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~ii11ile the clifference in the sex-r-a tio of humpbacks 
caught thi c:; sec:.son cloes not appec,r to be significant 1 it is of' 
some inter-est to note that a slig11tly hi gher percentage of 
males has so far been takeno 

The Cheyne Beach V1/11c1. ling ' Coo 9 \Yhich took its first 
humpoaclc for this r:,e arrnn on J1..mc 5 1 completed its c1uot2 of -1 05 
on July -15 o Tl1:L8 ·vm G a great improvement in the rate of catch 
compared with :previous years o 

.C::.9BJlJ:J.lY/-l;'J;.I .91'L~Q.E _ .s.H QR.T:-:NJilC)~01L.J-;. QR'r.QI _pfl 

The following is tl1c text of an o.ddress given by 
the Fauna Protection Ofi'icer 9 :i,,11--. Ho3 o Shugg1 on July 20 7 during 
Tree Weeko Negotiations for the purchase of the land are still 
proceedingo 

"Yili thii1 25 mile• of wheI'e 1-ve sit theI'e exists a colony 
of anima ls which have lived on th:L s coc=rntal pla in for 
thousands of years, 1)erho.ps for hundr•eds of thousands 9 
01~ even million::'3o The;sr ho.ve come c1oi:m to ui3 1 relatively 
unchanged 1 from Ju1..,assic times some 300 million yea1"s ago 
when reptiles dominated the ear.tho From time immemorial 
they have dwelt here ;;,ret 9 within the next feYf yeal"S -
:perhaps even the next few months - they --.-rill l)e extinct 1 

unless Ym a1"e preJ?2,1 ... ed to make an ef:fort to so.ve themo 

'I.1he animal I a :11 talking about is the sho:rt-necked 
to1 ... ,toise, a creature which is lr...novm · sci en tifieally as 
P;Ejej].d¢I)1,Ydur~t _urnpri_l)..Qo Perhops you have never seen 01189 
or even heard of it, for it · i:-:; a retiring crcatu1"e and 
never makes a fucso They first became known to science 
about 4 839 ,vhen one turned up in the Vienna. Natural 
History Museumo It l)ore the-- cryptic label "Nova· 
Hollandia" o It probably came from the colo:ny of which 
L. have mentioned., for in thoce days \.Yes tern Australia 11vas 
commonly refe1"red to 2r~f --New ·Hollando 

Afte1 ... this one had been collected the tortoise re
tired into obscurity again for rriore than a . century, when 
a further specimen co.me to the knowledge of scienceo It 
was discovePed on exhibition :i:t the Perth Town Hall in 
the 4953 Wildlife Show~ 
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The :finding of' this specimen excited more inteI•est 
among locu:l enthusiac1ts but no moI'e .specimens were 
collected until the then recently appointed Director of. 
the Western A1.wt:r•alian Museum? Dr '.·i oDoLo Rj_de 9 per·suad-· 
ed nature advisory teacher Harry Butler to put his hand 
down a likely looking hole 2t Bullsbrook o.nc1 J?Ulled up 
the third . SJ)OCimen known to . scienceo 

This discovery brought its measure of :farn13 to the 
huntcr-s and inDpired come more detailed searching by 
naturalistso Up to this time almost nothing, was known 
of the animc.11 1 s-life history " No one knm:r wher•c to look 9 

or 1.rhen9 to find more o A Mr Philip 9 of the Germc::m 
Embass;y 9 a keen herpetolo c;iot 9 c'.:lught another by sinl: ing 
·tins in the groundo · Eventua1iy a tortoise fell into one 
cind naturally couldn't get onto A few more were :found 
before an event occurred from !~ich some keen naturalists 
have not yet recoveredo A yo1.mc; l ad;'/' on the sta:ff of the 
Museum led a ;3ma ll party to the spot wher·e she o.nd Dr 
Ride had :found the 18.st two specii·iiei1r:1 anc7. discover•ed u -
more tha n the totc1.l collected-1Jy ,:::. ll the exp01,ts combined~ 
The young lady was Miss :tea:~ Voll!]l .... echt , noF Mrs HoHo 
Thies) o Shci so~id tho. t the tortoi:::;ef] vere found lying in 
shall01.1; '1i7ec=::d-ridden ·rrater but examination s hor:ed that 
their Qtorna chs contained no vegetnble ma ttero 'I'he 
shor•t-necked tortoise is 9 npparently~ completely carni
vorouso 

The collection of th:i.:::i rela tj_vely large number of 
tortoises gave Dr Ride the opportlmi ty of leirning some
thing of the habits of the cre2 ture in cap ti vi ty o He 
reported to the adviso1,y committee on f a una conserva tion 
that the animal rnw a livinc par2doxo . It uc,s too 
inefficient 8. mvirnmer to ·be denendent on fish for its 
staple diet, it had poor ni ght~ sight 9 but di s liked being 
abroad by day 9 aii.d it seemed to hiberna te for extremely 
long periodso Offered a variety of food in captivity, 
it showed a marked preference for imp0rted fillets 9 a 
diet9 which it is do1,.1.btful i :-, could. · h a ve · obta ined in the 
wild. Ito life history is still shrouded in mystery~ 
The best guess is tha t it hibernate • all ownmer~ in the 
crab holes which form in the Deculiar • oil Gtl"ucture of 
the regiono These crab hole •- o.rc comparo.tively shallow 
but some of them rem2 in dc1.m:9 l"i ,zht through swnmer 9 

when theJ,- are protected by the shade of seo.ge 2nd :p aper
barks o In this relatively cool 9 moist atmosphere 9 the 
metabolic l"ate is low and the animalr.~ live on their fato 
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Perhap:.:: the;/ c: lso obt::.in u little food in the 1.1.nder
grou_nd :p anels oc:f ore they ctI'Y up o 

Come s Binter 9 however, r 2 in f a llc an d form s chnllow 
:pools a ll over- t}10 m:_re:., mri;y r oD;ionQ Th e s e f3 iTI[t ll J_)OOl s 
suddenly G\V2l'' !TI T:':L th life - ctr·th:;.:-opoc1 E:; 9 includ ing fre ;: ;h 
1:7&tc:r' crus t 2 ce ;:::.n3o Thi s i s rood for ou:e :t'riencL Lying 
in the pools h e f e 0cl.c a t l c i ::nE'C m.1c1. theL9 J; e1~hc:J? 3 9 

moves on to 2.nothc:r :9001 2n d cle: an r::: it onto ·;rrh 8 ther h e 
does shi:ft, E:mcl hm;, mc,ny time r,,: h e r:1h i :ftE;, u e do not knoYr 
so we are not 2bl C:: to s o.y hm:r lJi C c.n cH'G C:.t ~u1.;'/ one 
tortoice neeQs for living u:9a c o o We mu• t find out and 
will have to carr;y out ro s e ,1rch to emmrc tha t h2oi t c t, 
suf'f'icien t f'or hi e, needs , is Get aside to give him a 
reas onable chance of survivulo 

UnfortunG. tely, time i r:.J running out fo:;_ ... t h is ancient 
animalo The -oaddock on -.:,hicl1 it h a s been f'ound which 
appea rs to be- th0 only i-:)1 2.ce in the woi-•ld uherie it 
occu1 ... s 9 is J?riva tel3r oi.:meclo :.'Vhen the abod e of the 
tortoise was pinpointed we approo. ched the or.r.o.ers and 
explained the situation to them. They :proved most 
cO-OIJerative and stopped the clearing which i,-ms going on 
in the block but the land has r 0cently been sold and a 
subdivision is plannedo For a long time we have been 
seeking f'inance to imrchase the swamps and currounding 
land from the mvners and . recently the Government decided 
to set £·Jy000 aside on this year's Estimates to meet 
pm."t of the cost of the resum1Jtion and fencing. Unless 
v.;e ca n lJuy b8.ck sufficient land the tortoise is doomedo 
We have O}?Gned a conservation f'und and already subscrip
tions have been received from private sources. A most 
encouraging response has &l3o been received from 
approaches to Sir Ed1:v211 d Ha llstrom o.ncl to wildlife 
conoervation 2uthori ti0c in the Eo.stern Sta tes and over-
seas. A public o.ppea l 1:vill be lnunched to coincide vvi th 
this yea f 1 s Wildlife Show and it i s to be hoped that · 
West Auotra lio.ns 9 with their' usu2.l gene1·osi t:r? will con
tribute f'l"cely o 

We cannot in this d2.y and age a llo·(;' s.ny species to 
become extinct Yd thout doing our utmo ~:t to preserve i to 
The short-neclrnd tortoise must lJe one of Australia I s 
oldest, if n~t its eldest, living animal. It only 
occurs? as far ao we know, in one paddock near Bulls
brook. 'l'o :preserve it ·we must buy the land and fence it o 
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To buy the lanc1 we need mone3r o I bGg y ~u 9 when the 
appe2.1 is l au:'1chcd 9 to make your contribution to the 
conse~vation .and protection of this remarkable anima l 
and tell others ab out ito 'rhis i ;:, the first o.ppeal of 
its kind in this Sto.te so keep up ;your reput2 tion and 

h th . . I If w en e c2mp8.1gn commences •- give o 

. iVir l'LCo Nelson 1 o:f. Ht- Melba Street, Ko.l c ooi->lie 9 the 
President of the Eas tern GoldfieldG Gun Club and an honorary 
warden of f alma , has for\,;Ttrded a particularl;y inter·estin g note 
on the occurrence of du_cks in tho Kalgoorli e c1istr-ict o 

In his l e tter, 1lhich rms l"eceived on July 3, Mr 
Nelson said that good b e .. gs were secured at Coon.2.na , situatGd 
106 mileG from Kalgoorlie on the Trans-Aust1"2.li2 Railway Line o 

This are2, he said 9 h a d not been shot to the best of hi;:i lmmY
ledge - for at least t went y yea rs 9 but ba gs of 146, 151 and 80 
ducks 1:rnre t 2 .. ken dur·ing three vi s its o:f parties of up to -1 O 
shooterso At the end of J c1n1.1.::n-•y 9 when the first visit was mad{ 
the1.,e· were about 800 ducks on the mvamp ( lmoYm as Coonana Cane 
Grass) and of these, a t least 200 we1"e the ral"e Speckled or 
Monkey Ducl{o This 't{O. S the firfit time , Mr Ne l oon said, tha t he 
had seeh this species 1:n•ound Ka l goorlie:: in such laI'ge number-s a 

It i.vas certainly the :first time 9. according to departmcn t a l 
records, that so large 2 concentr2. tion ha s been reyorted any
wherea Other shooters 11 ep 0Pted them in smc1 lle1" q_uanti ties at 
Rowles Lagoon, ._north-wes t of Ko.. lC.;OOI'li e and at L2.ke Emu, north 
east 6f Kalgoorlie~ 

After giving a most inf'orrnative report on the lake 
of the Goldf'ields districts which ::;till held Yvc1.te1", M1 ... Nelson 
concluded by saying that the size of the Coon2na Canegr ass 
Swamp \Vas about h a l:f a mile. long by a q_u nr ter of a mile wide o 

During the visits there, the. n1..1t11be1 ... o:f ducks on the swamp vari 
from 800 to 2 7 000 · or 3, OOOo The frecl{l ed duck, which Mr Nelso 
thought had bred at the sw2mp .. th_e 1)revious year, wa s then the 
most prominent, but they appeared to have lef't the c1istrict at 
the time o:f his writing. 
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