estimated 11 birds, Sincc then other obser
portecd larger numbers on tiic Como forgshorc,

The C Fishe Division, Depart-
ment of Primary Indus try, has advised that the 1952 gquotas
for the humpbaclk whaling seagon have been sev by the Hini-
ster for Primary Indus L“v, lir Adcrmann,.

The Cheynes Beach vhaling Company, at Albany, has
been allotted 4100 humpback units, while the Nor'~ilcs
Whaling Company, &t Carnar rvon, has a quota of 1;50. The
numbers allottecd this year are similar to the initial quotas
announced last year vhen the Cheynes Zeach Company was

allotted 105 and the Nor'-iesgt ¥haling Company 150,

BOTULIBH - NO

In spite of the particularly dry conditions ob-
taining since last Jduly, comparatively few cases of Dhotu-~
lism in waterfowl viere reported to the Department last
summer., The conditions which favour tihc growth of the
particular bacterium which gencratcs the toxin arc very
poorly understood. The abscnce of mass mortalitics this

year might, or might not, havec been occasioned by the
earlier drying out of waters at a time vhen temperatures
were higher., Dr N,F. Stanley, Professor of Microbiology

at the University of “jestern Australia, and an authority on

virus diseases, says that the type of botulism which affects
birds 1 not halmlul to humans., - On the other hand, Tish :
have been recorded as having been poisoned by straing of

=

botulism which would affcct humans, and if any grcat mortal-
ity of fish is noted in the Jswan River, Head Office should
be adviged immediately so that the lnfOLm&blOﬂ can bhe
passed to Professor Stanley, who is desirous of studying

the question fully, Samples of the dead fish should be
taken provided they arc not grossly putrcficd.

FAUNA PROSLECUTION

,--r;.

Inspecector HoDs Kavanﬁﬂq, of Shark 3ay, reports
that two men werc charged in the Carnarvon Court. in April
with having committed a breach of the Fauna Protecction Act.
The men had beoq apprehended by a police officer while
shooting Black gswans and Ucreuub cquently found guilty.,.
They were AﬂtODLO Ranieri who was fined £20 and Scbastiano
Poalillo who was fined £10., In addition, cach had to pay
8/~ costs. The case was handled by Honorary Warden Ao.R.
Whitworth and heard before Mr N.Jd. Mallcy, S.M. The fines
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imposed indicate that the Courts do not treat lightly of-
fences against the law established to provide protection to
our valuable and attractive fauna.,





