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FRESBY.'.i'...TER CROCODILES 
~ • L - ""'• . -- -. - . ~ 0 

Unc1or tho o,uthori ty of tho Ministor fo r FishoriGs, 
Mr. Hutchinson:, c:. lJress r olo :1.so h '.'.s bs on issuoc1 cc:.1lin6 
attention , to tho · prot:;_;ction ;.\ffo rdod thG sL1..,ll f'roshwo,tor 
croc,oclil 0 known o.,s J obn3t on I S Crocodile• '.I'his r optilo I S 
legal stc,tus wc,s rovio wea. r e cently l ,y th0 I':,L:11., ?rotoction 
/'1dvisory Com1,d. ttoe which coi1.f'irc:o cr ·the.: t ;:i:cotccti on should 
bo c ontinu8d for tho r o::~suns. sot out in tho_ p r oss :coloc:so 
the toxt of which is reproducqd horoui.1clor :-

"Dospi te tho inherent dislike· s ohl~- po oplo Lright 
have of e1ll their, .kind, tho su.tll sp9cios of froshwo..tor 
crocodil e s knovfi1 n, s Johnston' S Crocodiles VlG N protected, 
Chief ii!ardon of I11crnno., (idr.J.\. .• J. l ;i.0 1,s,or) s ciid todc;y. This 
mo:snt, lfr. Fraser. continued, tho., t thoy . · .. oro not 'to be 
destroyed for sport or cournercieclly exploitod. 

11They vrero protected, tho . Chief' 1:YCcrdon oxpl c.ine d, . 
bocecuse -

. ;;i being slow -~reeding a nimals, particularly 
eecsy to shoot and r es tricted t o freshwntor , 
P?O,l ,s c.,nd rill"ors, ·thoy. could Cl.[1Sily be 
extcrmino.fod fro!:l 1i1:1i·tocl 0, J'.'O o.s; 

· ·>:~ ·they y;0r0 qu-i to hnrlill·c S s t o E10..n a.nd Vv0 !'0 
timid croc.tures; 

· ,:, they ,/ere, pnrt of the biota. nnd of po.rti­
''. culn'r scientific into r e st :i,s . they wo re 

do,s, condeq. fecirly dire ctly ~r on dinoscmrs; 

,:, their r c.ngo in .i\ustralia was unclerstoocl 
to bo deplining; prob ably a s c, r osul t of 
hur,1a.n interfqronce o.nd proclcction~ 

Iii. r e cent months, Mr. Frnser o,,ddoc1, tho Dopci,rtment 
ho..d received several re.ports tha.t •Cy-. oonside rnble number 
of those ho.rrnlops crec.tures wore bo i ng tiostroyed either 
as [l, so-co.llod SDort or for tho viluo of their skins. He 
renindod 0 ecl1 :per-~ons in the Kinibe rloy Divisioil, to whioh 
tho spooios wo.s limited, that thoy shoul d note cC1.rofully 

. the lJrotoction afforded t ho so crec,turos 2.. s anyone who took 
thorn by nnyrnoans fer any purpose who.tsoovor, was liable to 
prosecution unless . he Wns in possession of o. special scien­
tific license. Tho cnly oxcoption to this general rule 
W'.l.S thnt a no.tive within tho r!le~ming of tho N.2 tive Welfare 
Act, 1 905-19,60, w2. s pon,i tted to tc.ko sufficiont for his 
fnmily' ·s fCQd but not for so.le, barter, or exchange." 


