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Te Investigation of phyllosoma larvac of Vestern Aust-
ralian Crdyfish, by R.7. George and P. Cawthorn;

J

2 Length fregucncy and growth rate studies of the
Western Australian cra;fish, by B.X. Bowen;
3 Bxplorctory fishing and bilological nstudies of
“prawms, b R.d. Slack-Ciith;
L,  Catches of iustralian salmon in Vestern Australia
in 161 and 1982, by TeB. Malcoln;

5. Rescarch on humpback and spcrn whales in Vestern
Australian waters, vy R.G. Chittlcborough;

G Monofilarent ncte and net selectivity generally, by
JdoM. Thomson; :

i Legal minimum crayfish tail weight, by B.K. Bowen;
8o Proposalg for the estaeblishment of marine sclcnces
institute, by B.P. Hodgkin, of the University of
Wolio ‘
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9. A report by the project leader, by d.li. Thomzon;

10, The rcsponsibilities of committec members, the or-
ganisations rcprescnted, the projcct lcader and
research personnel, by o.ii. Thomson. '

. In «ddition, addresses were given by Mr J.A.
Gulland of the Fisheries Research Laboratory, Minister of
Agriculturc, Fisheries and Food, Lowestoft, Ingland, on
population dynamics in fishericg, and Dy Mr A.A. Stork,
biometrician of the Commonwealth Burcau orf Ccnsus and
Statistics, who hap becn scconded to the Division of Fish-

rics and Occanography, .Co83.I.R.0. ; ‘ '

Copies of the reports of the proceedings of the
Committec, including summaries of the addresscs, will be
made availablc in due coursc to all members of the staff.
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. Following rcports of unusual biological phcnom-
ena in last month's issucs, it is of interest to note that
My WoH, Hiller, oif Ailbany, vhen applying for a rcnewal of
his professional hunter's licensc, said that he had recent-
ly found twin jocys in a doc's pouch. Unfortunately, he

sald, they werc too immature to survive.



Honorary wardcecn HoCo Atkinson, or Bibra ILakec, ad-

vised last month that last August he had-cawturcd a u9001——
- men of tqp long-tailecd ﬂuﬂauﬁJ (ﬁginxgpnsgg murina) at
Daveyhurst, a hundred miles north-cast of Coolgardic., He
sald that the animal had becen 1LCﬂb7: ed by himsclf and his
father before it was relcased at the point of capturc. He
also WGDO“ted that Jerboa- ﬂ“““quul goquLolﬂ Antechinomys
spenceri, werc common in the area bbbWbCﬂ southern Cross

and Lako Barlec. IL the identification ofr the Jjerboa was
correct, 1t would scem to cxtend a long way westward the
known range of this spcciese.

Senior Inagpector J.o. Munro renorted last month
having obscrved a 1OCA of five or six galahs in the Yanchep
arca and also a f of 1L to 45 in the Maddington arca.
e
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The latter had been secn sceveral times in the last foew
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Flcet llaintenance Officer A.d. Bateman adviscd
that on November 25, a hot hazy day, he had observed a
large flock of skuas feeding in the vicinity of the Harbour
Trust's offal barge, about 2% to 3 miles outside Fremantle.
He estimated that there werec between 300 and 40O birds in
the flock. He was not able to identify the skuas, which
he said he had never scen in such numbers before. They
might have been the Arctic slma, which is a summer visitor
from the northern hemisphere. Reports from any other sea-
going personnel who night happen to gight groups of skuas,
no matter how few bhirds are 1nvolvcd, would be rieatl"
appreciated, If the speciesg cannot be identilied a descrip-
thD of their plumage could be given together with a com-
parison of their size to other well known birds

On a recent visit to areas north of Dowerin,
Fauna ‘Warden l.Z. licLaughlan reported having obsgerved four
1 idgtriets According to two
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crested pizcons in the Dowerin dis
local wardengs, the species had not been seen there prior
to 1960 but had cradually increased and were now more com-—
mon than bronzewings.

ir MclLaughlan also reported observing nine white
swans (Cygmus olor) on the Avon river in the MNortham tovn-
sites Pwo of the birds appeared to he nesting, he said,
on a small island betwecn the traffic bridges. This is
one of the few gspots in the State.in which this species
survives., It was acclimatised th@re many years ago, and
) e,



in onec or tw has not et shown any ten
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Lagt faguat, 12 2. Coleman, an apicultural offi-
cer of the 1egh~umewt ov _fvcmjuaLb, rvevorted finding a
mallee fowl's neet in forest country, t”ree or four miles
eastwards or the 6L-mile peg on the (ro ¢ Northern Highway.
He lert explicib directions Loy finding tiﬂ nound cnd on
Novemoer 15 1t was inspected by Fauno Vardens S.7. Bover

and N.7T, McLaughlun, accompanied by Cadet Rescarch Officer
Jde.s Jacoby end iir D.V. Merton, of thie 7i1ldlife Branch, New
Zealand., Our wordens reported that the mound stood approx-
imately 2 ft. ¢ in. hiju. had o diameter of C feet, and was
constructed principally of gravel and loam. A hole measur-
about 18 inches in diameter vwas found leading into the
middle of the mound and to a denth of 15 inches, Examina-
tion revealed egbout a S—inch dcpth of leaf mould and some
egs shell. 'The shell was later compared with mallee hen's

ezgs in the Musecum and epupeared to be identical. As the.
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mound was in Jarrah forest, it was of narticular intercst.
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Good Pravm _Sear

Senilor Inspector J.li. Munro cays tnat although
crabs are scarcs in the river this year, pravns appear to
be very plentifitl and he antic’vﬁte“ a most satisfactory
season for amateurs and profe ssionals alike. He thinks

that the 1ate lvll” vhich oloxﬁnu a considerable gquantity
of silt into the river may be the reason why cra '
appeared in any numbers, for they isually show up in
October.

Jo Dolphins,

. Mr K-nro added that no dolphins had been seen in
the river to h': knowledgz for two or three rears, but that
reports kent couiilng in thot vhaler charks werc more prolif-
ic., &vidence of thelr wnresence in the river included damage
to fizh while tz2ing uau1vo including a mullowey hich had

its tail chewes off aﬂu<1mbh a large gash in its throat. A
whaler shark weas seen in the vieinity by the fisherman wvho
was aggrieved ot the logs o the nu71o“a”' taile

Amateur INet I'irhermen's Idlcenses

]
Stafl are remirded that ai
pravn nets, or any other type of ne

nateur fishermen usihg
ts, need to be licensed.





