocrs and honorary

rdens vicre cxpresscd. The Director reminded the meosting that the

truc function of the Doportment was not to protect private property

as

such and that the opening of any arcas to shooting did not aue

‘Chorise shooters to trespasse. He thought from what the Committec had
scen of the Broadwator mcmbers would agrcee that the rescrved land
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thﬁ centre was too small to kccp as o sanctuary unlcss it were
creascd by surr-ounding landholders agroeing with the Minister to
cg th.ir land in its natural stote in porpetuity. Complaints

heving been made of the usoe of ﬁot—llrhts and the destruction of
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ticcs, the Director pointed out that policing the Act had its dif-

cultics. . The DbOmltlUQt cmnloyud only two reguler werdons and

5 compelled to rely very largely «n  onorary assistants. He said
at notices were of limited usc as they appcarcd to be ignored by
persons at whorn thoy wero SUuPlf_C&llj dircctod. MNr. Frascer

advised the mecting that the Dupartmont would write to the Board and

5C

¢z its considercd oninion before making eny firm rccommendation to

the ¥inister,

FTauna farm of Nr. 8.V
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The rcturn to Perth was intcrupted for a bricf call at the
W. Ecclostone, of Boyanup. lir. Ecclostonc cx-

aincd his plans to croatc a sa nctuar7 north of his cxisting aviarics

a 100-ccre paddock, fic had alrcady commcneccd the construction

a dem to provide watcr for the faune he hoped the Uopartment would
riit him to hold. Uir. Eocl@stone was adviscd that the matter would
considered at the next full mcecting of the Committec and a deoeision

conveyed. to him regarding the futurc dovelopment of his farm,



