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The short-necked tortoise (Pseudemydura umbrina) 
is one of the world's rarest animals. So far as is 
known, he lives only in an extremely limited region 
of swamp country less than 30 miles from Perth . 
In an endeavour to preserve this small tortoise 
from extinction, the Government of Western 
Australia has started a Trust Fund with a gift of 
£1 ,000 which, together with donations coming 
from all parts of Australia, and the exchange of 
Crown land, will enable the Department to acquire 
the few hundred acres of land on which it occurs 
and to institute a programme of scientific research 
into the life history and needs of this extra
ordinary creature. 



On November 3, the Ninister f or Fisheries, Mr Ross 
Hutchinson, accompanied by t he Chief Clerlc, Hr BoR o 3aville, and 
the Minister's private secretary , Mr Jo Ro Driscoll, visited 
Jurien Bayo Mr Hutchinson officiated at the opening of the Fre
mentle Fishermen's Co-operative Society Ltdo 1 s new crayfish pro
cessing plant., 

....... ~-., ..... . ·-· 

Research Officer B.Ko Bowen returned from Tasmania on 
November 1L~ after Yrorlcing at Port Sorell with Mr A.Mo Olsen, 
Senior Research Officer of the Di vision o:f l"i' isheries and Oceanog
raphy, CoSoiaRoOo He also spent a day or two at sea with verson
nel of the Tasmanian Department, . in one of that :Oepar·tment s 
patrol vessels, inspecting the operations o:f Crayfishermeno 
Immediately after his return, Mr Bowen commenced field work i n 
the new cr•ayfish research programme and vvill spend four days in·· 
Geraldton from December 3 to obtain length-frequency distribution 
and other data., Subsequently sampling rvi ll be done in the Jurien 
Bay-Lancelin-Fremantle regiono Technical Officer R.,J. McKay is 
assisting Mr Bowen" 

Inspector B.,Ao Carmichael, of Albany, returned to · 
duty after arL~ual leave on November 28., Inspector Jo Traynor, 
who had been relieving at Albany a·s inspector-in-charge, returned 
to Perth on the following dayc 

Research Officer RoJo Slack-Smith left Perth on Novem
ber 19 for Shark Bay where he spent a fmv days mal~ing preliminary 
investigations and arrangements for the development of the pravm 
research programme. · 

.... .. ... .... •.• ··~ 

At an informal function on November 1 o, the Director .. 
(Mr Ao.Jo Fraser), on behalf of all staff, :presented to Mr AoJ o 

Buchanan a Parker pen and pencil set :in gold and a television 
lamp on the eve of his departure f ollowing promotion to a posi
tion in the Department of Industrial Developmento Mr B-4chanan 
particularly requested tha t his appreciation of the gifts, 
together with his ·best ·wishes f6r ·the festive season, be conveyed 
to all those members of the staff. Yvho were unable to attend the 
function. 
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Pendinc; the a31:9ointmcmt of ::.1.nother 
-:::,ll chanr• -1 I r, ol ,:, -Jo .--, -i·-'- ·j 0·1 -'- h -:, Cl ,.o,-,l~ ( "'~ un -, \ ' "·~ -W - - - Gl l w _ ..__t _L 1..:> L, __ l ' L~ - ~ ·_ .... V l. X"-- .1..1 ct .l ... .:.:.:-1. j '} ~. J.l. ~ 

will att as St a ti stical Of~icer. · 

officer to Mr 
~ . K.H. Cherring ton1 

!/e welcome !'.'ir Phili1-i Joh 2..,_ '.·iillic~ms, 1c.;ho Y18.G ap:p ointec1 
to the Head 0:::-'fi ce cleric21 r~ t s.ff on a t emp or ::1. l"J lJo.sis· ?I'Om · 
November• 21. ae io cloinG cleric::::l duticrJ ·in t:-ie :r:'o.tma Uc ction. ·· 

. The Fleet I'"Ta intenance OfficeI', l':ir- ),. . J . :Oatenmn , will 
return to duty on DeceE11Jer 28 after lonr; s ervi cc and 2.nnu2l leave. 

Mr and Mrs C. 3 . George, of the 0iralia pearl culture 
cen~re in L!xmouth Gulf, c a lled on the Dir0ctoi-· on November 7. to 
discu:ss the · yro 3:rcss of this ner_; venture. 

Mr Dougal r.ia cc1ona ld, an office r of the Fisherie c 
:)ivision of the Depar·tment -c;rf PrimaI'.Y J:nductr•;r,~ , CanlJ er·r•a, :paid a 
.riumbeP of visits durin c; .. the mo11.th. · He 2. ttenclect one sess ion of 
the Department's Staff Corrrerencc 2nd h ad d j_ ;:; clrnsions with .the 
Director and staff lJefore 1·eturninc; to Co.:t"1lJerr·a after cpmpleting 
his tour o:C duty on the 11 ::tc telle ;3tar". ··· 

Mr Dougl as l-IcE1in6Tmy, P1°c:3icle11.t, . V:!.ctorian Fie ld and 
Game As:3ocia tion, c 2.. lled Oil. t h e ::'.Ji rectQj _ _., on November _.,-JO . Mi""' 
Hemin~ray outlined hi s Associ ation' □ func tions a nd discussed the 
f'o ,.,m,., ti on o"" ' ·~1· m1· 1 ,, ·.-, ,.,c•o ' l0 ,_,t; 0·1 .; ·1 tl11· C' ,-,t~-'- -, · ·,ou· ·--. 1'n cr ·h1" C' 1. o. - .Lau --L-.!. [l,::,,c, CC, .Li -'- ! _ ,_; :. , U. uC o · ... 1 . 0 - . o 

. visit to this E: t a t e he i:mr:; t c1ken to 211. orcaniced. t1·ap--nhoot at 
Cherry Tree Pool f a r m a nd met l0adin7 mcmbePs of the- ~ .A. Clay 
'rargets Asciociationo Ee \:-Gs a ccornp o.niecJ. b3r H:t :Ncv1 ton Thomas, 

. of,t-times Interna tional i-Ii [!,h Gun o.nd Atwh"a1io.n Ifa tiona l DoulJle
·--~ -ha1"rel: ChamJ1ion. 

Dr D.,L. Ue:;__•venty , Prj_ncipa l T.-i. e:Je a rch 0-f:f~~e . .r, ~;!ildlif'e 
Survey Section, Co: . • I. I:: .• o., left Perth 1Jy a i1--- on November 22, to 
continue his field i•esca rch i n to th e life h istoPy of the 1.rao-
manian Mutton-bird (:P.1:,i.tttn..t19_J&r&r.Q~s.i~t13, ) • 



( 169) 

r-.~ r AaCo Bogg ~ Dire ctor o:f Fisheries and Game, 
Adelaide, who,. with other members, experts and observeI's, came 
to Perth to a ttend the inaugur• a l meeting of' the V!e stern Fisher>ies 
Research Committee ( s e e the item elsewhere in this issue), will 
rema in her·e for sepa rate discussions 1:•ii th the Director· and vvill 
return to Sou th Aus tr•alia by air on December 3. 

All staff are reminded that the public service holi
days over the festive season .ir1ill be Monday and Tuesday, December 
25 and 26, and Monday and 'l'uesday, January 1 and 2. 

A meeting which is expected to usher in a new epoch 
in the history of our marine resources was opened in Perth by 
Fisheries Minister Ross Hutchinson on the morning of November 27. 
Welcoming the delegates, experts, and observers, . the Minister 
said he was pleased that his suggestion to the Commonwealth
States Fisheries Conference in Perth earlier in the year had been 
accepted and such a committee formed. Declaring . the meeting open 1 

Mr Hutchinson said that . he looked :fo~,v:rard to the . practical advice 
on the management and development of our growing fishing indus
tries .whi6h 9 he expected, would be forthcoming as a result of the 
co-ordination and direction the committee would bring to bear on 
fisheri~s research in the Stateo The Director, Mr Fraser, as 
Chairmari of the committee, also extended a welccime to the ~isi
tors and those of' our ovm staff who irvere present. Mr Fraser 
pointed out that there e ould be no sound development of' fisheries 
without proper managemen t, and prop er management was not possible 
without adequate resear ch. He emphasised that such reE?earcp . r .e
quired the complete supDort of the administration and, for that 
reason, vias particularly· glad that the res.earch people . aµd · 'the 
administrators viere · able to get together around the same table 
and decide vrha t n eeded d oing and hov-1 it couic1 bes·t be done o. · 

Membe:t§_: 

Those present at · the op ening ceremony were -

Mr A.j-0 Fraser, Director of Fisheries, WoAo (Cl~airm1;3-h); 
Dr GoL. Kesteven, Assistant Director (Fisheries), . · 

Division . of Fisheries and Oceanogr·aphy, 
c.s.I.R.O.; . 

Mr A. C. Bog g, Director o:f Fisheries and Game, S .A.; 
Dr AoR. Main, Reader in Zoology 1 · University of' W •. A.; 
Dr W.D.Lo Ride, Director, 7!e stern Australian Museum; 
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--, ·-, 
D o . . \. o o:e 

Dr Jo M ■ Thomson , Principa l Re se&rch Ofr ic c r, Division 
o:f I'ir.,hcri cs a ncl Occcmor;r a:i/ny , 
C.S.IoRoOo; . ·. . 

Dr R. G. Chittleboroujh, Senior Roscnrch Of?iccr, 
DivL.:ion of Pisheric3 rmD Ocern1ogr 2,J;-ihy, 

Ti\1-.t• P c ,.,··,rt'10Pi1 o u . \. l_ --, 

Cofjol.RoO.; 
Reoc urch Office r, Division of Fiohcr
ioc and Oco ano gr t1.:,)hY, C. r; .I.'RoO.; 
Cur 2. tor of Inve1.,tcb:2& t cG , Fee tern 
Austra lL1n r.1uscum; 
Tcchn:Lc c-.1 Officer, ·:-icr:, tcPn Auutra li a n 
Mus eum; 

Mr BoK. Bo~en, Research Officer, Fi sheri es Department; 
Mr· R.c:T. Shtck-8rni t h , Rcsea1·ch O:Cf icc1,, r' i Dl1c: ricci 

:Oepartmcn t; 
Capt. n .c.1::. Piesse, M2.. ctcr, r.v. 
Capt. C. ,J o ;Jcnb1,oolc, Has te1·, r.v . 
Mr :R.J. McKL\:/ , · Te chniccl l Officer , 

II -p -,, -., 011 II ' 
- Cl. - ~ 

11 Lo.11ce lin11
; 

F'ishcr i es Dc)::..-1.rtment. · 

Resp onding to the hl inistcr 1 s opGninr addrc □ s, Dr _· ·· 
Kesteven c:;q;i1'cssec1 t ~rn. 2.pprccia tj_on of members of' I-.'I:e Eu tchin r, on 1 

8 

attendance and po:i.nt c d out t ho. t fisheries r cocai., ch 1_;2,D a S'.occial
ised, applied s·cicncc v1hich rcc:1_uir•ed offici a l r c co e;I1i tion. -- He 
saio. . thE:1. t f'i r.;hcric c: 1.,cDcarch rro:ek i :n Austra lio. h 2cd been l a r• gc l y 
done wj_th lip-scrvj_cc in the past a n d our Ministcr ' c cffo1,ts, 
firstl;y-, in the f'Oi'Eia tion of' t:1c coinrnittc c , then rr t Cronullo. at 
the recent :field o.fficcfrs I tra ininr:; s ch ool, r,ncl gene r a lly b;sr his 
reco,zni tion of the va lue of f'ishcri co sc j_011co , -i;c1.,e most h cart-
cning. "We o.re scnciblci', Dr · Kesteven concluded , 11 of' the con
tribution you are makin.z to the f\.\ turc of J',.n r:: ti-'n l:U::n f' ishci•ics 
and we thant: you mo s t sincerely11

• 

T11 -L11,-. 0 e o r-, ar c• . o·,"' i··1·'· ·-,,11°c ("ll '"' C'l"'"'l. 017 •::i ;1c·L c:•t11c">r -'-11 ·"•; · _ L, ... .....,, - CL,J •.:.J ...1.. lL i.J __ ,_) _ _._ u l .. _uo- ~ LA ... . u . . l.t.i~ lJ . . \...., 

committee dealt r,;ith f'uturc proccc7.ur ci l mat t c r>o, then iY1 t c c;.1ni-
cal scssiono considci.,c d. no l e ss tho. :;_1 nine iJI'Ci),u.,cc1. r cn6rts on 
item,:, o ·P c· -11:..-_., a ;,,,t -"'i 0 1·1·...;-.,-j C'~ -r,oe<n,:-, -.,c11 '-C:1 1 •-:, ~'~"'•) ·o-· -,,t·c- ·cov-·~red l")!Cl <'t 
- k ) l. L_ .... v.:. .1. J_ - O VJ._ ~_., __ .....,uvc;. 1. • _.., _L,: . ...... c .,: ..1... 1_J '--' ..:. c..--.i_l 

11esul Jes o.n d r ccorn1n.cn c-:.ccl :.2u hi.re r c c c arci1 a ct~_vi ti c s in i-e l a ti on to 
CN:1yf'ish, net ;:::clc ctiv:L t ~r , pr2,t':ns 2n d :;~P8.W11 :fi.sh:.i1g, sri lmon, 
trawlin:::: :Ln t:hc Gr :Ja t / \.ust11 c.li2..n :Gi c)1t, turi2 , and syor n and. hump
back v,;haling . _.\fte1' dc lib c i., c1. tinc on the r c:p ortG tho °CoE1mi ttoe 
recommended~ - · 

1, Tha t D1., 'I'homson bG 2ppoJ.ntcd :9ro j c ct lea der and have a 
scat on tho Committee to co-o:ec1ina tc c::.ppr'ovcd. i.,e [;c,u'ch 
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items, and to evaluate reports to be submitted quarterly 
by all research workers; 

2. that ea.e.h worker responsible for a specific study :prepare 
a synopsis of data on thG speciGs, using the FAO tech
ni que; 

3. that Dr · George I s crayfish research should ,... 

(i) det0rmine appearance of early larvae and their 
geo graphical distribution in the Rottnest area 
and :follow them through to metamorphosis, 

(ii) :foll"i.7 out the 1960/61 larvae until they dis
appear, and in particular to find and follow 
through the missing stages (2 to 7 inclusive) 
and determine their distribution, 

(iii) attempt a quarium studies of early stages 
hatched from parent in order to make positive 
identification of stages; 

4. that Mr Bowen should give first priority to obtaining 
length-frequency distribution data from the commercial 
catches of our crayfish; 

5. that Mr Bmven 1 s net selectivity studj_es at Mandura,h be 
terminated and it be recommended to the Standing · Com-:
mi t tee on Fisheries that a properly staffed and equip
ped gear tGchnology section be creatGd and placed . 
within the frame~ork of t~e Division of Fisheries and 
Oceanography, CoS.I.R.O., to work in collaboration 
with fisheries biologists; 

6. that · the work of the 11 Peron11 in prawn research be 
limited to experimental fishing :for prawns along lines 
laid down by the project leader; 

7. that research on salmon bG continued; . 

8. that the trawling records of the "Southern E:rideavour 11 

be processed and analysed Yd th those of the "Ben Dearg" 
and 11 Commiles 11

; 

9. that research on sperm whales be continued and that 
the . cost of aerial surveys to establish their occur
rence and distribution would be a legitimate charge 
to the Fisheries Development Trust Account, and 

10. that the committee, as newly constituted, be appointed 
a sub-cowJnittee of the Standing Committee on Fishertes. 

The meeting closed a t L~ p .mo on November 29. 
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.An unusual si gh ting wo.r, r ecorde d r ecently by 8enior 
Inspector J·on . Munro. On Nove mb e r H!-, while :pat1,,olling the Swan 
River, he s aw severa l gLlrfish n ear the Middle Swan Bridge and , 
close by, a native trout. Mr• f'fitmro said t hat the saline , :_ra ters 
from downstream h ad not yet r·e a chec1 th o t 3;i oint but the garfish 
vvere clearly seen 1:vhile the spots a long the body of the native 
trout left no doubt as to its identity. 

Technical Officer R.Jo McKay, to whom we turned for 
comment, agrees that this -vms an unusual occurrence. Garfish are 
denizens of marine and brackish waters while records of galaxias 
(this was probably Galaxias occidcnta lis) have been limite d to 
pure fresh water streams7~ ~ ---- .. -

Advice has been received that the fish~shop of the 
Albany-Denmark Fishermen's Co-operative Pty.Ltd. has been sold 
for an undisclosed fi gure~ The shop, which now trades under the 
name "Albany Fish Supply", has, we are told, b een purchased by 
members of the Birss famil;y and Mr Percival I n c a tcrof t .. The Co
operative I s property on the foreshore ad jacent to the canne i-•y has 
been bought by Messrs L. and B. Iviouchemore. 

'rhc potential of :fLshyry pro_duc ts in meeting hea l th 
and dietary n eeds of the peoples, of the world 0 ao d i s cuoaad a t a 
world- scale conference . in Nei,,,r York l n s t · Sep t 0mb e l". 

' ' 

,Organised b~,r the Foo t. and Agi•i cul turc Organi za ti on of ,. 
the United Nations, the confe rence 'nas ·a ttended b y more _than 300 
delegates · f'rom about 50 nationso Something over 100 abstractc of 
scientif'ic papers were available a t the proceedings whi cJ:1 stressed 
the importance of fish as a source of animal protein which could 
be made available to remote sections o:f the worldo 

In view of' the fishing uotentia l believed to exist 
off' our shores, iNe look forwa rd to rccei ving details of any sug
gestions made at the confe rence for increasing fisheries produc- · · 
tion and its distribution to the undernourished of tomorrm1r 1 s . 
world. 

NOTES FRQi,i -~'rlllL~VV§ 

On Monday, . Novemb e r 6, a 53½-lb. mullo-v-my -,:m s landed 
at North City Beach on a 15-lb. lJreaking-strain iinc e Hooked by 
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a member of the Perth Surfca sting and .Angling Clu'b, Mr Gill 
Clohessy, the bi g f e llou took h a l f an hour· to land and ,vorkeo. his 
YvaJ more than hal:f a · milo down tho lJ 8ach from 1:0rherc he first 
struck. He h2,c1 a girth of 2 9 . in. ancl i;va s 53 in. long. 

About the middle of the month, t he 30 ft. all-steel 
crayfishing vesrwl "Cai-.ol Lee" disappeared with all hands during 
a run from 1.iircmantlo to Jurien Bay. Launched on October 20 last, 
she had nevv equi:pri1en t valued c1 t ;~1, 000 on board and was skippered 
by Fi-•edericl: Hunt, of Ri vervale. Colin Boot, of riil ton PaPk, and 
Brian Sharp, of f:iouth PrGmantlc, were her crew members. It has 
been announced tl1c1t tho Harbour and Light Department will hold a . 
preliminary inquil'>;y in to her loss when enouc;l1 evidence has been 
obtained. A marine court of inquiry will be held if the findings 
of the preliminary hearing warrant ito 

U.S. CRAYTAIL MARKET 
c r=- a::...=-:.r...-=c~ -.-=-:: , .ir=.:,~-e:=::.=w- • .:.o 

The Geptcmbcr 20, 1961, r eport of Market News ~iervice 
on fi-•ozen fishery products shows that Australian c1-.ayfish tails 
command as goocl a price as any offering on th o New York marlrnt. 
At that date :prices offering per grade c a te gory were -

Midget 
L:.-6 
oz. 

" ~·• 
~? 

1 ,50-
1.55 

Small 
6-8 
oz. 

.,~ 
\r' 

1 057-
-1 .60 

Medium 
8-10 10-12 

oz. oz. 

,:~ ; ~ 
l:{J "-l-:) 

1 .67- -1. 75-
1.72 -1 .so 

Large 
1.2·-16 · 

oz. 
._:~ 
l}P. 

-1. 75-
1.80 

Jumbo 
Over . 
16 oz. 

(, ,l 

tH> 

1,75 

The report a lso sho,-rn that the prices commanded b y 
the Austra lian p1-.oduct, on a -r1c ight for weight b a sis, are at 
least the equal of those offering for simil~r products from any 
other country and, in fact, arc highGr than most. South Africa, 
which does not offer tails in our jumbo cate go11 y, divides the 
remaining four c a tegories into 7 size I'an ges to obtain the high
est prices :for those most in demand. Although our tails are 
graded into four c a te gories for ex:901-.t, American dealers repack 
the 11 medium 11 group into two r anges, as shown above. It is · 
interesting to note th2 t New %;ealand, \7hose fishery is based on 
the large southern SJ?Ccies Jasus lalandii, marlrnts tails in 2-~-~--·--~J r.,~ ~~-~ 
oz. r ange. 'rhey ·t'1holesale at up to l;p -1 • 12 :per lb. 
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Ner,- records in the · t a ldng of s :pe r EJ \!hales we r e e stab·
lishcd t ll. i s scc:1.son by the Choyncs Dec ch ·,i!1;~ linr; Co. Ltd. 01J e ra·-· 
ting f'rom its b a;:;c a t Frcnchr:121.n I D :]o.;7 , thl.,' Cornpan;;,;- took L:.5l~·
spcrms in the ses.son which oxtcndec1 .fr•om ~.18.rch 23 to l1Tovcmb c 1., 30. 
During .tha t . :perioc:L the Conrpo.ny a.lr30 so cured i t r:.: c~uot o. of hum11-
backs in record time , tho 2 llotment of 105 being t aken in S 0eeks. 

Allowin[~ for time· cpcnt pur0l;r in s c,:n,ch of' humpb2t cks 1 

the sperms were taken at an avcrdgc rate of 13 a ueek, the best 
week I s c2.tch being for the ueck ended J"tme 33, '.7hcn 32 1'rnre land
ed. Production reached its peak in Sc31 tcmb cP ':.:h en 87 \\'e r e talrnn, 
but Novmnbcr rva s a lmost 2. s successful, fol" 82 r:cre caught durh1ff . 
that month. 

Generally, the sperm uhal c c ncr c we ll in exce ss o:f 
the minimum size of 35 feet.· Tho a vci,ago length l!G.G o.bou t L.i.3{ 
feet and o. J.i ttle loss than one barreJ. of oiJ. i •. ,as 1, roduccd :per 
foot. Meal production Yi'o. r:1 752 . tons o . 

Impi-•ovemonts to be e:f:fectcd o. t the ctE:tion include a 
new office and o. neu .separa tor. rfachincr·:r will l)c ove1,haulcd and 
the chaser::, ·will be slipped and rcfi ttc d in time :Cor the re
opening o:f opera tiono. This hetD 1Jecn t en t a ti vely scheduled :for 
A:pril nGxt. · Ins:pc cto1., C2.rmicho.c l 1., ego rtr.:; tha t 1plo.nc spotting 
has proved so successfu l that the comp any has made arrangements 
for the purchase of a neg a ircraft, a Ce ssna 172~A fitt ed with 
floats • ·to enable it to opero. tc from a n a pproved si tc o. t t?lC mouth 
of thG Kalgan Ri vc1., in Oyster> flm"bour. 'I'h c Cccsno is expected to 
arrive from i-D11G1.,ica in the first r;eo};: of the nc17 year. 

Y.'1.,i tin&: to Mr dutchinson o. n Chief :.~c c:ee t a.ry and )Hni
ster for Fis:i1ericc, the Se cPeca:."~' of' the Ear inc :Cxpo c,ition and 
Festival Committe e (r·tr· ::1 . s . :Iuntel.,) r:;:,. i d l a st month tha t the sup
port of hi~ Departm ent s h a d con triht.1.tcd ma tcri c,11,'-' to the success 
Of the·. Ti'xT,oC' '1· +1· 011 ;-1 nc:i ,·.r c:, .c- r,10° JL_ ;1 ·.-·i ·.., c c1· -.:i tecl -b· ,r 1· ·'- ,, orr·,:•·11· se·.,,.. .. ~ J::" u v _ L--- l ~.u.o .- w c... . .!_.1 j. J. r..... _ ,> L,_.1 _ L)u.l , .l1...Jo 

·A1toge t}1e1..,, the Expo rJ ition wo.c C1. ttcnclco. 1JJ' ove r 
70,000 people Y:ho contr.ibuted r;ior e than 02 ; 500, \:hici1 1.?ill iJe 
handed over to Le gaq3r. · 

In a l e tter to the Dirccto:i.", the S.:::: crc t a r y particu-•• 
larly thanked our ovm otaff .· and anticip8.tcd th c, ·t a Gi rn ila:;_, }.:;xp o••· 
sition would be staged in the futur e . 
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The provision of neH or 2ddi tional procesl,ing facili
ties at Gcr2-ldton, Donsara, Jurien Bay and Fremantle makes _it 
difficult to determine ho\l' pI•oduction this 11 •..-1hi t e" c:eayfish 
season com-0 2.res n i th DI'cvious one c3 ~ Individua l re·o oPts are often 
misleading- and the tr(w ,Josi tion will not iJ 6 lmorm~ until returns 
have been received 2nd p1 ... ocesscd. However, in:forma tion to hand 
so far suggests that the northern centres have experienced a good 
season but the area8 b0t,Heen Jurien Bay and Fremantle have not 
been so fortunate. Fremantle and Safety Bay, on the other hand, 
have been quite good \7hile an · experienced skipper virorking betvveen 
Bouvard Reef and Bunbury has done suf'ficien tly uell to be optimis
tic about the . area's future prospectso 

During a rGcent visit to the Victoria.-di·strict, 
Super vi sing Inspector J oE o Bramley loolrnd over neY1 processing 
·works at Dongara and Gerald ton a He reports that an additional 
compressor is being installed at the Dongara :factory as the 
existing one wns overloaded and hnd broken dm"m. The new rrorks 
nt Geraldton was functioning very satisfactorilyo Mr Bramley was 
most concerned, however , to find that, in some instances, label
ling requirements were not being 1,iroperly enforced. All inspec
tors are re quired to ensur e that the procedures laid dovm in this 
regard arc ,rigidly applied as failure to do so wfll imperil thG 
success:ful enforcernen t of rcstricti on:s on the . trading · in under- · 
size cray:fish. 

The Fremantle Fishermen's Co-operative Society's 
£50,.000 cra;yfish :processing works a t Jurien Ba~i rms offi,cially 
opcmed by the Minister for FishC1'1 i es , Mr Hutchinson, on November 
3. During his opening a ddress, the Minister referred to the 
current high prices being obtained for crayta il exports. One of 
the causes, he s a id, was America's dispute with Cuba, and there 
could be a recession if alternative suppli es became availablea 
He was pleased, therefore, that the society had decided to expand 
its processing facilities in the form of a land factory because 
processing on land was 20 to 25 per cent cheaper than using a 
freezer boat. The society would, as a result, be better prepared 
to meet a price drop. 

With the staff for the new norlrn, and their families, 
the population of Jurien Bay is expected to approach the 500 
mark during the hei@1t of the season. 
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Advice has been r c cc i ved f1,or:1 the Scc:ectai-1y 9 Aus t
ralian . ~aterfowl .Advisory Cofumittce, · th□ t a 'mccting or the commit
tee will be he.ld in Sydney from J·nnuar;y 16-i 8 . 'I'his State I s 1,e-

,presen ta ti vc will be Mr Ho B. '.:Jhu i::;g 9 F 2 tm2 Protection Officer and 
Secretary, Fauna Pr•otection. Advisory Committee, Mr Shugg , who 
attended the committee's last meeting in Bris'b-anc as an observer, 
Yvas recEjntly appointed as Yveste1,n Australia 1.[, delegate , vice Mr 
B oK~ Bowen o As reported e lsewherc 9 Mr . Boi7en is . 1101:v carrying _out 
his ,cra,yfish research programme on a full-time basiso . 

The theme of the -1962 mc etirig rvi 11 · be "Planning for 
Waterfowl Conserva tion 11

• It is being designed to set out the 
technical and other requirements for setting up or expanding a 

. State programme for the conservation of Hild ducks. As such 9 

it should be of particular benefit to this, State 9 for al though. 
;,ve have had . a waterfowl research j?rogi1 amme 11 on the books", as it 
_we-r:.e9 for nE3.arly a decade 9 staff and fim1ncc limitations have 
constricted activities, particularly in rcc<:mt yei'ars, to the 
adventitious banding of wild ducks. We now need to take a long 
look at what research is essential and what ' staff and equipment 
will be required -to carry out .an offective · programme • 

. . At the same time, the Waterfovvl Committee \Vill 
discuss other matters of practical importance to all States 1 

principally in relation to measures of' inters ta to co-op·eratioh_ 
in the fields of both res~arch and conserv~tiono Banaini . . . 

· carried out in the >past by tho ' Stc1 tes and the Vv'i ldlife Survey . 
SectioY1, CoS.I.R.O~ has already established that Australia's · . 
duck population must be considered on an ·overall -basis i.l s vrell . 
as <from the · differing points of view of the respective StatGS. ·· 
While Western Aus t .ralia may be considered to bo :fortuna to i _n 
that vie have virtually no interstate lJorder controversies, there 
is no dis:r;iu ting that grey tec1.l ro.nge over the Ytho le con tinei1t 
and our open season does commence months before other States 
think it wise to allow shooters to opei,a to in -thcfr duel{ grounds o 

~ . . . .. . . . 

It is ~xp~~ied that all States, tho Northern Terri
tory and the Wildlife Survey Section, C.S.LRoO., rd ll bo 
represented. 



CLE.ARING HOUSE 

Turtle's :find 

Apropos accidentally discovered treasure 9 comes a 
story recently resurrect ed by the New Zealand Department of' 
Islsnd 1rerri torie s, o:C the v,1i ld trading days of the South 
Sea.s ru1d the Cook Islands a toll o:f Suwarrovv. 

.. 
(where he 
He proved 
him back . 

In 1867, a man 112.med 3terndale was set upon Suwarrow 
had. once 1) een marooned) 2.s a trader for a big company. 
no man of' bus·iness, and the firm sent a ship to bring 

But Sterndale was prepared to repel l)oarders, and 
opened fire with t hree caimons set up in a small :fort. The 
ship retiI'ed and t wo weeks l ater 8. br ig arrived rv ith :full 
instruct ions to bring him back by foJ'ce. Aboard was a :friend, 
Henry Mair. 

Determined to help h is beleagured comrade, Mair ·slipped 
overboard at night and s w2.m ashore through the shark-infested 
lagoon. 

Gasping for breath on the sa.nds, Mair s aw a turtle dig
ging a hole to l a y its eggs. He heard t he clink of metal, and on 
investigating :fo 1..1.11d Spanish .American doJ.le.l's, rings and other 
valuables bursting out of an iron che s t. He cal"I'ied the trove 
:furtheI' up the beach s.nd h id it. 

Sterndale and I\1:::1. ir were eventually ta.ken from Suwarrow 
and Mair l ater 1.0:as k illed in the New Hebrides befoPe he could 
return to recl a im his trea sure. Since then many have looked in 
vain. 

(Fishing News London July, 1961) 

_She Had)\. Halibut Is Tail 

• Do any of todayrs fishermen believe in mermaids? It's 
very doub.tful but onc e it wa s common enough. 

Proo:f of tho.t has turned up in Shetl2.nd. When Sir 
Stanley Nicholson d ied recently, Lady Nicholson went through a 
large assortment of' papePs, and cs.me across a statement written 
by a predecessor cif' 8 j_r Stanley's in 1823. 

Three fishermen :from the island of' Yell had s worn before 
a JP that in July of tha t ye·ar 9 while - they ·v1ere f'-ishing 36 miles 
from land, they hooked a creatu~e about three feet long , and about 
thirty inches in. circumference a cross the .s·hou.lders. 
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The top part resembled a. fema le human, and the 
document goes to describe the for m in det a il, but the loBer 
half resembled tne t a il of a halibut. One of t he ma in f eat ures 
of the 11 f ace n was t ~1e mouth - it '.Y8. S so big that when o::_Jened 
wide it could a dmit B. man 's fisto 

When the men s p oke the animal anmvered, but t hey did 
not bring proof of the ir CRtch a shore. 

The three men were 1Nilliam Manson, Dan iel M8llson and 
John Henderson, a ll from Cullivoe, North Yell, EJhetl and. 

(Fishing News London 

_Ira t e Lobster 

.August, 1961) 

Aft er hi s · r•etir ement fr•om lobster fishing , Mr. Alec 
MacDougal, of q1.,1_in ish, Denva i g , continued to i.,v ork t wo or three 
creels a s a hobb y . 

One d ~r n ot so long ag o he r eturned to shore with one 
large lobster. He anc hored h i s ooat, tied the lobst er 11;; ith string 
to the mooring rope in the YJG.ter 311d went a shore i n this dinghy. 

He wor ked in h is boa t house for about two-and-a-half 
hours, during wh i ch t:Lme t he tide receded, leav i ng the crust aeean 
high and dry. Mr. Ma cDougal looked up to see a hooded croH diving 
for his dinghy. 

Th inking the bird mj_ght be af ter h is c p_ tch , which 
weighed three-and-a-ha lf p oun.ds , he hurried to investiga te, to 
find the crow l ying de ed - wi t h its he a d crushed - beside the 
disgruntled lobster. · 

(Fishing News London August, 1961) 

Tm1a fis h ing h as suddenl y come into t he news in New 
Zealand. Int ere st in the subject h a s grown r ap idly s j_nce J apanese 
tuna fishing tr o.y;, ler s stsrted c a ll ing at New 1.'. eal and ports. 

One c anning comp9.ny has bought s. tuna tr rrv:I l er a:nd h a s 
engaged an .i-'a.mer ic2,n t u112 fishing e]cpert who, with a Nev.1 Ze a l and 
crew, is to try to fish tuna off t he coast of t he North Island . 

Meanwhile, the :f':re,:·/ Zeal and Fishermen ts F'ederat ion has 
announced that j_t intends . to r·enew its appe o.l to the Government 
to extend New Zeal and's territ oria l limits fro m three miles to 25 
miles from the coast , be c a use, it s ays, J apanese ve s s els are ruill
ing fishing clo se off-shor e . 
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A similar appeaJ. was rejected a year ago. But, said Mr. 
E. Mansfield, president of the feder a tion, 11 that was before the 
effect of Japanese fishing was k.novvn. i: 

This season, he s a id, has been the worst for nearly 20 
years and the shortage of fis h is a tt11 ibuted to the Japanese. 

(Fishing News London October, 1961) 

W. Ni r~ erian 1Grov.r Your Own Fish' 
__ _,_J.,,;,__., ..... ~ ...... ,---·· ·--·,.....,-·--· -~-- ✓ -

Qrn_a ig_nJor . Diet~ _/:~nd HJ@lih 

A uniq__ue 11 Grow Your Own Fisll? campaign is providing good 
food, finance and fun for the people of West ern Nigeria today. 
It is one in a series of measures by Premier S.L. Akintola 's Action 
Group Government to i mprove the diet and he a lth of the people. 

The cultivation of fish in reservoirs and ponds to 
produce fresh fish on the spot and a t reasonable prices has been 
underta.ken by the Fisheries Division of the Ministry of .A.gricul ture 
and Na tural Resources. 

Al though Nigeria as a vvhole is fortunate in having a 
long sea coast a n d two major rivers - the Niger and the Benue ."."' 
as ·well as .five or .six lesser rivers, there are many dry areas · 

· ··where little str eams rlm into i;,he ground during the dry season 
and_ local inl.1.abita.11.ts h ave to walk long distances to get water 
for every-day needs. As most of Western Nigeria's fish comes from 
the sea and rivers, it i s apparent that fresh fish in these dry, 
tropical areas i s a rare commodity because -of transport and 
preservation difficulties. Tlrn people hs.ve therefore had to make 
do with dried fish f'rom the neighbouring Northern Region or 
imported stock fisho 'l'he dried fish is ·less nutritious a_nd 
expensive because of transport and primitive processing methods. 

The ttGrow Yo ur Own Pish" campaign was launched to assist 
in overcoming these difficulties and help defeat malnutrition, one 
of the chief sources of disease in the trop ics. 

The iJlTestern Nig eriEm diet contains a preponderance of 
carbohydr a tes and v ery little prot e in, and prices of protein sub
stances such as me 2,t, fish and milk 8.I'e normally so high that they 
are beyond the r each of the lower income groupso The Ministry is 
attempting to br i ng these prices down by establishing and encoura
gin beef cattle, da iry .and poultry industries a nd encouraging the 
establishment of fish p onds in are o.s distant from the sea and 
rivers. 
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Some of t he ponds c:_r e owned 1JY t he Gov er nment but the 
majority are privat e enter pr ise pr~jects. Today there a r e 72 
ponds and eight r eservoirs and 15 mor e r ese1, voirs ar e being built. 
Thirty-seven ponds r.md eight r eservoirs G.r e il1 pr·oduction. 

Th e pre sent p onds p1,oduc e four and s. half tons of fish 
annually. 

Q9.::_Qper a tion 
· The ponds are worked by a system of co-oper a tion. Fish 
are supplied free lJ y the Fi sheries Division and introduced into 
the ponds. Later 9 vrhen t he stocks h ave established themselves, 
the Government sends one of its four fisheries station ass istants 
to help vvith the c1,oppil1g . As sisto.nts also g ive technic a l advice 
on the ·man agement of p onds, mid c a re of fish. 

In some a r eas s uch as I wo encl. Ado 9 loc a l a utho1,itie s 
employ full-t ime fishermen to do stocking fro m Government r eser
voirs a nd cropping from the loc a l p onds. The methods employed 
by t he fishermen vary, depending on the type of fish they intend 
to catch. Cast nets, s e ine net s , set nets , wire tr a ps and silver 
hooks are a ll employed . 

Fish h a s a lways b een p opula r Yr ith Western Nigerians and 
the est ab lishment of fish f2.l'1 ming is therefore not creat ing a 
preferentia l t as te f or fish but is turning it from a luxury 
enjoyed by a few to someth ing that is within the rea ch of the 
masses. 

HobqL TC?.Q 
With more s.nd more eating fish 9 and the increase in the 

consump tion. of protein the problem of' malnutrition will be eased. 

Apart from t h is r,10s t important effect another adva11t ag e 
of' fish f arming i 3 the provision of employment for mo1, e member's of 
the community, and amatem, fishermen are a lso 2_b l e to en joy a 
hobby wh ich is not only gr a.tifying but mat eP i al l y productive. 

(Fishing News London October, 1961) 

Seven Rul e s for the Rad.iotelerJhone Pest 
..,_ ... ~ .,. .... no. •. ;. • •'--,....,"" " -►--• ···· ..... =•·""'" '"''"' · _, y ..._,,.___, .. ft> ..... . · - · ,,_,._,. ___ ~- . -_.,.._,_..,._""'"·-,.,....----

With a little attention to det a il~ 
you, too, can become a p a in in the neck. 

By Jolm. S. T. Gibson 

Notvl!i thstandi11g any old fashioned ideas to the contrary, 
y·our radiophone is i10 mere means of communic 8.t j_on, It is your 
publicity agent, yo ur st a. tus symbol 2.nd a companion to whom you 
can a lways t a lk. Malce the most of it lJy following these simple 
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rules 2-.nd feel your prestige soar. 

(1) If a weaker phone t han yours is on the a ir, don't wait 
for its ovvner to finish. You may b e ab le to drovm it out. If' 
someone with a powerful phone is t a l k ing and this technique would 
not succeed, pr ess r epea tedly on your microphone button to show 
the world t hat you are bei11g k ept vm i ting. l."'li th luck you maY be 
able to make the other · man I s conver•sation unintelligible too. 

(2) Once ~rou have t he air, t a l k in a v ery slow conversa-
tiona l tone a s this enables you to spend more time saying less. 
Tr;y to som1d bored and disscJ.tisf'iecl with y our c a tch and at the 
same time maJce i t quite c le ar t hat y ou h a ve caugh t more fish than 
anyone els e . ( :;:;;:;~ample: 1'there 1 s absol ute l y nothing here , I doubt 
if I 1ve got 100 coho ;ye t 1 ). If you c cm 't think what to say, keep 
your thumb on the button and s ay 11 ER 11 in a loud clear voice for 

· 5 seconds• be t·ween every other word. Tllis i nterval s ignal helps 
to r eserve your excl u.s ive ri g1.1t to the a ir. If' you still can 1 t 
think of anything to s ay, r epeat iVha t yo u have a lre ady said. For 
t h ose of' limited vo cabul e.r y , an excellent :p lan is t() learn by 
heart a few radiophone cliches, and make full use of g eneral pur
pose 0xpress ions such as i; okay 1: . So me expert:s can hold the air 
for severa l minutes saying scar c e l y anyt h:i.ng mor e t t1.an nokayn, in 
a wide v.sTiety of tone s and :i.nflections, Vii th occasional variants 
such Ecs 11 okaydokay 11 and finally signing of f with the standard 
v a ledictory a ddr ess, 11 o.kay-dokay-f ine-and-da11d;y-see-you- in-the 
harbour 1

;. This imp lie s no commitment actuall~r to see him in the 
harbouro 

(3) Either (a) shout a t the top of y our voic e right into the 
microphone , and b l a st those so-and-sos right out of their vvheel
hous es, or (b) turn yoUI' ht:;; ad away a nd mumble out of the r: indm7, 
using the micI'ophone to scr•otch the b 2ck of' yo l-1.r neck. This 
t e chnique ,:r ill pry c urious eavos<ll'oppers o-t:'. t of their cockp its to 
g l ue an ear to t b~ loudspeaker. For best r e sults, a llov time for 
this r eact ion to t ake place, then s u it ch guiclcly to (a) above. 

(4) If t 1.70 · or three friends are fishing close enough together 
to be i;-r ithin hailing dist ance 9 tJrny should be able- to h ear each 
other above a ll other phone us u .,s, and can thus m2intain a cont in
uous runn.ing comment c:,.r y on ev ery fish t hey c a tch, 2,nd a t the same 
t ime interfere Vi i t h other pe op le I s conver s o_t ions over perhaps the 
entire co as t. 

(5) If y ou hav e a I'e a lly noisy ene;ine 9 pref erab l y with less 
than 4 cylinders , loos e bea1.;ings on yo ur auxiliary drive shaft, 
or other i nter est ing noises off, inst a ll r a diophone as close a s 
possibl e . to the Inachinery, and g ive your voic e the interesting 
and distinctive backgrollild of a simulated percussion band. 
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(6) If you ai1 c not sure your transmitter is transmitting 9 

bloYr your nose, ·whist l e , 011 b e lch into the microphone . Remembe11 

tha t the more d isg ustin gly loud y our noises a re 9 t h e brighter the 
little light will g loTI . 

· (7) If yo ur eg o n eeds still further boosting , buy a mo~e 
po,Herful r a diophone, hi11 e a declcho.nd to do the act u,=:_l fishing , 
and spend a ll y our time sitting in the 1.1hee l h o use talli:::i:ng on the 
r adiophone ' e.bout your deckhand to ot:ier employers 01,, labouro 
This g ives the impression thot y ou a 11 e a very ·big shot indeed • 
.A.ny resemblance to suburb ex1 hoLLsm1ives discussing the "se11 v ant 
problem11 is purely coincident a l. 

(Western Fisherie s Va nco uver, B. C. 

1962. Peruvi an Mea l Output Of' 

One Million Tons Foreca st 

July, 1961) 

Production of fish meal by Peru in 1962 will exceed one 
million tons, acco11 ding to industry estimates . This startling 
prediction ~as c 2r~ied i n 2 report f ro m Lima by U.S. Errilias s y of'
f'ici a ls on Sep tenb er 13, i.·vhich reveal ed tha t Pei1 uvian fish meal 
producers, up to ec:,.r- l y Ans ust , lrnd a lr eady sole'. for delivery 
during 196 1, mor e than t::1e a rn1m,l quot a of 600 ,000 tons (set by 
the Paris meetine:; of fish meal :or·"duc.ers in Octob er, 1960) and 
that total production for t h is ye ar Dill reach 800,000 tons. 

The Peruvian me a l i ndus t r :r is still expa.ndi11g r ap idly. 
Sever2.l nmv fish meal p l e.nts 2xe being built~ and f'ishing ve s sels 
continue to be l a unched from the numerous s h ipyards a long the 
Peruvian coast at the r a te of abo ut one a we ek. Mo.ny of them are 
65-f'oot steel-hulled v e s s els. 

The U. ;3 , l:inb a ss~y re~Jort s that :, there has boen no indic
ation of a ny effort on the p Ert of the Government of Peru er the 
industry itself to control its growth or to t ake the restr a ining 
action ne c essar y to pr event 8. r e ct1r•11 en ce of the 196 0 s lump in the 
market for fish n eal. 1' 

Prices dti.ring t he second auarter of 1961 we1,,e maint ained 
a t a f a ir l evel, due to the effo11 ts -of the industry organization 
(Consorcio Pes qu ero del Peru, SolL) and the stronger world market 
for fish meal. :ciat a -oubli shed by the Consortium show a -orice of 
$102 per metric t on (U. S . :])92.53 a short ton) c &f Europe;_n markets 
at the beginning of the .April quc.11 t er . L z. tc in the q_u a11 t er prices 
increa s ed to );\:121 a metric ton --( (;109 . 77 a sho:r,t ton) and to ~~125 a 
m~tric ton (~113.40 a short ton) and r eached ~1 28 a metric ton 
U;nl 6 .12 a short ton) ab out mid-Hc":.Y. They r emained a t that level 
until the end of June. 

(West ern Fisheri ~s Vancouver, B.C. September, 1961) 
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J apan-yse"ITJ New_ Invisihle, Nets 

_Japanese rr1othership-type sc1.lmon fleets operating in the 
North Pacif'ic used a new type of transparent nylon gillnet this 
year which promises to mark 11 a revolutionar;y step in the f'ield 
of fishing gear development. 11 

According to a J apanese fisheries paper, Suisan Tsushin, 
the f'leets will all be equipped with the new nets next year. 

The invisible nets \~ie re produced. jointly by two Japanese 
·firms, and supplied to all 12 fl eets engaged in the salmon fishery, 
on an experimental basis. Catch per unit of gear is said to have 
been ahout t,!,rice that of nylon.:..type gear normally used, and cost 
was limited to less than 60 percent of regular geo.r·. 

Other Japanese net manufacturers hope to start producing 
"transparent nets" in the nenr future and experiments are now being 
conducted to utilize the now rtet for other fisheries. 

(Western Fisheries Vancouver, B.C. September, 1961) 

New._:2:.~sie Regulations q_n Fr1 ozen Tuna 

.J,yng.in_g_§j and Transshi nments 

·.The Ja~Janese _Fishery Agency made public in September 
1961 the following regul 2,t ions g overning the oper at ions of 
Japanes6 tw.1a ve c sels in the At l antic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, and 
the Indian Oce an . · 

.Atlantic Ocean: Medium-tJ-0 pe tuna vessels, distant
water' tuna vessels, and por t ab le-vess el-car'rying tuna motherships 
shall l,e author i 2ed to oper 2. te in the .Atlantic Ocean for specified. 
periods, except (1) when they do not have p lans to ., export their 
catches to foreign countries; (2) vvhen their operations are con
sidered to have a bad effect on international relations; · (3) when 
·they plan to operate in the Atlantic OcGan for a period of over 
two years. 

Essentially, a ll vesse ls must file with the Fishery 
Agency applicatj_ons indicating their intent to engage in the 
Atlant ic Ocean tuna fishery and must submit certain prescribed 
documents. 

Permission to land or transfer c a tches 9 including prod
ucts :produced fro m the c a tches 9 at ports bordeI'ing the Atlantic 
Ocean shall be granted separately for each trip 9 as a rule. 
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However, permission Viill n ot be gr•o.nted (1) v1hen it is no t 
al together cle ar whether the c c,tcl1es 9 including products pro
duced from the c a tches, 1:--rill be consumed in the country to 
which they are delivered; (2) vihen it is felt thot approval 
may result in obstructing the p1"omotion .of d irect Japanese 
tuna exports~ 

Transfer at sea fro E1 one vess el ' to another of cs.tches9 
including products :__Jroduced from those catches 9 sh~~,11 be · pro
hibited. 

. , 

Medium-type tuna vessels and dist ant-water tuna 
vessE3ls planning to l t1.nd or transfer their c a tches 9 including 
products processed from the cat .ches 9 c::,. t ports ·iJordering the . 
Atlantiq_ Ocean must subnit app lica tions beforehand for clear
ance. 

Port s.b le-vessel-cai"rying tuna motherships planning 
to land or tr ansfer their catche s, including products produced 
from the catches, at ports bordering the Atlantic Ocean must 
submit certe.in presc1"ibed documents lJ efore departing their 
Japanese home ports. They must also apply for clearance each 
time they wa11.t to land or t1"ansfer their catches at p orts 
borde1"ing the Atlantic Ocean. 

Vessels which plan to export tuna to those 1ocalities 
not governed by the export regul a tions of the Export Frozen 
Tuna Producer s Associa tion, and p lan: to la11.d or transfer their 
catches at ports bordering the Atlsntic Ocean ov er an extended 
period of time a t intermittent interva ls 9 must first be 
cleared before they leave their Japanese 1.1ome ports • 

. Indi_an and Pacific Oceans: Medi um-type tuna vessels 9 

distant-\.vater tuna -ves sels 9 .and p ortable-vessel-carrying tuna 
motherships will not as a rule be permitted to land or trans
fer their c a tches 9 including products processed :from the 
catches 9 at ports other them J apanese ports. Th is rule will 
not ap~Jly in the case where it is clear that the c atche:3 or 
products wi ll. ·be consumed in the forei3n country that they · 
were deiive'r·ed t ·o. Landings of tuna a.t 82.moa and Santo are 
also exempted from this ruling. 

Applic a tions . to land c2tches, including products pro
duced .from the c a tches 9 a t ports other than Japanese · ports 
must be s·ubmi tted in a ccordance vvi th r egula tions governing the 
landing or transfer of tm1a in the }Jorts bordering the Atlan~ 
tic Ocean. 
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Transfer of c atches , including pr oducts processed 
from the c a tches~ for t h o pUJ. .... ~Jose of' s iliP:) il1g them to Japan 
by vessels. other them by ver:3sels ·which . orig inally landed the 
fish shall be prohibited. Such tra.nsferff sliall be ·o.llovJ.ed 
only Yifhen it b e co!-r1 es nec ess ar;y- to transship tm1a from the 

··· At l antic Ocean:·· to Je.pan to stabilize market conditio11s OI' 

permit the maximum ti.tilization of the c a tch. 

. h.fedium-type tuna. vessels and distant-vrn.ter tuna ves
.sels must submit a_ report to the ?ishery Agency Director with-
in 30 .days after they land or tr ansfer their catch6s , includ
ing products produced from the catches, at a foreign port. 

(Market News Service, . New York Geptembei; ;1961) 

Million-Ton . . Pilchard_,Cntcl~ Forecast _ for Africa 

The re:narkable r un of good fishing off the West Coast 
of South Africa continued i:c1to the 1961 shoal season when the 
c a tch o~ pilchar4s, maasbanker and mackerel exceeded 500,000 
short tons for t he first time and reached a total of 542,429 
tons. The season, whi ch started ~ith the l~rges t monthly 
catches ever bro ught iri by West Coast boats; lasted from 
Janua~y to the end of J uly . 

A tot a l of lL~O bo a ts brought in the cs.tch, ai1d 15 
proc~ssing f a ctories produced 119,388 Short tons o~ fish 
meal 5 Lj.0,327 loLe· tons of fish body oil, and 43,226, 7L~4 lbs. 
of c.ai:med pilcha_1 .... ds, i·,masbc:mker and mackerel. 

Scientists of' the South African Division Df Sea 
Fisheriea were s urpr ised b y ~he big increase in the 1961 
r.atch over the r e cord landin.g s in the same period of L!-23, 524 
tons. From tempcro.ture and other observatio:ns made during 
th~ autumn of 196 0 9 the;y- had s.nticipated landings about. the 
same a s in 1960e Bv.t a :aevv- ly-discover·ed phenomenon is 
thought to . have 2.Jroduced the · 1961 bonanzao 

For years n ow, fishery scientists engaged in the 
south 811.d sonthwest_ African pilchard research program have 
suspected some connect ion 1J etvrnen the fish shoals of the 
Cape West Coast 211.d ti1ose of Walvis Bos - where six factories 
are expected to process 2 nevv Pecord total this ye2r of 
375,000 short tons. 

To check t ~ is link a t a2ging prog~am wa s started 
i n 19560 Sl.•211 r,; et e.l t ags h ave since been inserted in the 
side of' the bell t es of :J ilchards taken by research vessels 
and rel eased. L i 1957 Emd 1958 three ;Val vis Bay t ags vrnre 
recovered b;y· : magn ets in -C1:i.:i;)e .factories • . Tl1is s eason 12 -tags 
inserted off Wa1~·is Bay t, ;;10 to fou1-. ye ars before were recDvered . 
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in the Cape, and fishery scientists noYi tie lieve th 3_t the big 
shoals of high- c::,_u a li ty fish of t h e early pr:trt of the season 
were a nwvement of r,1e,t;_u'e :9ilc~1arcls :Crom t t e 'Halv is Be_y area 
700 miles to the ~orth . For so rae re a son th2 t )1as still to 
be dis coveI•ed t hese f i s : :;_ s e em to n ove south a c ainst t he 
north-flowing Benc;t1-e l a Current. 

'rhe qunlity of t lJ.•~ fish ';-i-a s :::,.bout the best ever 
s e en in Ca~ie factories. 'T· e~\' gav'e 2-11 ou_Jc,s.~~anding c m1.ned 
product and in t _:1e fi1°ct t 1i10 Ltonths of t he . season r; s.ve an 
oil yjelc1 of more than 20 g 2llons to the ton. I n 611e fac
tory· the oil yie l d reached 33 3allons from a ton of raw fish. 

1'Hth pilchD.rds C01''-:::irisir1g Lj.L~3,1_~99 tons of the Cape 
catch 8.nd likcl:, to comprise a l most a ll of the 375,000 tons 
taken off Wal vis Bay, 12.nding s of t 1-1is fish in the Southern 
African fishery . in 196 1 should exceed the highest ever . in .. 
the peak years of the California fishery. The season is · 
a lso almor:.1t certain to ~Jush t he south and south1.vest African_ 
c a tch of a ll fish beydnd 1,000:000 short . tons for the first 
time . 

(Pacific Fi_sherman Pcn·tlc:-:..nd, Ore. October, 1961) 

. . ER_rl.y .. SardL1eCatch _T.Ql2§ 1960_ Total 

Ca lifornia sardine fishery, which this year is 
facing its fii-•st six-months-long s Ga son in many years, was 
ahead of l ast ye ~,1.r at d2._te of wr iting ~ BuJ:'ea.u of Commercial 
Fisheries figures for the season through September 16 showed 
a total state cat ch of 6,053 tons, just passing the 1960 
year-t0-date tot a l of 6,023. 

The fish ermen were encouraged by a good st afting 
price, (i50 per tol1-, ~.::~1 ich is (;15 ahead of l ast year's 
f'i gure. 

The mar:rnt i' or s 2rcLu1es s eemed i mJ)i"dved thj_s year 
over l as t, c a nne:cs occ e ,J ting about t::1_11 the :i:'i :Jh they could 
ge-c, . B1:,1"lY in t :1e s c;rrn o11, . '7/ i th short c a t chc s a11d a dis"i
courag ing sea son forecest fro m the Ca l ifornia Fish and Game 
Department , cm1ners i;:c1·G lnmting for fish harder than they 
have for some, years. 

(Pacific Fisherman Portland, Ore. October, 1961) 


