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extent was a fine cloud of sand, passing over it but

under the 1ct itself The leg ropes were towing about

12 inches above t the wing sprcaders about
0

e
he bottom, and . Drea
L. inches, The boards travelling over the bottom stirred
up great clouds of silt, sand and, in this a2 ea, broken
shell. The billlows of silt streaming from the boards
loobed like smoke-~cercens and herded schools of small
fish into the net. The boards were seen to ride very
steadily and quite smooth

"The

small Fish I observed, for the most part, swam
rapidl“ in front of the ground rope, not showing any real
signs of panic, until the ground rope actually passed be-

neath them, when quite often they tu*neo and were rapidly
carried uoun into the cod-end. Some fish, however, re-
mained swimming right dovm the fu

the cod-cend. ©Small flounder were seen on nany occasions
to swim Jjust above the bottom, and then as they gradually
tired, te flip over the ground rope and pass between it
and the net. Crabs swan repidlyr sideways, keeping up
with the ground rope for & minute or so and then passing
into the net and down to the cod-end in great confusion.
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The end of the cod-end was entirely obscured in
clouds of silt. The only portions of the net in direct
contact with the bottom were the ground rovne along its
entire length; occasionally a portlon of the belly

about 10 feet behind the throat and the last third to
quarter of the cod-end vwherc the mass of material collcc-
teds, At normal trawling speeds it was cuite impossible
to gather up a handful of meshez. Vhen the trawling
speed was increased, I had to hold my face-mask to pre-
vent it from pushlng too hard against my face. At this
speed the ground rope cotill remained on thc bottom and
the head rope, which was normally !t feet from the bottom,
rose to a height of about 5 feet,

"At normal speed I had little difficulty in pulling
myself d@long the head rope from one end of the Plﬂgv to
the other. I could drift back to the cod-end and then
craiil along the entire length of the net by hoolking my
fingers in the open meshes., At the risk of having ny
face-mask swept off my face, I could overhang the head
rope and looi down 1nto the net itself,

"After remainingz on the trawl net for 20 ninutes I
came up the buoyed line and observed the net from above"
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CONSERVATION OF RART FAUNA

Spaclial measures to protect rare fauna hav

or
ll length of the net to ™
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been applied and others are to be introduced. They were
agreed uvoa at the last meetln of the Founa Protection
Advisory Comnittee and have been endorsed by the Hinister
for Fish heries, D Aong HUtCﬂl:Tona

A 1lisv of rarc fauna will be dravn up and col-
lecting of the named species will be nrohibited or permit-
ted only under strictly controlled conditionse A total

ban has becn ap311od n the toking of the short-necked
tortoisce and thce noisy c“1u~o;fo Othcr snecies which
will be similarly UPOt ted are the 'Ufou" ”nd restern
bristle~bird, the weste n whipbird and the ground parrot.
It is probable that somo moersupial goeclesn ’17“ also be

included.

With the exception of one small lot, negotia-
tions for the ccquicition by the Crown of the Bullsbrook
gwamps vhere the chort-necked tortoisc irag found, have
almost been comnleted, The final ac;u¢p,t on of the land,
however, will not mean that our worries in the care of-
this rere speeies will end. Indeed, althougn 1t will be
a relief to nhave the area recerved, and fenced, it will

marlz the commencement of new yroblﬁmQ of management,

while the onsct of the firgt winter raing w1ll sec wardens
and honorary worker: naddling about all over the nlace
searching for additionsl populations.

Loproacines for the protection of the habitat of
the noisy scrub-bird have been made to the Lands Denart-
ment by this Department as well as by the lationa arks
Board. Doth authorities are secekinsg to cchieve the post-
ponement of the devclopment of the Two Pconle Day tovn-~
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where a serics of specics of other rare
both bristle-~birds and the vestern W
is expected that tourists will he a
not only to Zlimpse the rare fauna
but also to enjoy the magnificent
terrain of the wholc promontorly, which
Gardner and 1its surrounding and densel:

une., including
sy ocours 1T
¢ to the area,
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site, az well ag the DUGC“Jiﬂg of, the su 101na11" areas,
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