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present research programme was estnblishedo 

We all wish him well in his new venture. 

'PRESENTJ,.TION TO MRo Lo Go SMITHo 

At the social evening which marked 'the 
conclusion of the recent staff conference, opportunity 
was taken to say farewell to Mro LoGo Smith, who retired 
from the po'si tion of Technical Of'ficcr, Grade 1, towards 
the end of last year, after having served the Department 
faithfully and Yveil for nearly 28 years. · · 

Both the Minister and Director spoke of the 
contribution made .to the Department during Mro Smith's 
long association with it in the capacity of inspector 
and, later, technical officero On behalf of the 
assembled guests, the Minister presented to Mr. Smith 
a transistor radio in token of the high regard in which 
he had al1rvays been heldo • 

DRIFTING SEEDS o 

In the March and June issues . of 1961, we 
published notes on the · identification of logs . and other 
veget~ tion Yvashed up on our shores. Some · in terosting 
details .have recently come to hand on the finding of 
seeds of tropical plants on ·our ·southern and, western 
beaches. A large, dark-brown, D-shaped se.ed about 2 
inches by l½ inches Was found by Honorary Warden- 11V oHo 
Horley, of Mudiarrup, on the beach a:t Bremer Bay, east 
of Albany. The seed was identified by the Curator of the 
State Hcrbarium, Mr. RoDo Royce, as that of Entada 
scandens, a widely distributed plant o It grmvsin 
jungles and its bean pods are thrcG to four feet longo 
It is .. believed that they' break off' and :float down the 
rivers and . are carried a1,,;1ay on cur-rents o The seeds 
br.eak away :from the pods • and many are washed up on 
distant shoreso The plant is also knmm as the 
matchbox bean. The shells are extremely hard and are 
sometimes polishe~ ~nd sold. as curios and jewelleryo 

Mro Royce sajs that the recovery of these 
seeds have been reported from our south coast for many 
yearso They are washed up mainly aro~nd Denmark, but 
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have also been found from a little to the east o:f Albany 
up to Cottesloe Beacha He added that last season quite 
a lot of unusual seeds or fruits wore washed ashorea 
Entada was vvidesprcad and a number of other ty:pes were 
foundo These included ~ipa fruticans (a palm) 9 ~eriti~~ 
(a tropical :plant_ called. dungun) 9 yQ.r:.,_~~ ( commonly knovm 
as crab wood)' S§l>._~um ( called the talloi.v tree or milkwood) 
and Picea,a member of the spruce familyo 

. -Pi-.o:fessor HoN o Barber? of the University of 
Tasinania 9 to whom the latest specimens were also 
forwarded, says that E:ntada seeds are carried across the 
Atlantic in the · Gulf Stre;amo He wondered 17hethor the 
plant was gravv;n . here in cultivation or if it -v1ere possible 
that they, and tho Picca, might have ·been carried from 
the northern hemisphereby natural drift o /;.s far as is 
:known by Mro Royce 9 the only Entada grown here vms from 
El seed which an Albany resident vms able to germinate, 
but nothing is knovm of the fate of the seedlingo 

Fiill]'l~ES 

Assistant Inspector Lo~o Frizzell regularly 
comes for-rrard 1,vi th interesting observations o Last ./,.:pril, 
for instance 9 he reported the sighting in Houtman 
Abrolhos of two male hair seals in the lagoon at Wooded 
Islando He also recorded a bird rarely sighted - the 
Spotless Crakeo This species was secm 9 he said 9 at both 
the north and the south ends of Wooded Islando Another 
interesting record vvas that of a number of immature Little 
Shearwaters in the 1nangroves at the south end of the 
islando They had their full plumage but. were apparcntiy 
not able to fly for they hid beneath overhanging rocks 
on the edge .of the. mangroveso . 

During a visit to the Pcrrilup district, in 
the Shire of Plantagenet 9 to witness ce1"tain vermin 
control trials bGing run by an officer of the Agriculture 
Protection Board, Fauna Warden So vVo Bow1e·r had occasion 
to visit the property of a Mro Mo Trottero· He was 
staggered to hear a complaint from that gentleman that 
·western Ma~ies were damaging and ea ting his apples c 

Mro Trotter s story was confirmed by Mro Po Strugnell, 
of · the Agriculture Protection Boardo As some squeakers 
(Strepera versicolor) were seen in the vicinity it was 


