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To buy the land 'we n eed money o I beg y')U 9 when the 
appeal is launched 9 to rna l~ c your contribution to the 
conservation and protection of this remarkable anima l 
and tell others about i to This i s the first c1p:peal of 
its kind in this State so keep up your reputation and 
when the campaign commences - give! 11 

Mr N oC o Nelson~ of i L!. Melba Street 9 . Kal ,s:ooi->lie 9 the 
President of the Eas t e rn. Goidfields Gun Club and an honorary 
warden of fauna , h a s forvmr•ded a particularly interesting note 
on the occurrence of ducks in the Ka l goorlie district o 

In his letter 9 which was r-e_cei ved on Jul;y 3, Mr
Nelso:ri said that g ood b2. gs 1:?ere secured a t Coonana , si tua tcd 
106 miles from Kalgoorlie on the Tra ns-Austra lic.: Ra ili,-my Line o 

This are2. 9 he said, h a d _ not b een shot to the best of hi3 lmow
ledge for at least tr✓enty years, but b a{£s of iL:.6, 4 5-J and 80 
ducks were taken during three visits of ~9arties of up to ·l O 
shooters o At the end of J a rn ... i.ary 9 when the first visit was made, 
there were about 800 ducks on the si:vam}? (known as Coonan.a Cane 
Grass) and of these, at leas t 200 weI•e the r are Speckled or 
Monkey Ducko This -vms the first time 9 · Mr Nelson said, th2.t he 
had seen this species around , KalgooI'lie in such large nUJUbers o 

It i,,-vas certainly the first time 9 according to departmcn t a l 
records, that so large a concentra tion has been reyol'"'ted any-
vvhere o Other shooters I'e:ported them in smaller' q_uanti ties at 
Rowles Lagoon, north-west of Kalgoorlie and at Lake :E:mu, north-
east of Kalgoorlie~ · · · 

Af'ter giving a most irrformative report on the lakes 
· of the Gold:fields districts iv-hich still held ·wa ter, Mr Nelson 
conc.luded by saying that the size of the Coonan.a Canegrass 
Swamp was about half a mile long by a qu a rter of a mile wideo 
During the visits there, the number of · ducks on the si,,-mm:p varied 
from 800 to 2,000 or 3,000 o The frecl{led duclc 9 which Mr Nelson 
thought had bred at the s\.vamp the previous year 9 i:Vas then the 
most prominent, but they appeared to have left the district at 
the time of his wri ting9 · 
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