Many;r conaservationists are inclined to sit back
vith a satisfied sigh whea an adeguate reserve has becn get
aside for the rotection of the habitat of a particular spe-
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cies., They sec *ho creation oif' the reserve as th c culnina-
tion of their efforts to ensure that a section of the ani-
mal'sc living space and environment arc maintained in ner-
petuity, es indeed it is ~-- up to a »noint.

To the Department, however, the gazettal of the
eserve means only the beginning of our worries. L1t th
becomes our responsibility. Farmers' eyes search it ,o“
arable soil and soon lodg for itn aliensa ﬂon

e annlications
if they thiniz that the vhole, or scetions of it, could
tilled or grazed. If it is in auriferocus eountry, mining
interests seek to cxploit its hidden resources, Local
authorities, business CHUV'OflSGS, or sporting organizations
seelr to lease or to control it wholly for thelr many pur-
poses. Neighbouring farmers, vndcrguaJd \bly anxious O Dro-
tect thelr own propertien, wish to burn it regardless of
the effects of fire on the flors and fauna for whose nrotec~
s set aside. Therc are often complaints thatv
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tion it w
"vermin" have bred un on i nd are cauping devastation and
surrounding farms,

leading to the rulnation of g L

; J B6e applicatiOds and comwmlaints must be in-
vestigated and ancswered, if possible, or countered Vle can-

A -}
not simply ignore complaints or OHPOUL agoplications to re-
duce, alienate, or lease nuch areas 'on QPTWC;Ulct sound

arguments are nceded to Justify our viewpoint and consideru
able research is ncededa to subntantiate argunents, hovever
sound we believe them to be., For 1D5*gdcc, an application
to lease parts of dernier and Dorre Islands could only be
answered by a thorough ccological evaluation of their rolc in
and value to the conservation of flora and fauna,. A sclen-
tific party set up by the Fauna Protection Advisory Commit-
tee visited these islands in July, 1959, and carried out a
detailed ecological survey of them, The varty's revort on
their worl: has now been published as this Department's Fauna

Bulletin No. 2., Its prinecipal author was Dr W.D.L. Ride,
Director of the ‘estern Australian Museum and leader of the
scientific pardy. t runs into 132 »nages znd is an out-

standing documentation of the human and natural hiztory of
these two islands. It includes recommendations which were
adopted by the committec in toto.

As we have reported in previous issues, problems

of manegement of the important re o at sost Plngcllj are
under investigation. The First of vhat will be a series of
reports has been compiled by HMr R.D. Royce and Dr A.R. Main
and will be publisghed, ultimately, in a series of bulletins.





