
. Licenses h a ve recently "been ir:; s 1..wd tmde1 ... the 
Famia P1 ... otection Act to 0.110-~T salt-w2 t e1 ... crocodile skins 
and emu skins to be exporte6. f'i-•om the b t a te on a tl'•i a l basi f:3. 
The c1"ocodilc ;:;: '~ins ~7ere for•.:-::1..rc1e c7- fro :,~ 3 roome by 2 :p e1"son 
licensed to hu.nt the se re,Jtiles f' or e:2, in or r e17a r cL ;~m1:1. 
skinG were sent b:, m1.e of-- P1"emcm tle I s r.rc 11-lrno;_-_11 skin · de2lers 
as samples to satisf'y- e .. n in rJ_uil ... y in the eastern 3to. tes to 
investiga te the ~ossibilitieG of a n overseas marketo Both 
licenses were issued on a trial basis, free of fees and 
royaltyo 

F a una ·<2rden N o:S o McLaughla n caused 2 :fluttering 
in the dovecotes vYhen 9 on Aug1...1.st 21 9 he reported having on 
the previous day seen a ::9la ty:pus in 1:mters north o:f Perth a 

About midday he had Tmded app1°oximatel3r 60 :fto out :from the 
bank o:f a small lake, or bo.you 9 connected rri th the u:pper 
re2.ches of the Sv,ran Ri VGl" system 9 2.nd y;·nc standing motion
less in about 3 :ft. o:f vmter on the :frince of 2c dense paper
bark thicket, vrhen he smv a small furred animal swimming 
on the surface towards himo He said that at f'irst he 
thought it to be a water rat, but 2r., it dI'eH closer he . 
re2.lised that it uac a :platypuso He said that the animal 
continued to swim leisurely towards him till it 1ras less 
than 3 :r·t o away, ,-.rhen upon a slight movement on the watcher's 
part it dived intv a tangled masc o:f fallen tree limbso Mr 
McLaughlan asserted t 'ha t thePe 1;v2 s . absolute1y no possibility 
of mistaken identity 9 as he had the animal unde1" observation 
for almost three minuteso He used binoculars first, but 
later they were not necessaPy as the animal came close 
enough for him to touch ito 

Vfuile it is suspected tha.t a number o:f attempts 
have been mcJ.de to acclimatise these monotremes in V'les te1"n 
Australia, the only actual record is that of a pair for
warded b y Mr ])avid Fleny 9 uhen he -,-T.':3 at the Hea lsville 
Sanctuary in Victoria o They 1crere air:freigh ted to Perth in 
Ma1"ch 9 1951, and· m1.bseg_uentl;sr release.d, ~J e believe, . in 
Mahogany Creek in the John Forre r:.:; t :Na tiona l Purk 9 Svvan Viewo 
Incredible 2s it mo.y seem that the obcerva tion ·;,.72,.s :factual, 
Mr McLaughlan is in no doubt about it and attempts to 
record further observo.tions \"till be made in the near futureo 

. In an earlier report, Mr licLauc~1lan . s2-id that 
du1 ... ing the afternoon of. Auguct ·15, in the company o:('. Fauna 
Warden SoWo Bo,;.rler, he. observed a :flock of six r:hj_te ibis 



( Threskio:enis aethio7Jica) on the s outhe1°11 02111;: of 3 i br2 Lake , ·a fe1y miles- south~ of' :?:..1 emcmtle 0 He added thc. t the 
identi:ficati on Yi~!. ;.:] :,9oo i ti ve, ;:.~8 the of:fice:.."s 1.?alked to 1-;ri th
in t\~io hund.11 ed feet of the b irdc ::.nd? -:.-i th the c.id or,., 
binoculars, h 2 d ther.rt 1-1.n.c:_ep 01Js e r-vo tio11. \7hi1·e tl1ey ·,-:.,ere 
feeding on the groundo 

As i ndica ted in the nre viouc issue of thi s 
Bulletin, Technica. l Of':ficer• 1LJ .• t.1IcY:c1y fl e·,·. to Leurmonth on 
August .5 to 1:mtc'.c1 the effect · on fi ch of 111-io.01."•:!2, t e:.., explosions 
carried out by Se ismo graph Service Ltd a, of London, in 
connection with the oil rcoearch o. t :91,csent lJc ing pursued 
by West AustrnlL~.n Petroleum Pt~·.Ltda 

Mr McK2y no\? r cpo1"ts th2,t the seismic survey 
commenced on Jnly -15 a nd the Exmouth Gulf cu11 vey wns com
pleted by · August 9. In this :period 2,035 shots ,;:·ere fil"ed, 
the majority being se t off inside the Gulf a 'rl1e shots in 
the sh2 llow water were made vrith charges a little under 16 
lo. in weight 2nd, 1.?hcm these becc.me unav2ilablc, explosives 
of' 20 lb. weight 'i.7ere 1.1.sed in deeper w2 te1", both being 
electrically detonated. The chargec 1:.,e1"c exyloded b;i/ the 
shooting vessel 11 Necede it at one-quarter• mile intervals 9 nnd 
the shots 1.:.rere reco1"ded by the lJo.rge O Tamona 11 1.,rhoce :position 
was accurately fixed by four radio direction stations 
poci tioned c'.t North-Feet CU}Je , the Bay of Rco t 9 Lea1"month 
and bet\oveen the North-West Ca:pe and Le o.rmonth~ 

Mr McKa;y s2;;,r:J that during the :period •::hen he 
was on board the shooting vessel, over 120 shots were fi1"ed, 
all in uater 90 fathoms a nd over 1 but no fish r!ere sighted 
after these explosions. He also says that schools of 
sardines were very numerous outside the Gulf but none were 
seen near the surve3r area o 'rhe shooting o~oe1"a tors, horrnver, 
reported having seen small fish killed . m'id- stunned by the 
shots inside the Gulf, and said tha t clouds of mud had often 
been seen disturbed from the sea bed when · cxplooions took 
place in waters of 10 fathoms or less. 

Fishing inside Exmouth Gulf and 2, t North-West 
Cape had been • reported as J)Oor :folloi::·ing the surve;;.7 , and 
popular opinion is that the fish h a v e c1epa1"tGdo The fishing 
boat 11 Blue:fin11 subseg_uently made t r:o h auls inside Exmouth 
Gul:f 9 but landed no prm,mso Some trash fi r~h 1;:rere, hoY:ever, 
caught. Fishing fo::,:: Spanish ma ckerel io s a id to be poor, 
not only a t North-Weot Cape but also a t the Ca:pe Far•quhar 
and Cape Cuvier Y1·here the seicmic uork h8.d not then been 


