
the federal authorities conference resolution 
· that additional stati s tics are re quired. 

2. ·vle regard wildlif e as a community resource and 
consider tha t it should be mana ged as such. i."ie 
ther•efore support the proposal put forward by 
Mr Frith and others that the possibilities of 
farming kangaroos should be investigated wher­
ever it is likely that their protein-productive 
capacity would make it more economic to . harvest 
them than the us ual domestic herbivores, such 
as sheep. 

3o We would reoist any attempt to pr•ohibi t the ex­
port of kangaroo moat or skins. 

While th ese are our considered vicvrn we must 
admit there is a growing concern on the part of some 
farmers and observers in the south-west for the well­
being of the grey kangaroo, especially in some of the 
open season areas. 'rhis · concern emphasises our lack of' 
adequate statistics on the population dynamics of' the 
species and highlights .the merit of the conf'erence re-
solution that a careful watch be kept on all commercial 
exploitation. As Professor Marshall has pointed out, 
there are compelling examples in history oi' wild animals 
which were once amazingly abundant but Yvhich became ex­
tinct or were brought to the threshold of extinction due 
to uncontrolled harvesting and interference with their 
habitat. The North ~:..merican bi son, the Australian koala 
and the JJTierican passenger pigeon have been well cited 
as examples of' this sort of thing. 

Arrangements have recently been made f'or Fauna 
Warden N.E. McLaughlan and Cadet Research Off'icer J. 
Jacoby to co-operate with the research team of the li.gri­
cul ture Protection Board in checks on the effects of 
kangaroo control measures to be carried out in the lower 
Great Southern. 

fIN~RUP MAL,J.,EE FQY\[1,_RJ?J?E~FIRE 

On Satufdayj March 9, the Minister for Fisher­
ies1 Mr Hutchinson, and the Dircctor 9 will attend a meet­
ing in l~lbany to hear representations that a large re­
serve east of Pingrup be amendede 'l'his reserve 9 which 
comprises over 230,000 acres, was s e t aside in 1957 to 
reserve iri perpetuity an area of mallec country typical 
of the more arid southern parts of the State. The re­
serve is vested in the Pauna Protection Advisory Commit­
tee., It is understood that the local authorities, 
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principa lly the ShLe>c of Gnowangcrup, s."r e; a.nx i ous to have 
the reserve amended so that land can be a lienated on 
e ither side of a prop osed main road to connect Newdcga te 
with JGrramong u:p which, it i s s2.icL~ r.rou l c1 pas s through 
the r e serve . ~s the r eserve has been declared to be of 
class 1;!~' 1

, Pa rli amentary sanction will be nccof3sary 1Je­
fore a lienation may be effected . 

In th e:: -'~u srust a n d_ Decc!i1bcT 9 -1962, :Lssues of 
this Bulletin, we refcri-1 cd to the limitation by the 
Minister for Fisheries of the numl:ler of i':i.shing vessels 
which would be a llowcd to traw·l 1.' or prma,rns in thc: wa t crs 
of Shark Bay . 

Following further representations the Minister 
has directed that , for a period of three years commenc­
ing with the approaching prarm. s eason, no additional 
'outside' licenses a re to be issued in r egard to trawl­
ing in the defined area. The defined areas a re the 
waters of Shark Bay lying east of 112°50 1 of east longi~ 
tude and between parallels 24°30 1 and 27° of south lati­
tude. The Minister has advised that exceptions to this 
general rule may be made only for additional licenses 
for on behalf of the t-irw loca l com}_Janies - the Nor 1 -Y!est 
V\ihaling Coinpany and Planet Fisheries Ltdo Even then, in 
the intere st of the fisheries, such exceptions must be 
kept to a minimumo 

GOLDFINCHES 

The Chief Vermin Control Officer, Mr / .. 0Ro Tom­
linson, has suppli ed rrnmc interesting details o:f observa­
tions of gold:finches made by officers of t he .!~gricul tur e 
Protection Boardo 'I'h e sightings were made during search­
es following reports o:f the occurrence of house sparrows 
in the Fremantle districto Hr Tomlinson said that so 
many reports of sightings of sparrows in the metropolitan 
district proved on invest i ga tion to have been insp ired by 
occurrences of go ldfinches , that the Vermin Control Of­
ficer Yvho ope r s tcd in the mctropoli tan are2. was asked to 
report on the numbers he saw. During the IJCriod from 
November 1 to Ifovcmber 8 h e r ecorded the fo llowing flock: 
size frc~ucncies:-

l?J.ock~c 
Bctv-.re en 5 and i O 

11 20 
21 30 

3 
29 
'j 7 


