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of the LO-ft. twin-engined patrol vessel Dby the contrac-
tOLoy Messrs Back Bros., of North Fremantle. The engines,
a pair of matched General Motors b—cyllnder diesels, be-
came available for supply.to--the contraectors at the end.
of the month and will be installed. as soon as they have
been checked by cnaancrs of the Publlc Worls Dcpartment._

NBW OFFIG s'

A report from Geraldton lato last month sald
that the area for the Departmont's new “offices and - yards

at Geraldton had been pegged and work was. due to 'stapt -7

on July 30, The building m1ll be constructed in a' fenced
area at the base of Fishermen's wharf on_the west side of
the road. It will include. offlces, staff quarters and a
garage, -all in brlck Not. so many. -years .ago tho_Gerald—-
ton district was run comfortale by one- offlcer° These
days he-usually has at least one assistant and will re-
quire more in.the near future, if recommendations arising
from conferences of all séctions of the ‘industry are ;
adopted. The patrol vessel "Dampier" and-her crew are
also stationed at the port and regular’ crayflsh research
is being conducted there by Research Officer .B¢K. Bowen
and Technlcal Offlcers JdeSo Slmpson and L.G. Smiths .

: 4; The new Olflces at’ Mandurah are under construc-
tlon, and tenders have been called for the bulldlng of
new quarters and offlces at’ Shark Baygk

, _ At Jur;en Bay and Lancelln land has boen set. i
aside for ‘quarters for the use of 1nspcctors at those"
centres, but while plans. have been prepared, progress“;sﬁ_“
subacct to tho avallablllty of. Loan fundso j mE g 2

T At Bunbury, .a final decls1on on’ “the land to be=
made available is awaitéd, but it is anticipated that a
commencement will not-be made on the new. offices this
“financial year as the: plans have. not yet been prcpared 2
Jforvthe bulldlngs requlred. ; 5 gk

d A 1 also seems llkely that it Jlll be- some tlme
-belorc new: bulldlngs arec provided for the Department at.. :
‘Fremantles While some consideration has’ been given. to 5
- the. grow1ng needs -of the Dcpartment there, further. pro—

gress will probably have to.await ‘the conpletlon of “the

reclamation work belng carrlcd out lﬂ thc flshlng—boat

harbour. i

- VHALING"

Inspector B Ao Carmlchael reports ‘from Albany
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that humpbacl: whaling has become 2 sccondary consideration
to the Cheyncs Dcwcp ¥Whaling Co. Ltd. From July 26, he
says, the coupany's chasers recommenced sperm whaling and
humpbacks will be taken only if conditions on the shelf
are unsuitable for sperm chasing. Even then, he adds,
probably only one chaser will look for humpbacks. This
company took its first humpback on June 16, and to July 26
only an addibionﬂi 39 had been captured. Last year, the
company had f£illed its quota of 105 humpbacks by July 16.
On the other hand, 230 sperm whales have been taken to
~July 6, compared with 152 to the came date last season.

. At Carnarvon, . the Nor ~-West Whaling Company's
flrst humpbaoV for the season was taken by its chaser
"Gascoyne" on June 9. Although only 5 more were taken
that month, the total had reached 194 hy July 28. Earlier,
in May, the company had secured L4 blue whales, while in
June two sei whales had also been captured. Up to the
time that their chasers concentrated on humpbacks, 26
sperm whales had been taken this season.

For some reason which is not clearly understood
in the Department, the price of humpback oil is well below
that of sperm oil. This is just the reverse of the posi-
tion which obtaincd for many years. With the lower price,
humpback whaling today is considerably less profitable
- than sperm whaling. In any case, humpbacks do not seem to
be available, not only in Western Australia but also in
the eastern States, where the whaling companies are going
through an unusually lcan period.





