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membero 

Gover·nmont approval has been obtaine d for the 
setting up of a n ew controlling body to be l{novm as the 
Pemberto_ri Hatchery Boardo . As n hoard of' ma nagment, it 

.. Will be · directly iesponsible for the running o:1.nd mainten­
a·nce · o:f the hatchery and ponds at Pemberton., fo!l: - the em­
ployrrient o:f lnbour, publicity, sales and for co-operation 
with the local' tourist authorityo It_s members will com­
prise Mr AoJo Fraser, Director of Fisheries, as Chairman; 
Mr B.Ro Saville, Fisheries Department, as Deputy Chairman; 
and three members, all residen,ts of Pembcrtono Mr A.R. 
Kelly, Mr RoJ. Kelly and Mr H~Fo Jay have all accepted 
appointment in this regardo . The inaugural meeti_ng -of "t:he 
Board was held at· -Pemberton on September 13. Iri the 
Director .' o absence, it was chaired by. Mr Saville. Mr G.Bo 
Todd, ah,o of Pemberton, , agreed to O: act as honorary secre­
tary--treasure:r>, and has been duly · appointed. 

. : . . . 

- ··~ ~ inal meeting of the Trout Acclimatisation 
Council Yvas held on September 29 at the Forest Youth CC?-mp 
hail, Pemberton. The _Minister fer Fisheries, Mr Hutchinson, 
was present at the meeting, which was chaired by the Direc­
tor. The Department 1.s other repref;lent?- tive oi1: the council, 
Research Of'.fic.er B~ICo Bowen,. :was ·a],.so pi .... esent_, .as were .-
·Te-chnicai Officer J •. s. Simpson . and Mr L.Go Srnith,·by :invi-
tition! ··· · · · · .~• 

.. At ct \'!ind-up din'ner held l _ater at the RoSoLo Hall, 
Pemberton, and presided over by l\'Ir AoR. K~·lly., . a Gertificate 
of Life MembershiJ? of the _Counc:i,t:.was :pre:~en, t ,ed: to Mr C oA. 
Gle\v. Mr Glevv , . whci' was o. foundation member of the Counci 1 
and secr.etary · and treasurer for u 'lengthy period, and, who 
has been associated with trout acclimatisation froni its 
earliest beginnings in 1930, had been honoured at a previ­
ous meeting of the _Council by . being made its :first and only 
Life . Member. A_ cQpy of the certifiqa;4c, -rvh,ich has already 
assumed hi.storic signtfi'cance because· of the .Council's . 
liquidation, appears elsewhere .i _n this- issueo 

. #oru1=iJmt.~:-_JliE.ORM~\TION WAkr~D. 

Those o·:ffi'cors blessed. wi ti1 longer memories might 
recall that in the May j 962 . isirue we a_skcd for specimens of 
dead fish~ or vmtcrfowl to be brought to this Office for 
forwarding for ~tudy purposes " tci Profes~or Stanley~ . j _ -

Professor Stanley 110\~1 advises that while speci-+ 
rrieris are no longer r_eg_uired, full informa ti .on on any : noted 

--· ·or reported mortali tie_s y/ould be a:ppreci a tedo · Sufficient 
specimens have been received for · th~ :;nece·ssary pathological 
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laboratory vrnrk, but repor•ts on the incidence o:f thi·s : or 
any other' diseases causing mass mortal ities are I'eg_uired. 

Mortalities from botuli sm are not expected to 
occur until the summer has advm1ced, but mass fish losses 
might occur earlier :from other causes. If' any lo.rge-sca le 
mortalities arc noted rm wi ll· uarit to . krior:r thci. species ·in­
volved, an estimate of· the -nun:ibcrs _ kil-lGd, · and ·wheri an& .. 
where thG . mortalities occur.red~ · · · 

. Clg\.JEISHING 

Record Abrolhos Production - at a T)ricc ! - ==-...,,.,.,.,_._,,,,.,,,_~ '-" -\&~ ... ..,. __ ..,. - "'··· · ... ~ y ,.. · ·= 

At folios 195 and 196 arc sot out tables of pro­
duction and fishing intensity at Houtman Abrolhos during 
the past ten years. It ~il l be seen that there is ~ mark-

ed, inc,reasc in the number of' men operating there last 
season and th3.t for the first time production passed the 
4,000,000 .lb. mark. - The result., one might say, inevitably, 
vms a rriarked de crease in the ca tc):1-per.:..man ~ 

The high price paid for cr'ayf'ish and the addi­
tional boat .s and men which it has induced into the indus­
try has resulted .in much sharper competition on existing 
greunds in the Abrolhos as it has on all other grounds. 
This heightened competition has, in turn, induced :fisher­
men to use an increased number of pots and to search for 

· nev✓ grounds. The number of men opera ting these days in · · 
·the Abrolhos, gives a vvry twist to our recollection that, 
less than a decade ago, one authority stated that the 
number of :men f'is:hing the .1-\b rolhos should be limited to: ··. 
sixty! 

A review of the 1962 figures indi•cat0si that ·al;_ 
·. thou·gh production did increase, · it ·took sOmethihg iikc -'a: 

30% 'increase in the number of men to force an increase ;, of 
less than 11% in production,; The combination of the; .. t,..v:o 
factors resulted in the average catch-per-man falling by 
about 15%. It will be seen that with the exception of the 
Pelsart Group, tho .catcri,-,pe:r-man -shovrnd 2, serious decline 
this year in ·what was regarded by fishermen as a good 
fishirigyearo · This could be a warning harbinger as a lso 
might be the fact that the total catch in the North Island 
area sho\ved a sharp decline o The rec·ord catch.- in the' 
Polso.r.t, or Southern, Grou~ vvas only made po'ssib le by · the 
increased number of boats (including 8 former Fremantle 
Vessels) which fishe d these waters and brought :under pro­
duction grounds 'Jhich were not prCviously- . workcdo -Our con­
tention that only the v'.'orking of new grounds made the: in;;.. 
crease :possible is supported by the fact that while :the · , 




