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( o) Wostorn Australia oxi)ressod concorn 2.t the 
possible spread of 0xotic aviary birds a nd 
instancocl tho c ,., so of the J ava a;pa rrow Emel 
the l) otc ntial risk t o tho rico industry. 
C onfor c nco t !, or ,.Yfor 0 r ocommends t he, t oach 
Sta t o c:md lorrito1~.t c,nd tho C. S.I.R.0 Wild­
lifo Survoy Soction oxamine th0 exotic 
avia r-y bird positi on ni th t, vio-.-v t o sub-
mi ttin6 t o tho c or11"0 r 0nce socrotaria t lists 
of thoso S;?0 cio s considc: r od to p r o sont a 
potontia l t hr oat to_ prima ry industry or 
na tive f a una , togothor v,'i th a sta to1mmt 
a s t o tho s,_,ocific pot ential p robl o;n, cmd 
tha t this i to 1Y! 1:,0 incl uclod in -i,;ho noxt 
Confur onco a ge 11da . 

The Minister also a ccoptod, in principle, tho invitation 
o:x:'Gonded by •rasmania thG.t tl~xt Confor e nco, which inciden t ally 
will bo knovm in futur -_j o.s' tho 1'.us t1·alian Fa una f.ut hori tios Conforonce, 
be hold in Hoba rt. Tho noxt ;-,100 ting of tho Australian Watorf owl Com­
mittee, on wh ich tho RG s oe.rch Off ice r , Mr. Barron, is this Sta to I s 
repre sentative, will bo ho l ci in Sytnoy. 

All ins ~1e ctors a 1·0 l'O rnindocl tha t the op0n s0 asons for wild 
chick a nd marron e a ch closed a t m:i.dn:t@;ht on April 30. Th0 season for 
1,irild du.oles will not ru-opon until the rrookend :pr e ceding Christmas, 
-.vhilo tho marron s eason nill no)~ . opon until J a nuary 1, 1962. Tho 
i\:iinistor drow the attention of tho gonoral public to tho s e closure s 
in a statomont r o ccmtly r ol oas od t o tho press and radio. Hu spe cific­
ally r e que ste d a ll inspectors, wa rdens o.nd. honor ary war dens t o join 
t o5otho r in policing tho_ cl ose, s oL1.sons ,.-,hioh, ho i_)ointod out, -v/Oro 
t ho cornor-stono s of ou r c onse rva tion p rogr2.rnm0s. 

WHJJ:i:IBTG-

In tho 1960· ·who.line; s or,son, f or tho t hird. y oar in succession, 
Austral i a 's catch of humpba ck wha l os did not r uach tho quota fixed by 
tho Minister for Pri ;na:ry Indu;3 ry in conjunct i on with tho International 
Whaling Commissi on, s ays Month,ly Surmn2F'L of Austra lian" Conditions 
(April 14, 1961) issu0d by-tho l1Ta tional Bank of Austra lia Ltd. Between 
May, _29 a nd Se ptember 30{ 1,525 humpba ck r,!_:ialos we r e t akon by stations 
at 1·i10reton Isl and ( Q1 ldJ, Byron Bay (N.S. v'l.), Norfolk Island, Albaey 
(w .A.), and Cnrno.rvou (w .A.), ago.inst n q:tota of 1,850 humpbacks or 
their equivalent,, which in i t s ol :f wa s much r e duced from the 2080 
allotted.in 1959c Howeve r, t !lo shortfall was oausod entirely by ope­
rations on the wost coa st, \;, ~1c r o sta tions Yroro abl o t o catch less ·than 
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two-thirds of tho quota of 870 whalos allotted to thorn. Tho catch 
of' sporra ( toothed.) whal (, S', Hhich is not subject to quota restrictions, 
increased by 1411- .to 282 l as t yoo.r, all bo:i.ng tako n from Albany . 

Vfual 0 oil,. which is usod in tho 1:1anuf'ac turo of margarine, 
vraxes a nd CG.ncllos, 0.ccounts fo r tho major ;)ortion ol tho ..,-aluo of 
output of cho industry, and ,_-_,}w.l o- r.18al for cattl e and r.1ca t for ::::,c t 
food arc amon0; tho im:)01·-cant by-products. Tho valuo of' v-1hal0 oil 
and by-products has shown o. dc·.'-"r.-JD.rcl trond in roco ;,t y oars, falling 
fro r:1 ovor £2. 2m. in 1956 to ab out {:1 .~.m. l as t yoar. Ovcn° tho poriod, 
production of' oil clecroasocl from 1 02, 1+00 barrols ( 6 barrols = 1 ton) 
to 713,300 1Jarrols, and. price s have duclinod considuro.bl;:,r. 

Whale oil exports have b -.e n f'airly woll 1mintc, in0d. in recent 
years in torms of volume, f'luctuating botwoon 3m.and 4rn. gallons a 
year, but thoir value ha s declined. Yoarl:;r earnings from 195L1-/55 to 
1956/57 amounted to £~. 5m. a nd rose to ,£1 ~ 'im. in 1957/58, 'imt there 
was a sharp fall in tho follo,-;ing yoar. In 1959/60, ox , art r oceipts 
v•rGr<:J only £893,000, and tho United Kingdom, which had in previous 
yol,rs boon our bost customer f'or this_ commodity, p urch2,sod but r;fo 
of' our total ozport. Gor□any, Swodon, I -taly a nd tho Nothorlands have 
boon i;;i;,ortant buyors in rucont y0,n·s ancl last financial yoar ox;Jorts 
to G-ormaey were worth £508,000. 

Sporm whaling oporr.,t:Lons wo ro r 0s u.mod by tho Cheynos Beach 
WhaL.ng Co. at Albany, on :fa.rch 23, -,vith tho taking oi' two whal os by 
the company's now cha ser "Minilya ", skippered by Cap t2.in Christensen. 
A two-soator air oraf't fittod v.fith a rc,dio wil l bo used by tho Company 
for nhale npotting this soason. It is c.. Cessna 105A high-wing, sing:J.i-e­
ongino monopl_ano of stool . ooEstruction. Tho plo.no will bo floi1m by 
Mr. John Bell, an expo rioricod oomh10rcial pilot. 

Al tho ugh i-t will bo aomo tirno b-:.,:foro final :figures a re avail­
able, the directors o·f Nor 11fhst Whaling Co.Ltd. expect that it · vrill be 
rovoal od that tho Company suffcrud a small loss on lctst year's operations. 
This Station (at Carna rvon) secured only 442 of its quote.:. of 750 hump­
backs last year. 

This yoo.r's quotas havo not yet boon fixod. 

From timo to t :Lmo staff TI1ombers havo boo,1 issue d ·aith rolJls of · 
film so 't hat · they might obta i n :,hoto6 r aphs for our library of' colour 
slides a nd black E,nd ·:vhitu films. It has bo on roco5nis0d that tho Dopart­
ment could not expect individuals to uso thoi:r .ovm _ca m0ras and .·oquiom13p.t 
to socuro official priotographs without some r o oom9ons0. Some time ago 
wo published details of an aTrangernont ontorod into with the W.A. Natu- · 
ralfutn' Club, whG1.;oby ono roll of 20 oxpoanros, of colour filri1 woro 


