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subject to departmental convenience, for officials and others 
on the days when the ir services are re~uiredo 

All applications for spec i a l l eave must be sub­
mitted to the Director for a:rn1rov2. l and must be supported 
by an official notification from the Organising Councilo 

HEAVY FINES FOR ILLEGAL BIRD EXPORTS 
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In the first action : of its kind in this $tate, 
the Commonwealth Customs Department recently succes·sfully 
prose.cuted two South Austra lians who were charged with 
having attempted 9 on October> 1-1, 1961; to export birds con­
trary to the provisions of the Customs (Prohibited Exports) 
Regulations o The two men, Robe1,t George Bray and Charles 
Harold Weeks, were convicted and each fined £1000 They 
·were also ordered to pay costs amounting to £4012~0. eacho 
The case was heard in the Fremantle Police Court .· on December 
18. This Department co-opera ted with the Customs Depar.,tmen t 
but did not launch a separate prosecutiono The birds ·con­
cerned in the offence were seized by the Commonwealth and 
sold by public tendero 
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History -rm s made in the Broome court on Octol::)er 
6, vvhen Frank Graham :Gvans :9leaded guilty to having committed 
a breach of the F'auna Protection Act by taking J_Jrotected 
fauna, to rli t, a wi .l d turlcey or Australian Bustard. Th,e 
cas.e was prosecuted "by InsJ_Jector R.J. Baird ,;,rho receiv·eo. our 
congratulat.ionso Long held in contempt, particularly by 
vis·i tors to the north, the lega l protection afforded thes~ 
economically ·vaiuable birds might well receive general re­
cognition if . this case is not a llowed to remain a single 
isolated irtstanceo 
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Reporting last December, Seniol" Inspector J.;E. 
Munro gave details of some profitable f'iohing by a local 
professional o Opera ting on Yvell-known grounds south of · 
Fremantle, the fishe rmen - ·who for obvious re a sons remains 
anonymous - took 1 lJL~ snapper of an average weight of' i 8 lb o 

in one nigh. t ' s hooking o · 




