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RITISE MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY) EXPEDITION

jog}

The Harold Hall Australian Expedition organised
by the British Museun (Natural Higtory) arrived in Fre-
mantle on November 13. The leader of the expedition, Ilr
J.D. Macdonzld, and Mrs Macdonald, vho is medical officer
to the cxpedition, arrived a fcw days garlier., Thec other
two members of the expedition, Messrs Graham Cowles and
Peter Colston, were met at Fremantle by our Fauna Wardens,
who paid a number of courtesy calls on the expedition while
it was camped at Gooscherry Hill. On November 22, the mci-
bers of the cxpedition were entertained at dinncr at the
King's Park tearooms by a gZroup of local ornithologists,
‘including Dr D.I.. Serventy, of the Division of VWildlife
Rescarch, CeS.IeR.0.; Mr Julian Tord, honorary secretary
of the W.A. Branch of thc R.A.0.Us.; Mr Angus Robinson,
ornithologist and farmer, Coolup, a deputy member of the
Fauna Protecetion Advisory Committce; Mr C.F.Hs denkins,
Government Entomologist and well-knovn naturalist; Dr
G.F. Mees, Curator of Vertebratcs in the Vestern Australian
Museum; and Mr H.B. Shugg, Fauna Protection Officer of
this Deparitmente.

Later that evening, the party attended a meeting
of the W.A. Bird Group, held at the headquarters, of the
Western Australian Naturalists Club. It was presided over
by Dr D.L. Serventy, who, on behalf of the Club and local
naturalists, extended a welcome to the members of the cxpe-
dition. Mr Macdonald, after acknowledging the welcome,
gave a talk on the aims and purposes of the British Museum
and of the expedition. A resume of his address, which was
illustrated by transparcncies, appears below. It summaris-
es succinctly why such expeditions are carried out and the
benefits to be obtained from them -

"The British Museum was founded in 1753, Its basis
was a collection of miscellancous items amassed by
Sir Hans Sloance. The collcection contained numerous
zoological specimens, including some birds, mainly
bones. It was housed in a mansion in Bloomsbury and
in the Act of Parliament which brought the Museum
into existence it was statcd that the collection was
to be "maintained for the inspection and entertain-
ment of the learncd and curious, and for the general
us6 of the public, to all posterity’ .

T thinlk that statement adequately covers the maln
purposes of any nmnuseul, xcept perhaps for the more
hilarious aspects of entertainment. Entertainment
in its educational sense, or instruction of the
curious, is to be found in theigalleries open to the
vablic. 5 ]
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"The preservation of specimens for the 1r“w90u10u or
the learned only gradually became @ dictinet purnose
in the organisation of the muscum Tor tHﬁ oriszinal

idea was that cverything should be I need

not claboratc on that point or say stinct-

ticn is recoz to varying deg rent

museunse, In the itish Museun tuo is

8till not completec, but considerable o that

end have been ¢ in the last 20 ially
A

by the formation of a department which decls entirely
with exhibition, insgtruectional tours, public lectures
CL.L’].LL 30 on ®

Soooﬁmon: prcoerved for the inspection of the learn-
ac stinet from those cxhibited Tor the general
use of al‘ public, servc two main functions. Onc is
that they are used Tor reference purposes at is
to say they illus trutp named kinds and are used for
identifying material which is not nsncd. Their other
function is for Le'cﬁﬁc“ rurposcs; that is to say
they form the raw materials for extending knowledge

It is thc latter function vhieh I wish to wncnk
about in particular. Research may be carricd out
either by nonlvrr of the staff or by visiting students,

mainly the latte Students from at ieast a dozen
countries worked with us during the past year. . The

way I look at it is that it is our firct thy tor help
such students by providing them with the macﬁrial
they require. One way to do that is Tor to..go out
and get it, though such onﬂortun*t eo occb all too
infrcecquently. That is why we are here at
but of course althow want to help oth rs we
~would like to do some research ourcelves.
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It can be a tricky nmatte
for research purposes, It is
standable that the objoctioﬂs‘nf the ¢
not readily recd '
his subject,

r nowadays collecting birds
58 well known and undei-
necialist ar

wvaniss to reach the moon, drive
a car at suilc 5 or -collect birds. At the
same time, of course, the vkb+glluu might go off
with the bit between his teeth and it is a good thing
that hc should be pulled up. It is a good thing that
therc are two sidce to any question. Government is
strengthened by opposition in Parliamecnt. ¥What value
would therc be in a penny if it had no obversc and re-
versc sides. '

I can illustrate the rescarch side of our work by
the Cxamgle of a problem f;lged by Mr CeM.,lN. ‘White, of
Northern Rhodesgiz. White hag been studying larks




belonging to the gcnus the African
gspecics., The genus is repr 7 One gpeclies in
Australia which, incidecntall has been the subject
of valuable studics, both by Dr Mees of Psrth and lir
Alan McEvey of ‘elbourne., ¥hite ig interested in the
broad view of the genug, o view which started to ex~
pand whea the original.Bush-lark of Australia, M.

horsfieldi, was considered to be conspecific with M.
Javanica. Expansion continucd when the African

marginata was joincd up with the Indian cantillans
uqrougn “the Arabian simplex. Next, cdntvllono was
linked with javanica, and rcccntly White took the
matter even further by tacking on M. passerina of
South ‘lest Africa. This is where I take some person—
al interect in the matter for I have studied passer-
ina in the field in South-West Africa. It has a vofy
utLlLlQ’ and distict behaviour. I am looking forward
to seeing if I can PpCO”nloG ony similarities in the
behaviour of the Australian Bush-lark, for behaviour
as well as morphology can provide important clues in
the understanding of rclationships.”

At the conclusion of thc address, in a lively dic-
cussion, members of the Group suggested a number of nroblems
relating to the taxonomy of Australian birds which the ex-
pedition might follow up if it had the opportunitye.

Later, two Australians joined the cxpedition in
Perth. They were Mr Alan R. McEvey, Curator of Birds at
the National Museum of Victoria, and Mr W.G.D. ¥iddleton,
Senior Forester of the Forests Commission, Victoria, who 1is
an ecological botanist with a knowledge of ornithology.
They will guide the ex pcdltlon and advise ‘it on ornitholo-
gical matters during its journcy ecastwards. The expedition
left Perth for Adclaide by road on November 30 and expects
to be about fourteen days en route, It will not return to
Western Australia for some months, but licenses were issued
to the three collcctors and also to Mr A.R. lMcEvey to col-
leet materialu' ubject to the conditions sct out in the
May 1962 issue of this bulletin. The expedition was escor-
ted as far as Tammin by Fauna Warden S.%W. Bowler, who was
able to advisc on local matters

WESTERY FISHERIZS RESEARCH COMMITTEE

As foroshadowod in the proviouﬂ'issuo of this
Bulletin, a meeting of the committee vwas held in the
B3¢Gelo0o building on Iliovember 20 and 21.. The following rc-
search situation reports and background papcrs were sub-
mitted:- %
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