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diminution in the numbers of the saltwater crocodile., Ve
consider the animal worthy of protection and in need of

conservation.

- VWith contraols over cexport cCx cercise
the lecgal prot“ct*on"afPOr‘c@ the creature can be enforc-
cd with some measure of efficiency. HO”CVQE We_arc some-
what embarrassed by claims that consignments of skins
have been brought into this Ztate from animals teken in

d at ports,

the Northern TCfrltor',“ ,No arc conccrned too that con-
signments could casily “transported from this State to

the Northbrn Territory or Queensland for. shipment from
ports outside our control. It would be of considereble
help if the Northern Territory and Quecns and JCPL to
,brlng in complcmentary mecasurés in their arca ~.if only
in relation to control over imports and uXDOPtS -~ so that
there could be co- operation in respect to the policing of
illegal trading in this State. The Commonwcalth, too,
could assist by refusing permission to export until the
State authority granted an export permit similar to that
issued for othcr fauna.

o e - Ve in Western fustralia have so far been able
to resist attempts by tradors to bring freshwater tor-
toises into Western Australia for.sale. .45 - dclegates
..might rccall, the fad of kceping 1nmaturo specimens of
-those crcatures in bott]eu flar d up some timc ago, and
. branches of .chain-stores in Pcrth ought_to bring. -in
large numbers., Fearing thdt their owvncrs. would-tire of
them and release them in lakes and strcams, we gave short
shrift to thc proposal to introduce the fad and thc ani-
mals into this State. Too little was Xknown of thc life
history of our Short-nccked Tortoisc (Pscudcmydura
umbrlna) to say whether thc eastern 3ta 'tcs animal

amydura macquarii) would be a competitor in the same
ecological niche. However, the rigk that it could be so
was not worth .takinge. Ihc provisions. of section 92 of
the Conutltutlon loom- a threat” to loeal protection
laws, particularly whbn thurc arc no comonnontﬁrV ones
in other States. It would, thercfore, be-of siderable

assistance to.VWestern Australia if thp other otauoo and
. the TSPPltOPlCu would takc power ‘to cxercisc control over
“reptiles, 80 thdt We could securce their CO—ODJTdthD in
these matters. - :
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cxpceted to .aspgist to. some dogrece the problems of fauna
wardens in policing illegal kaﬂg roo shooting. The Bill
secks to Otrunftheﬂ tmg coqtro1 ovcr spotlight shooting
on roads throughout the State by ar

3 ndmcent to the Fircarms
and Guns JAct. On tuc otnor nand the result might be that
shooters will be forccd to opcra to decper in forest
country wherc illegel hunting will be more difficult to
intercept,
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