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ST.A.FF NOTEf; 
,.- zx ;...o:-.,o . . --=.~ • ..., - ~ .• 

The Director, Mr A oJo Fraser, re turned to du t y on 
J anuary 30 after annual leave . On :F1eb1"1..rnr;,~ 1 he wi 11 a ccom
pany the Ministe1" f or F isher>ies, Mr Hutchins on, on an i n spec
tion of proposed national parklands betvveen iViandurah a nd 
Bunburyo They will be accompanied b y Mr H.B. Shugg, of Head 
Office, and the Minister's private secretary, Mr JoRo 
Driscoll o Later, on February 15, Mr l:'ra. ser and Mr Shugg will 
visit Wellington Weir in connection with a propo sa l to estab
lish a native fauna showplace there as 2 tourist a ttractiono 

~:~ :-:: ; · • 

M1" Shugg a l so returned to duty on January 30 
after annual leave ·wh ich he had interrupted to a ttend a meet
ing of the Australio.n Wa terfowl li.dv j_sory Committee held in 
Sydney from J anu a r y 16 to 'i 8. He also s:pen t two days in 
Melbourne during which he had further discussions with Mr 
M.C. Dovmes ( the secretary of the committee and Victorian 
delegate to the meeting) on v:.ra te1"fowl management, and inspec
ted management work in the fieldo 

,· .. ~:· -:,. 

The Supervising Inspector, Mr J.E. Bramley, will 
visit the Bun1mry district about the middle of February on a 

· ro~tine inspectiono 

-'~.' ... . ... ... ~ .. ... 

Yve welcome t o the staff Mr Peter George Yewers, 
who commenced at Head Office on January 23, vice P.J. 
Williams, resigned. We also welcome Mr Eneas Alan Mackenzie, 
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who has been appointed Engineer, 
Kennedy" _ 

, · ., -.. -, 
··• •:• ··· 

roVo ilPeron 11
, vice Do 

Inspector HoD. Kava ~w.ghy of E!h a :i."k Ba y, will com
mence three · vrneks ' annua l l eave Ol1. l~ebru2.ry 1 • 

( ; :,;; ~:: 

Assistant Inspector D.,P. Gordon, v:rho had acted as 
. Fleet Maintenance Officer during Mr Ba tema n I s absence on long 
service leave, has been assig11ed to the p Q v. 11 Kooruldhoo II to 
assist the skipper, Inspector F~J .• Ca mpbell. Assista nt In
spector N .K. Henry has been tempora r·ily a ssigned to the Perth 
District Of'f'iceo 

.-.. . ~ •. · , 
··••,;""'• • 

The of'ficers to be sta tioned at Houtman Abrolhos 
for two weeks prior to the opening day will be Assistant In
spectors E.H. Ba rker and G.J. Hanley a nd Ca det Insp e ctor P.A. 
Smitho 

·;: ~:.; =•:· 

Miss MoA. Bar•tlett, or He a d Of'ficG, vrill be on 
leave for a week f'rom February 5. During her o.bsence, :Mrs R

0 

Walker will be employed, tempora rily , in her stea d. 

:Pft_FS OJ¼~ " :edL~S 
Dr Ko Sheard, formerly Senior Re search Officer, 

Division of' Fisheries and Oce ano gr 2.phy, C. 8 .LR.o., r e tired. 
from the Organisation on December 31 o Dr Sheard for many 
years was in charge of the Division's crayfish investi gations 
in this State., 

.. •,. .· .. ·. 
~ .. ·.•· ... 

Dr J.,Mo Thomson, Principa l Re sea rch Officer, Dr
R.G. Chittleborough, Senior Research Officer, and Mr A. Stark, 
a biometrician1 of' the Division of Fisheries and Oceanography 
C.S.IoRo0. 1 will spend some days in this Sta te during Febru
ary~ · Dr Thomson. 1 who has b e en appointed project leader by 
the Western Fisheries Research Committe e 9 and Mr Sta rk will 
confer with Research Officers B.;Ko Bowen and R.Jo Slack-
Smith in relation to the committee's programme of' cray:fish 
and pravm re search o 
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V'!bile in P~rth Dr Thomson a nd Dr Chi ttleborough 
will attend a confe r ence of r eD r e s enta tives o:f local whaling 
companies on sperm Yi-hale rese archo 'l'h e Dii-•ecto1" will also 
be present with Mr Saville, and J,;r D.J. Ga tes, o:f the 
Fisheries Di vision, Department of Primary Industry, Canber1"a, 
will represent that Division. 

Du1"j_ng their 1 O days I stay in the State, Dr 
Thomson and Mr Stark Yvill visit Bunl:mry and Albany in con
nection with the Australian salmon research programme now in 
train. · · 

~·~ 6~. ,~. 
"~' •• ,. ":i • 

Congratulations are extended to Dr G.F. Mees, 
Curator of Vertebrates in the Wester-n Australian Museum, vvho 
has been awarded an :1~·1800 U.S. study tour grant. Dr Me e s · 
will leave in February for museum and field studies in orni
thology in Malaya, Europe and the United Stateso 

P,;F.OFES9+QNAkCJl.DJITSHIJ'§ 

We are very happy to announce that approval has 
been. signified to the creation of two J.?rofessional cadet
ships in the Department. The s.elected applicants, who 
must have matriculated in science, will be given three 
years' • training, leading to a B.Sc. degree, in the Univer
sity of Western Australia. While both cadets vvill major in 
Zoology, one vrill be trained fol" research Yvork in fisheries 
and the other in fauna conservation and uildlife management. 

1.JJE ~JJOLSY J iQ.BUJ;?.::J31J1"Q 
·. For many years now, the epitome of wishful think

ing in ornithological circles has been to dream of finding 
the Noisy Scrub-bird. ·The scattered reports of sightings 
of this elusive will-o 1 -the-rvis:p over the years have never 
failed to bring forth the sceptically ironic grimaces which 
the expert reser-ves for the wilder "boners" of the hopeful 
amateur. A report that this species had been seen was 
_tp_§~to proof of the mental aberration of the claimant. 
And probably rightly so in many cases, but • .some now seem · 
likely to have been factual. 

On Christmas morning ornithologists 1,;verG given 
the nicest .present most could imagine. It was the 
authentic-sounding report by Harley Webster, of Albanyy a 
well-known and res:pe.cted worker 9 that he had cracked one of 
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the biggest wildlife jackpots of ~ecent times in re
discovering the Noisy Scrub-bird, ~or•eviously lost to science 
for more than sixty years. - · 

This sh2ttering ncvrn ,Hhisked Dr D.Lo Serventy 
from his home, des:pi te the f2.mily-im:porta11.ce of the season, 
and in short time he had joined I'Ir 0:iebstel" and 11ad coni'i2med 
beyond doubt that the ti"uant had bee21 found. Since then a 
number of ornithologists h2.ve mo.de the 1? ilgrim2.[;'e to Tvvo 
People Bay and have been rewarded ~ith si@1tings of the bird. 
They include honorar;y ward.en Julian Ford and Advisory 
Cornmi ttee member J .Bo Higham. Mr Fo1,c1 must be aclcnowledged 
as unlucky to have missed making the discovery for he I'e
vealed to the Department many months ago his belief that the 
bird existed in the area and he had spent some time searching 
for it. 

Serventy and Whi ttell, in their "Handbook of the 
Birds of Western Aust1"alia", recorded that the Noisy Scrub
bird had been collected by only four naturalists - Jolm 
Gilbert, the noted collector who obtainGd the type s1Jecimen, 
George Masters, William Webb and A.J. CrnnplJell o It was the 
latter who collected at Torbay in 1899 the last specimen 
known to scienceo As Dr Servcnty has written since the re
discovery, Webster's find completed a remarkable year in 
the restoration to the living of' species of Australian fauna 
previously considered to be extinct. In the one yearj 1961, 
the Night Pq.rrot and Goyder I s Grass-Wren 1,7er0 found in 
central Australia, Leadbeater 1 s Possum in Victoria and 
finally the Noisy Scl"Ub-bird in this State o 

The area Yvhere JVi1, Webster has found the bird in
cludes land already reserved and it is expected that a 
special reservation will be made, either as a hational park 
or as a sanctuaryo Other precautionary protective measures, 
including a complete ban on the talcing o:f spec::imens., will 
be imposeda Arrangements for the close study of the 
creature in ito environment are being made. 

EMPIRE GAMES - LE.AVE CONDITIONS -=--=•·-~ .. . . .. ·..--.-. X: IC:'~~----·~=-:·,., .. .::. .··---·· 

In a circular instruction to permanent heads, 'the 
Public Service Commissioner, Mr R.J o Bond, has set dovm the 
conditions under Yvhich leave may be granted to comIJeti tors, 
officials and honorar;y personnel participating in the 
British Empire and Commonwealth Games to be held in Perth 
later this yearo The conditions include special leave on 
full pay for persons selected in the official team and~ 
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subject to departmental convenience, for officials and others 
on the days when the ir services are re~uiredo 

All applications for spec i a l l eave must be sub
mitted to the Director for a:rn1rov2. l and must be supported 
by an official notification from the Organising Councilo 

HEAVY FINES FOR ILLEGAL BIRD EXPORTS 
~ ..,.~~~ ...., r.=-s-~ -• -.;.,._,... ~. ="""-="""--~~ ---=--'~=ti....c""""~~ 

In the first action : of its kind in this $tate, 
the Commonwealth Customs Department recently succes·sfully 
prose.cuted two South Austra lians who were charged with 
having attempted 9 on October> 1-1, 1961; to export birds con
trary to the provisions of the Customs (Prohibited Exports) 
Regulations o The two men, Robe1,t George Bray and Charles 
Harold Weeks, were convicted and each fined £1000 They 
·were also ordered to pay costs amounting to £4012~0. eacho 
The case was heard in the Fremantle Police Court .· on December 
18. This Department co-opera ted with the Customs Depar.,tmen t 
but did not launch a separate prosecutiono The birds ·con
cerned in the offence were seized by the Commonwealth and 
sold by public tendero 

-~AKI.RUTLB-!ill,_Y ~RINGU_IBg tL:I~ 

History -rm s made in the Broome court on Octol::)er 
6, vvhen Frank Graham :Gvans :9leaded guilty to having committed 
a breach of the F'auna Protection Act by taking J_Jrotected 
fauna, to rli t, a wi .l d turlcey or Australian Bustard. Th,e 
cas.e was prosecuted "by InsJ_Jector R.J. Baird ,;,rho receiv·eo. our 
congratulat.ionso Long held in contempt, particularly by 
vis·i tors to the north, the lega l protection afforded thes~ 
economically ·vaiuable birds might well receive general re
cognition if . this case is not a llowed to remain a single 
isolated irtstanceo 

A ~GQQD = SlLAPPERQ-8:.,'tCH 

Reporting last December, Seniol" Inspector J.;E. 
Munro gave details of some profitable f'iohing by a local 
professional o Opera ting on Yvell-known grounds south of · 
Fremantle, the fishe rmen - ·who for obvious re a sons remains 
anonymous - took 1 lJL~ snapper of an average weight of' i 8 lb o 

in one nigh. t ' s hooking o · 
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~O,QR STAlITJ_Q.J;mcKSM§ON 

Shooters largely had themselves to blame last 
December when some o:f the poorest ever Yvilc1 duck opening 
shoots took place, With a lot of ducks concentra ted on 
favoured shooting· sites, such a s Gundaring Lake in the Wagin 
district, t1"igger-happ~r types opened l7-p Y.'e ll before the 
of:f icial opening time of 5 a .,mo This resul tec1 in g1"ea t 
masses o:f ducks rising and cscaIJing in the d2rl<.:ness to near
by sanctuaries. This vras, of course, fine for the ducks 
but we have still not convinced many late sleepers among 
the shooters that the ducks were there in the first place! 
This sort of thing occur1"ed at Benge1" STvam:p in the Harvey 
district (:for the :first time :for many years) and at Nonal
ling and Whitewater Lakes in the Yealering district as well 
as at Gundaring • . Shooters also 11 beat the g11n 11 at Yvannamal 
Lake between Chittering and Moora. 

Inspections of re:fuge lal~es since then have re
vealed high concentrations of ducks, grey teal predomina
ting, and have offset to some extent shooters' fears that 
something cataclysmic had happened to our duck populationo 
Subseg_uen t reports :from out-o:f-the-vvay areas ( including 
the sandplain lakes north o:f Eneabba and inland from Jurien 
Bay, and some of the south coast estuaries) mention large 
to extremely massive concentrations o:f ducks. These sight
ings draw attention to the great need :for detailed in:for
mation on waterfowl distribution in times such as these of 
high aridity in large sections of the coastal plain and . 
wheatbel ta Attention vvill be given to this work ·when a 
:full-time research programme is developed, but interim . 
reports are badly needed to pinpoint the areas important as 
drought refugesa Eventually, regular surveys will be made 
:from the air for this has been shown to be the most econo
mical and the most efficient method of assessing major 
waterfowl distribution patterns, but, in the meantime, 
reports of any large concentrations of ducks vrnuld be in
valuable o 

C00LJT .~t 

Assistant Inspector LoR, Frizzell, whom \Ve all . 
remember for his competent 1"eport given at the las~ depart
mental conference on :fauna observations at Houtman Abrolhos, 
has sent in another notew6rthy comment. This time he records 
his observa tion of a Coot (?..\lltg.0 g_tJ.;::.ot) appPoximn t c l :'.l 2 
miles of'fsho:,_'"'e nca1" Frcsh1.-.rater Point l)etween Jurien Bay and 
Dongara, on November 11 , -196-1 a 
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LEA.fl 1LQRJJJ--1rZ SElNJ.QE 

Si:nce the appropriate legislation was amended 
some time agoy public servants have become liable for jury 
service and the Public Service Commissioner has laid dovm 
the conditions m1der uhich les.ve o:f absence may be grantedo 

Special leave on full pa~r will be granted to any 
officer required to serve on a jury c1uI'ing normal working 
hours. However, once the officer is rele a sed from jury 
service he must retuI'n to duty immediately and ~-ontinue to 
work until 8.gain 1"equired to actually perform jury service o 

No of'ficer who performs jury S<.;}rvice on leave of this nature 
will be paid juror's fees, but he will be issued with a 
certificate of attendance which he must submit to his 
officer-in-chargeo 

If an officer required to per-for·m jury service 
so elects, he may, instead of applying for special leave on 
full pay, appl;y for accrued annual leave or leave without 
:payo ·If granted either of the latte1"' he may then absent 
himself for the full period of the leave and receive 
juror'·s feeso Similarly, an officer v1ho :p erforms jury 
service during his long service leave may accept juror's 
fees. 

Unless otherwise directed by the Court, an 
officer who has been granted special leave on full pay for 
jury service shall report to his Department :for ,vork at the 
normal commencing time each day of jury serviceo 

CONVICTIONS OCTOB:CR--DECEMBER 1 °61 
• ~ r - ·~ " ~ . '~-~--~-~?~•--·•~~~ ' 

~ ~ ---- ---..- ~-. ~ ... -~.-- '""·"-""'"__,__..-=-· -- "'·"--·-2 ., .. ~.--=- .. ~ :.,.~ •·-~~--- &a. ......... .. ,,.-.: .. .:-a.;:. -~~- .-.-...--~--=-~~ ' . 
Date . Def e_:1.'.::::-1'.__ ~ .. Co_':rt _ tl _ Charge~- Re sul \_ 

i FISHERIES AC'r 

28 o -1 ·i .61 1· GARBIN y Peter ,~~~~~~;~:-~- -· I Dynamiting J?ined £25 
11 BAVBEVIC, Robert II fish 11 £15 
11 11 11 

i 
11 U/r3 Iiullet " £1 0 

II 

11 

30.10.61 
II 

II 

II 

I & Whiting 
YELASH, Nedelko ! 11 Dynamiting 
YAKOVICH, Frankl 11 fish 

i 

BO\tVERS,Wallace Ho 
PHANOS 1 James G. 
KENTROS, James l 
SIGNORILE, Michele 

Fremantle 
If 

II 

II 1/s 
II 

II 

11 

crayfish 
II 

If 

II 

II 

II 

II 

£25 
£10 

£10 
If £7 0 -100 
II £7 o 1 Q o 

II £10 
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c=opyJ.crroNB 
(continued) -- -·- -.- --, -. ·- . - --. . -- ----- ·~j.---- . -.. ··-(.. . . --· ·--.. .. . . -. ·--· i -· - - -· - -· .. . 

Date : Defendant Court : Char ge : Result 
~-~--..d....-~ -"-'L:.....~- = -·-=-- __ • ..,. ___ - •--==-"'-~ .. .,._....~ -1.-... -·-- -----__ ,_,,- ... __ - :.,i - - ~ - '-"'-- - ~~ ..r~. _"""_ ..... _ . :>11:.. . -==--,.·.;,.,-. 

30.1 o.6-i 
11 

II 

II 

17a10.61 
II 

26.10.61 
II 

6.10.61 
19.10.61 

6.10 .. 61 

19.10061 

27.11.61 

12.12061 

LO PRESTI Ronald 
RICCIARDI; Natale 
BREGLIA, Cosmo 
NARD!, Michele 

GLASS,:Williarn Ao 
PLUG9 ( Jn1,) Dirk 

ROGERS,Donald Go 
11 11 

RULY, Nicholas 
MANNO, Vince 

Fremantle 
II 

11 

11 

GeI'aldton 
II 

Mandurah 
II 

Pe1,th 
!I 

! 

U/ s cro.y:f i sh iFined . £1 O 
!l . II I II £130160 
Ii II 

Illega1 netting 

U/ s cro.y:f i sh 
11 11 

1

1Illegal netting 
. Obstruction 
I 
t 

l U/s crayfish ! U/s Sec1. Mullet 

I 
I 
I 

II £10 
!I £5 

II £26 o 13 o 

II £16., 18 • 

11 

II 

fl 

II 

£5 
£10 

£16 
£10 

fAUNA PROYECTIONAQ_~ 

I EVANS, Frank Ga I B1,oome I $hooting 1Jro- I Fined £2 I 
tected fauna 

I DUPEROUZEL, Colin! Perth I Keeping pro- I II £2 
tected :fauna 

I CRAIG, Raymond C. II Shooting pro- I II £5 
tected :fauna 

, .SOJAN, Doris E. II Unlicensed I II £2 
I keeping I 

{ ! 
! 



CI.i.E.A.ll.UTG HOUSE 
_;~ .ca,.•.;:.,.,: . -~- · • ·- ...... ~ =--"'- -

All About the Haddock 
c::..:a:..:~~=-=..a:.--~-...&::..1..~~ ~-~ 

B;y:..._ Erk li_ar~Y, __ FZB 

The · wanderingG of haddock are i11teresting :fishery 
scientists on both sides of' the AtJ_antico · The joint Danish
Scottish tagging of 1,100 off the east coast of the Faroes in. 
July, and the recent request :for reports of the recovery of any 
of these fish with yellow plastic tags bearing the Aberdeen 
laboratory's name is :part of a widespread study of northern 
stocks of these fish, their growth, :po:pula tions and 
movements. 

Haddock are most ablmd8Il t in the lforth and Barents 
Seas and off Norwegian9 Scottish and Faroe coasts. They occur 
again off Canada, West Gre enland a nd eastern U.S.A. The 
haddock of the riorth-vvestern and north-easter n /1.tlantic have 
each been separated into five major stocks differing in the, 
average number of vertebrae or backbone joints and temperature 
of s:pavming grounds. The number tends to increase with the 
temperature. 

The haddock catch depends upon the :number of fish in 
their different year-clacises, as well as on the amount of 
fishing. Thus it has been shovm that a 1'0 iJer cent change in · 
the amount of' fishing may result in· only abo11 t 5 :per cen{ change 
in total catch. It is curious that haddoclc occur only on the 
continental shelves of the North Atlantic and that their 
distribution here is not cont_inuous, though usually it is less 
than 110 fathoms deep. They extend as far south as Biscay and 
New England • · 

Furthei-'more, growth-rate, age-com:9osi tion and other 
characteristics may vary from one hadcock J_)OJ;JUla tion to anotl'B r, 
and this inf'ormation is . one of the mo3t interest ~Lng results of 
fish-tagging. Migrations to and :frvm the ir winter> or spring 
spavming gr•ounds are short and may follow P a ther definite 
routes, but only seldom d o they cross deep-water channels ·which 
divide _the different stocks. · Hadcock eggs are known t.o develop 
in water as cold as 30 deg. F. and as ·rrarm as 60 deg~:F~, · and 
though the adult fish has a very similar distribution to · cocl ,, it 
generally tolerates a slightly ...-mrmer vmter, its maximum 
numbers favouring L!.O-L~5 de g . F. · 
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The currents around the islands off north Scotland 
sometimes bring young haddock from spawning grounds off north 
Scotland and the Hebrides into the North Sea, but they do not 
migrate inshore like cod and i.rvhi ting, and their main spavming 
ground is the northern North Sea and the II Gut" c Most of them 
mature at the end of their second or thu,dyears, males rather 
earlier than femaleso They are much more bottom-feeders than 
cod, taking far less fish (excepting for sand-eels) and far more 
worms, shellfish, crustaceans, etco, in their preyc They also · 
tend to start spawning a little earlier . 

The bulk of the haddoclc catch seems to be of 
three-year-old fish, though specimens are found more than 
10-years-oldo Work on fish scales by JoPo Wise in the north
west Atlantic shmvs that haddock v1ill grow· faster on some 
banks and slower on others, and dealers can sometimes recognise 
haddock from different banks, or they claim too 

(Fishing News London November, ·1961) 

Stocking tl)e =1:)is~oqedj,_Qn t Riyer Sw?:_mJ?...t?-ncl 

The young German biologist, working in the intense 
Syrian summer heat, was trying to find a vvay to bring more food, 
to a semi-desert land barely touched by water o 

Bits of previous generations were about himo Water 
for his experimental station came from a spring still held in 
check by a dam built by Romans to form the water supply for 
nearby Aphamia, then a bustling Roman city of a million 
personso 

On a h:Lll stood the fading ruins of a castle .built 
· by another invader - the Crusaders , Roman and Byzantine coins 

were scuffed up when one walked in the dusty fields, or 
ploughed up fromthebottorn of the station's experimental pondsc 

The castle is now inhabited by farmers, who built 
their houses on top of the ruinso The huge city of Aphamia, its 
ruins on land deforested a hundred centuries ago, is deserted . 

Stationed in the northernmost part of the El Ghab 
valley, 300 Kilometres from Damascus, Dro Dietmer Ro Riedel was 
experimenting to find what fish could be cultivated in Syrian 
waters and vvha t could be the most effective and economical way 
of raising them in ponds . 
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fishermen's day is spent sorting out lines which become very 
tangled (a disadvantage of the springy nylon). 

Catches are good, especially in the autumn. A 
25ft. boat with 28 lines 9 100 metres long and with 70 hooks on 
each 9 can expect to take about 56 dozen :fish, Yvi th an average 
weight per fish of 2¾lb. in four hours. 

Rays bream is a very palatable fish but all carry a 
parasitic worm in the :flesh. When the fish is skinned the worms 
are ejected by pressure of the thumb and the operation is quiqk 
and eff e·cti ve. 

VVhen cooked . the flesh is :pure i.vhi te 9 very firm and 
not unlike so.lmon in texture, and is ideal for canning ., 

(Fishing News London November, 1961) 

Ruf3.§ i~I_l l'_~JJlg_""."_::_'TI1e REAL S t2JX 

The Russian home market for fish is possibly .the 
most rapidly expanding in the world, and the Government is 
faced with the problem of finding more and more supplies. 
Ivan has acquired a taste for sardines and tunny. Tho decision 
has been mo.de to oatisfy this demand by fishing· new ,r,,raters, 
especially the Pacific and South Atlantic < The existing 
fl~et is even now overworked 9 and can only meet its present 

. commitments by mechanisation, ~nd by the more economical use of 
· · cra'f'to This economy includes a movement away from fleet 

fishing, which has proved wasteful. . 

Vast ~xpanf3ion_ILlanned 

Consequently a vast expansion is planned in the 
fishing fleet, and at least 15 nmv or mod.if ied types are now 
on the drawing board or under construction. The largest of 
these Yvill be a perfected refrigerated factory stern trawler 
using d."iesel-electric propulsion with a.c. current, designed 
for bottom and herring trawling, sardine fishing and canning, 
herring canning, and fitted with . equipment for catching and 
convert_ing non-edible fish into fish meal and commercial oil. 

Perhaps the most interesting will be the modernised 
Mayakovskii type stern trawler, intended for catching and 
freezing 4emersal fish and herrings, with complex mechanisa
tion and hutomation of the catching and processing operations, 
of the liver-oil and fish meal plants, and of the overall 
control of the vessel. This type comes closest so far to the 
Russian Ministry of Fisheries dream of an automatic trawler 
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handled by a minimum crevv whose sole function will be to press 
buttons and watch dialso 

· The remarkable results obtained in 1958 and 1959 
off Takoradi by the Chernishevskii and Mayakovskii, which 
sparked off the 11 sardine craze", have caused the construction 
of the Tropik class of s teI'n tI'mvler to be given :priority. 
ThesG vessels, being built in East Germany, are designed 
solely for sardine and tunny fishing " 

Herring also plays a major role in the Soviet 
economy, and more of the standar-d Atlantik ty:pe of middle 
water-trawlers are to be built, fitted with refrigeration 
plants and weak pickling app~ratus. 

More inshore fisp.l.ng · 

Inshore fishing is to receive more attention, and 
small trawlers and drifter trawlers are to be built to a basic 
design, with modified lay-outs suitable for the various regions 
of the Soviet Uniono 

Tunny is also coming within the embrace of the 
Russian fishing fleeto Several tunny boats for independent 
operation using lines and fitted with refrigerated holds, 
together with tunny mother ships for canning and freezing 
tunny are to b.e bui 1 t. · · 

Inland fisheries on the 1akes and inland seas Yvhich 
dot the Russian land mass are to be investigated, and .a new 
tyPe o:r small fishing craft · is to be developed c · 

To the Russian planner, thPowing non-edible fish 
overboard has alYmys beGn a nightmare, and floating fishmeal 
factory ships are to be built to utilise this wastage. These 
will also produce commercial fj_sh oil c 

The crab-cannery barges of the Far East are to be 
augmented by large crab factory ships, rrhi ch are also capable 
of processing fish, while fish factory mother ships with 
stGrn slips are to be built for picklingi1 :freezing; fish-meal 
production and liver-oil processing. A new smaller type of 
whale mother ship is to appear for use in the Pacific whichi1 
out of the whaling season, can turn to fish freezing, and 
fish-meal and oil production. 

.R§frigerator shtps 

Two types of re:frigera tor ship are to be 
developed. One vv.i.11 remain on the fishing grounds, freezing 
catches brought -to it by trawlers working the shoals, and 
having a thpoughput of from 15 to 100 tons per' day. The 
other, of which at least onei1 the Tavriya, of 7,000 tons, is 
already at sea, will carry frozen 1 chilled~ and weakly 
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pickled fish home to the portso . . ' : 

- )i ;' · , Several fishery resea.rch vessels . capable of carrying 
out complex investigations on the groun;d$ w'i)_l .be .;_pµil:t, , 1:lnd 
this will release the "conventional11 deep;:.sea 1 trawle_;rs ~vhfh_h 
have so far been used for this for fishing duty o · · · 

In addition to the se 15 types, other craft are to 
be developed for shrimping, lobste r fishing , etc ~ · 

The present 7-year plan for ship-building has not 
allocated sufficient home berths to allow this building 
programme to be carried out in full, and several of the stern 
travvlers are being built in Poland and East Germany ., 

A new yard, however, ca lled the 11 Lenin skaya Kuznitsa" 1 

has b~~n built solely for fishing vessels,, .and the first 
gas-tµpbine dri vcn middle-,,vm t e r trawler will shortly be 
launched hereo This is ari experimental craf't intended f'or 
investigating the possibili t,3r of using gas turbines throughout 
the fishing f'leeto . 

All the new craft tvill be highly mechanised and 
au!t.omation will be used wherever' possible ii1 catching, 
pr;9cess:i.ng, and can·ningo 11No waste 11 will be the motto, with an 
upsurg~ .. in meal and oil :production.. Distant water vessels 
will be de,e:g.;;.f'reezers 9 and middle-water and inshore craf't 

iwill have chilled holdso 

. The f'leet eventually will · be equipped throughout 
, 'vii.th t;h.e niost ·modern f'ish-f'inding instrumentso· , Mo~e accurate 
radar and r8.di6-navigational ·clevices are to .be fitted to 
enable ships to f'ix their positior;i.s accp.rately in the worst 
possible weather, since trawlers homing on ·the first -sld::pper 
to f'ind a shoal mu.st know his exact :position~ · · · 

More and more .ca tches and crews .are to be 
transferred at s ea, and considerable a ttention is being paid 
to crew saf'ety and comf'ort o 

In the engine room, the trend in general will be 
tmvards slow spee d vessels with considerable power reserve, 
and variable pitch :propellers f'or the smaller deep-sea 
vessels, and towaPds diesel-electric aoco giving a wide 
i)ro:peller revolution range f'or the f'a ctor;y trm-:r lers, 'vvhile, 
to simplif'y spa res and also crew training, the number of' types 
of' main engine and auxiliarie s is to be cut to a minimum. 

Parallel to the new building :programme the older 
vessels in the fle e t will be modernise d gradually to keep 
pace with :progress, and everything :possible will be done to 
keep:, the trawlers and drif'ters of' this vast and conf'ident 
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organisation at sea and on the grounds for longer :periods 
by cutting ' down turn-round time:i repair time and catch
tI'ansfer-a t.:...sea time o . 

Crews are to be better selected, despite the 
overall labour shortage, and training is to be improved:i 
especially in the technical field:i since · the new 11 push
button" fleet with its mechanisation and automation will 
.;n,eed v~ry intelligent trmvler hands. 

(World Fishing London December:i 1961) 

Skippe._rs jJl_ tl?, €3 . Su!'tax Class 

"Young ti~awler skippers in the surtax class. earn 
their money and good luck to themo They earn it the hard 
way o Everyone vv0uld admit that. 11 

Mro Ian . Macleod, Leader of the House, said this 
in his reply to the Debate on the Address. 

. ', 

He g_uot.e'd from an article in i'The Times" which 
said: 

"To be :paying surtax at the age of' 22 is an 
achievement (or fate) rare even in the affluent 
Britain of to-day . 11 

Mro Macieod added, 11 Thc truth :is. tha t £2,.000 
today, as the Chancellor of the Excheg_uel'.' so.;id 9 is worth 
no more than £700- before the war o 

11 
· 

(Fishing News London November, 1961) 




