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(¢) Western Australia expressed concern et the
possible spread of exotic aviary birds and
instanced the casce of the Java sparrow and
the potential risk to the ricc industry.
Confercnee therefore recommends that cach
Statc and Territory and the C.S.I.R.0 Wild~
life Survoy Scction cxamine the exotic
aviary bird position with e wvicw to sub-
mitting tc the confercnce scecretariat lists
of thosc spocies considered to present a
potoential threat to primary industry or
native fauna, together with a statement
as to the spocific potential »roblem, and
that this item be included in the next
Confurence agenda.

The Minister also accepted, in prineciple, the invitation
extended by Tasmania that the™iext Conference, which incidentally
will be known in futurc ag the Australian Fauna Authoritics Confercnce,
be held in Hobart. The next mocting of the Australian Waterfowl Com-
mittee, on which the Research Officer, Mr. Bowen, is this State's
reprcsentative, will be held in SyQncy.

SEASCH CLOSED

All insnpectors arc reminded that the open scasons for wild
duck and marron cach closed at midnight on April 30. The season for
wild ducks will not rc—open until the weckend preceding Christmas,
while the marron scason will not open until Januery 1, 1962. Tho
Minister drew the attention of the gencral public to thesce closures -
in & statement rocently roclcascd to the press and radio. He spcecific-
ally rcguested all inspectors, wardcns and honorary wardens to join
togethor in policing the close scasons which, he neointed out, were
the corner-stoncs of our conscrvation progremmes.

THAL VG

In the 1960 whaling scason, for the third ycar in succession,
Australia's cateh of humpback whales did not reach the quota fixed by
the Minister for Primary Indus ry in conjunction with the International
Whaling Commission, says Monthly Summary of Australian Conditions
(April 14, 1961) issucd by the National Bank of Australia Ltd. Between
May 29 and September 30, 1,525 humpback whales werc taken by stations
at lloreton Island (Q'ld5, Byron Boy (N.S.W.), Norfolk Island, Albeny
(W.A,), and Carnarvon (WeA.), against a quota of 1,850 humpbacks or
their equivalent,; which in itself waes much reduced from the 2080
allotted .in 1959 However, thc shortfall was caused entirely by ope-
rations on the wcst coast, whire stations worc able to catch less than
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two-thirds of the quota of 870 whales allottcd to thems, The catch
of sperm (toothed) whaloesy, which is not subject to quota restrictionms,
increased by 1Lk to 262 last ycar, all being taken from Albany.,

Whale oil,. which is used in the manufacturc of margarine,
waxes and ocandles, accounts for the major portion of the value of
output of the industry, and whalc-meal for cattle and meat for pet
food arc among the important by—products. The value of whale oil
and by-products has shown a dewaward trend in recent years, falling
from over £2,2m. in 1956 to about £1.4m. last yoar., Over the period,
production of oil decreascd from 102,400 barrels (6 varrcls = 1 ton)
to 73,300 barrcls, and prices have declined considerably.

Whale oil exports have b.cn fairly well maintained in rocent
years in terms of volume, fluctuating between 3m.and Lin. gallons a
year, but their value has declined. Yoarly carnings from 1954/55 to
1956/57 amounted to £9.5m. and rose to £1.7/m. in 1957/58, but there
was a sharp fall in the following ycar. In 1959/60, ex ort receipts
were only £893,000, and ‘the United Kingdom, which had in previous
yoars boen our best customer for this commodity, purchased but 9%
of our totval export. Germany, Sweden, Italy and the Netherlands have
been important buyers in rccont years and last financiel yeoar exports
to Germany were worth £508,000,

Sperm whaling opcrations were resumed by the Cheynes Beach
Whaling Co. at Albany, on liarch 23, with the taking of two whales by
the company's new chaser "Minilya", skippered by Captein Christensen.
A two-seater aircraft fitted with a radio will be uscd by thé Company
for whale spotting this scasom. Tt is & Cessna 105A high-wing, single-
engine monoplane of steel . construction. The plane will Dbe flown by
Mr, John Bell, an expericnced commercial pilot,

Although it will be some time before fimal figures are avail-
ablo, the directors of Nor'Wost Whaling Col.Ltd. expect thet it will be

revealecd that the Company suffered a small loss on last year's operations,

This Station (at Carnarvon) scoured only 442 of its quote of 750 hump—
backs last yean

This year's quotas have not yet been fixed,



