life reserves, - The opponents of the reserve were unre-

lenting. in their fight to reduce or dbolish this fauna

sanctuary, howcver, and in 1957 thc Government decided to

divide the rescrve into two arcas, one to rcemain as a

flora reserve and thc other as a flora and fauna reserve.
_—

This decision appeared to plauaoo, at lcast temporarily,
the Torces reguesting its ebolition altiiouzh several ap-
plications for alienation of parts of it were made Trom
time to time. The moot rcecent serious attempt to reduce
the reserve was made in Lay, last year, vhen the North-
anmpton Shire Council submitted to the Premicr a reques
that a substantial portion of the sanctuary be thrown
open for agricultural dovelopment, This timc, however,
the defence of the rescrve was not limited to profession-

al conservationlstu, for an. appreciction of the need for
reserves has grown in rccent ycarg and local residents
pointed out 1t; value to the preservation of wildflowers.
On the fccomnoﬁ lation of the Lands Lepartment, the
Premier has agreed to the sctting up of a committeec
which wlll inspect the reserve and make s rccommendation
in regard to its futurce. The Dircctor, as Chief Varden
of Fauna, is a member of the committec which will be led

hy the Lands Department's Divisional Burveyor (Central),
Mr J.F, Morgan. Other members are Mr 1.D. Royce, Botan-

ist, and Mr C.F.H., Joenkins, Govecrnment Lntomologist, of
CoA iture; Dr D.L. Serventy, Prineci-

the Department of Agric:
pal Research Oi{ficer, Division of :/ildlife Survey,
CeSsIloReDe; and Dr We.D.l.s Bide,; Director of the 1}
fustralian uscun.

REPORTS Ol OPENII

Taking an overall vicw, the opening of tie
1962-63% season for wild ducks could be regarded as gener-
ally satisfactory from the shooters' point of view. Re-

ports from departmental officers who visited different
localities, and from honorary iiardcns and shooters all.
indicate that varying sucecesses were met in different
districts. Fauna ivarden S.W. Bowlcr and Inspector T.H.
Barker, of Bunbury, attcaded thc ghoot on the Stirling
estate near Capel. It wﬁovod to be rathcer disappointing
They found thc lakes werc at a low lcvel, but approxi-
mately sixty gunc tool mart in the shoot which commenced

c
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only two minutecs before © official opening time., Be-
fore then ducxs appearcd be reasonably plentiful,
about 1,500 grcy teal becing observed with smaller numbers
of mountain ducks and Dblack ducks. At the commencement
of shooting, however, tiic bulk of the birds appearcd to
make their way to the cloge ‘areas. Shooters averaged
slightly less than 3 ducks per gun, the bag consisting
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al, the reanainder being mountain ducks and

of .80% grey teo
in about cqual proportions,.

5
black ducks

Fauvna Protection Cfficer H.B8. Bhugg, and Cadet
Research Officer J., Jacooy, went to a spot known as the
Caouarinau, wlich is a bhillabong of the Coblinine River,
ing., They found that the private land sur-
rounding the foreshore had recently been cleared, but a
lot of water was held in the lake. This latter phenom-
enon was a result, they were told, of a bar across the
river having hcen constructed downstream by the local
authority which was carrying out improvements in Lake
Ewlyamartup. At the Cagrarinas, tno, the opening got
away almost on time, shosting sterving one or two nlnuteu
before 5 a.mo As shooters took up their positions the
ducks rose and some thounands of birds were in the air
when shooting commenced. Despite the strong and persis-
tent ecasterly wind, most of the forty-—odd shooters did
reasonably well and qguite a few had obtained their bag
limit by 8 a.n. By this time 312 grey teal, 14 Dblack
duck, L3 Dlnk-cdrod ducks, 11 blucmwinged shovellers, 3
maned geese and 1 frecklcd duck hea been taken - a total
of 384 birds, of which just over 807% were grey teal.

i

At Thie extensive Yenyening Lake system east of
Beverley, wherc Fauna Warden NoE, ¢vLaw”hlap went, some
sporadic shooti'ng brokec cut as car_, as 20 2.m, He re-
ported that thic shoot beran in carnest at L.U5 and by
7 a.m, some sivoters had taken their bag limit of rfifteen.
Quite a few more were found to hav: their bag limit when
shooting stopocd about 17 a.ms Thg extensive nature of
the Lake systcm made it mpossible ©o obtaln an accurate
count of the rnumber of :o0oters or of the total bag,
However, of the birds in ;ected, it» lMcLaughlan found that
about 70% werc grey tca =ith moun-ain ducks comprising
the remaining “0%. No ¢‘her spec’es, he said, were shot
or seen durins the shoot. One unsotisfactory fecature was
his finding ¢ 25 dead ailte-headzd and banded stilts.
around the lalces after tl'c shoot., They had apparently. .-
been shot in :.istake fo ducks in the carly morning 7
light. One local warden describec. the conditions in ‘the
adjacent Count7 Peak Lal "z as boi:” solidly overcrowded
with shooters znd added that generclly poor bags were Ob-
tained.,

At | cnger Swap, honorai -~ wardens led by lir R.
Taylor organi:cd what scuc describcd as a most successful
shoot. The fixrst guns icre checkcl in at 2 p.me and the
total guns pacised the 200 mark bef~re opening time,
Eighty guns v.ere checked out and those shooters werc
found to have averaged just less than 3 per gun. Perhaps
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Othes Poports from shoot :rg and Lionorary ward-
ens indicated that somc very succcssiful shoots were held
at thc lakes c¢n the coagtal nlain out of 60000w pearticu-
larly at Lalke Eganu whicah is reserved as waterfowl hebi-
tat u der the )bdﬂ¢bm 1t's progranne of wetland conscrva-

ti6n.



