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iR CROCODILES

o Undur the authority of the Minister for Fishcries,
Mr. Hutchinson, a press rcleasc hos bscn issued celling
attention to the protection afforded the smll freshwater

rocodile ¥nown 2s Johnsten's Crocodile. This reptile's
legal stotus was reviewed recently by the Faun: Protection
Advisory Committee which confirmed thot orctecticn should
be continved for thé¢ reasons set cut ip_thg nress release —
the text of which is reproduced hereunder:-—

"Despite the inhorent dislike' some poople iight
Jhave of all their kind, the sgell specics of freshwater
crocodiles Kknovin as Johnston's Crocodiles werc protected
Chief Warden of Fauno (Mre L.J. Frnspr) snid todoy., This
meant, kre Fraser, continued, that they —cre not to be
destroyod for sport or conner01hlly exploited,

"Theywere protccted, the Chief Warden cxplained,
because -

* being slow Lreeding animals, nartlcularly :
easy to. shoot and restricted to freshwater.
pocls and rivers, they could easily be .
extcrminated from limited arcas; o : L

i fhey were quite harmléss to man and were
tlnld creatures; :

% theJ were part of the biota and of porti-

“oular, scicntific intcrest as they were
'dooconded f 1rlj dlroctlj fro: dinosaurs;

“%® their ra ngc in 1ustra11a wos understood:
to be declining; probably as 2 result of
human'interfqrence'and predations

In recent Nonths, Mre Iroser'%dded the Department
hod received several reports that o con51ﬂor ble number
of thCSu harmless creatures were b"ln destroyed either
as a so- -called sport or for the value of their skins, He
reninded-all persons in the Kinber rley Division, to whioch
the species was limited, thot they should note carcfully
the protection @fforded these creaturcs as anyone who tock
them by anymeans for any purpose whatscsver, was liable to
prosccution unless he was in possession of a special scien-
tific license. The enly exception to this gencral rule
was that a native within the meaning of the Native Welfare
Act,. 1905-1960, was periitted to toke sufficient for his
family's fo&d but not for sale, barter, or exchange,"



