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DRIFTING .TRE:t;S 

Iri tho ~inrch 1 961 issuo of this Bullotin, the rocovory 
of s l,mplos of wood fro El c. 6i cmt treEi w0.shJcl. ·.:,,shore a t North 
Point, oast of Al lxmy , vms r o ,orte d. 'f'.!o fc.. il u c1 to rec ord, 
howevor, tho..t ec t tho s o.me ti;;,o Ins ;' .: ct or ' J . ·Ti'L,ynor noticed 
o, sepnrnte l or:; on th~, :cocks G. few y o.r ci.s C\ '.H·'.1.Y. This log , ho 
said, c. .•:;ioc,roa. to hn.vo boon thc r o fo:c· c, v or-y 1 s ng t ir,10 but 
he took o, s .alll:,:i l o of it in ca s e it i:li::;ht b o o:f' i n t o rost. The 
sample of tho log o.l ong with those -;:ci,kon f 'r orn th8 tree wore 
forv;o,rded to Profossor H.N. Barber, of tho Bot 2- rry Dop2, rtmont 
of tho School of Genc::ro..l Studies in the Austro..licm N[:, tional 
University, Ca nborra. 

ll.dvi ·e ho.s ,1ow boon r ece ive d fr om Professor Bc.rber that the 
samples h[we b Gen identified by Hr. H.D. Ingle, of the Division of 
Forest i~oducts, C.S.I.R.O. It trcmspiros thn t tho l a rge tree was 
a member of. tho family of legur.1os o.nd belonbod t o tho go.nus 
Al.E._izzin or Sorianthos. Ifo snirl tho.t this 6roup of troos was . 
common throughout the tropics ,'.end had o.l so beon widoly plnntod, 
so it · .vc.s not possible ·t o etscertain its po · nt of origin. According 
to Mr. R.D. Royco, Officer-in-Charge, Boto.nicc,l Branch, Department 
of Agricul turo, throe species of .;:\1_pl_~zia havo boon re :JOrtod in 
this Stc,to but none of them a re bo;J.ievod to grow' to tho size of the 
Albany tree. '.I'he genus Al bizzio. is in thu snmo -greo. t fo.mily ; grovp 
as · ,.-mttles. So.r:1p1os •Jf tho troo 1'1or0 found to contain rno.rin0 borers 
but, al though they wo1~0 boinc; examined by tho Zoology Depnrtinent of 
the Univor ;:; ity of W.A., it seorns th2..t thoy 1..vill not nssist in pin
pointing tho treo 1 s pl a ce of origin. 

Professor Bctrbe r r10 nt on t o s ny , however, that tho . 'sa:i!ple 
from tho log proved t.'.) be much more intorost:Lng _tho.n thc, t fror;i 
the true. It wc,s identified by ~;ir. Ingle ci, s bo ing · de:fini tely o. 
South Americnn beech of the genus l!£_~1,of:::&us. Professor Ba rber 
advised that simile.er :rn od hnd b e en sent to hir.1 from Tas1;;cmia, 
Macg_uc·,rio Island, Tristnn do Cunho. nnd :3.outh CToorgio.. He added 
that the Al kmy spocimon, thoreforo, fi t.bc1 in nicely with tho 
knovm drift p a ttorn. 

Professor B'..~rbor· would bo intorostod to r 0 coive nddition2..l 
sampl e s nnd c1.etniJ.s of any further troos vrhich might bo wo.shod up 
along our .shores. 

ABIWLHOS CR.4.YFI SHERY 

On po.go 76 o. ro tables showin3 • the productio_n' of crayfish 
at Houtman Abrolhos during tho·first month of tho 1961 se ecson. 
For conpa rntivo ·•mr1)osos tho March, 1960, IJroduc.yjo:h is also shewn. 


