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Ref'erring t o the earlier opening , the Minister 
said that the s eason would o~en a week e arli e r thi s y ear to 
allow the game to be p:-eepar ed in time :for u s e on Christma s 
Day a If the openinc of' the sea son r;-e:t•e de l a3,re d until the 
we ek-end be:fore Ch j__'"'istmas , a s was normal, there woFlc-:. be 
insufficient time for shooters t o vfs i t their> f a vcn .. 1-:ced sites 

and to l'"'eturn home to p articipa te . in :family f e sti vi tieso 

The Mini s t e r a lsu p oin ted out tha t Cap e Bal'"'l'"'en 
Geese wer>e not included in the ouen s ea s on for Bild duckso 
He appealed to visitors to Espera nce not to inte1"f' ere with 
the geese or any other :fauna on the islands oi' the 
Recherche ~U>chipelago, which vvere a s 2.nctua r3r f'OI' a ll -r:'ild·
lii'eo Mr Hutchins on also called :for full co-o:perc1.tion from 
all shooters in policing game conserva tion measure3o He 
asked them to aclmowledge the concess ion extended to them 
this year by respecting the opening dates and timeso 

Mr Hutchin·son concluded by drawing attention 
to the :following restrictions which i-:.-ere desi gned, he said, . 
to conserve duck stocks -· 

* the use of tr8.ps is enti1..,el3r pl"ohibited 
throughout the State; 

=:1 spotlights are an illega l device; 

* sale of wild ducks is f'orbidden; 

~; no pel'"'son sha ll lrnep v!ild ducks in 
cap ti vi t y o 

UNUSUAL F AUlT.lLQJiS,]B..Y-4-T. +,..9N ~ 

Through l e. ck of spo. ce we omi ttec1 from the lnst issue 
of this Bulletin n report r e ceived from Assistc.nt Inspector 
E.Ho Barker on the sighting of o. Rcd~to.iled Tropic Bird (or 
Bosun Bird) ne2.r Lo.ncelin on 80:ptember i 2, 1961 o Mr Bo..1"keI', "i,yho 
Vvcts accomp 2.nied by Assistnn t Inspector N oIZo Henry nt the time, 
smv the bird flying n roru1d Edwnrd Islo.ncl, n fnuno. s 2nctunry just 
south of Lnncelino They were told by Mr Ro Brown, 2 crayfisher
rnnn, that he h ad seen the Bosun Bird on several occnsions during 
the previous six weekso 

This species is rareo A smo.11 nesting colony has 
been reported n t different times on Pelso.rt Islnnd in the South
ern Group of Houtrnc.n Abrolhos, o.nd n lone bird hns nested twice 
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at, Rottnest in recent ye 2.rs but hns not ho.tched 2ny young. The 
only recorded nesting of the species on the mclinlo.nd ·wa s o:f o. 
single bird o.. t Bussel ton in -1939 o 

~XPERI~rnNTAL TUNA FISHING 

(a) ~ep':>rt q_g A~bap.y: s_ruise: 

Assist2.nt Inspector E.Ho Bnrker, who spent o.bout n 
fortnight aboo.rd the "Estelle Star" from September 28 to October 
13, as a depnrtmento.l observer, has submitted o.n interesting 
report on the tuna investigations during th2.t periodo 

The "Estelle Star" is cm 85 ft o cr•2.ft c2.:pC1.ble of 1 O 
knots o She is under cho.rter lJy the Commomve o. l th to test the 
commercial tuna resources in v12teI'S off ouI' shores between Doubt
ful Isl.D.nd, west of Albo.ny, to Jurien B2.:y, midi.my betvmen Freman
tle 8.nd C-ernld ton o She co.rrie;s 2. crew of f ou_r plus cm officer-
of the Division of Fisheries 2nd OcennogTo.phy 1 C.S.IoR.o., o.nd 2 

representative of either this Dep artment or the Fisheries Divisio:q. 
of the Commomve2.l th Depo.rtmen t of Primary Industry a 

Mr Bo.rke1" reported tho.t, due to unso.tisfC1.ctory 
vveather, only 8 days of his time abonrd wc:s spent at seaa Skip
pered by Ken Tidsvrell, they v;or-ked south of Albo.ny o.nd vvestvvo.1,d 
to Chathnm Island, genero.lly over the continent2.l shelf. Chumming 
with :pilcho.rd cmd mackerel previously netted in Albo.ny harbour, 
they fished v7i th both troll lines and single rigged poles a The 
number and species of tw12. landed were -

135 Southern Bluefin r2nging in length from 16½ to 25½ 
inches and weighing from 4 to 15 lbc; 

1 ATbncore Tw12. 32½ inches long o.nd 30 lb a in weight; 

1 Striped Tuno., L~ lb o in weight o 

82.mples of stomnch contents of the Southern Bluefin 
were found to consist of pilclrnrd, mo.clrnrel o.nd other small fish 
of cm inch or more in lengtho Other scientific work carried out 
included hourly temperntu.re readings of wa ters between the surfo.ce 
and 30 fnthoms; salinity setmpling cmd mc1rldng of sperm who.leso 
Three marks were definitely fixed cmd one possible hit v.ro.s scored 
on these creo. tures vvhich were 211 found in as socio. tion with cold 
fronts of ·wnter 1:vith tempero.tures o.s low o.s 14.,0°co 

(b) .Proposed_ Extcnsj.~ of c}_"l!I'V~: 

vVri ting in I'esponse to questions from the Minister 
for Fisheries (Mr Hutchinson) rego.rding the o.ssessment of tun2 
resources off our northern shores, the Commonweo.lth Minister for 


