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have also been found from a little to the east o:f Albany 
up to Cottesloe Beacha He added that last season quite 
a lot of unusual seeds or fruits wore washed ashorea 
Entada was vvidesprcad and a number of other ty:pes were 
foundo These included ~ipa fruticans (a palm) 9 ~eriti~~ 
(a tropical :plant_ called. dungun) 9 yQ.r:.,_~~ ( commonly knovm 
as crab wood)' S§l>._~um ( called the talloi.v tree or milkwood) 
and Picea,a member of the spruce familyo 

. -Pi-.o:fessor HoN o Barber? of the University of 
Tasinania 9 to whom the latest specimens were also 
forwarded, says that E:ntada seeds are carried across the 
Atlantic in the · Gulf Stre;amo He wondered 17hethor the 
plant was gravv;n . here in cultivation or if it -v1ere possible 
that they, and tho Picca, might have ·been carried from 
the northern hemisphereby natural drift o /;.s far as is 
:known by Mro Royce 9 the only Entada grown here vms from 
El seed which an Albany resident vms able to germinate, 
but nothing is knovm of the fate of the seedlingo 

Fiill]'l~ES 

Assistant Inspector Lo~o Frizzell regularly 
comes for-rrard 1,vi th interesting observations o Last ./,.:pril, 
for instance 9 he reported the sighting in Houtman 
Abrolhos of two male hair seals in the lagoon at Wooded 
Islando He also recorded a bird rarely sighted - the 
Spotless Crakeo This species was secm 9 he said 9 at both 
the north and the south ends of Wooded Islando Another 
interesting record vvas that of a number of immature Little 
Shearwaters in the 1nangroves at the south end of the 
islando They had their full plumage but. were apparcntiy 
not able to fly for they hid beneath overhanging rocks 
on the edge .of the. mangroveso . 

During a visit to the Pcrrilup district, in 
the Shire of Plantagenet 9 to witness ce1"tain vermin 
control trials bGing run by an officer of the Agriculture 
Protection Board, Fauna Warden So vVo Bow1e·r had occasion 
to visit the property of a Mro Mo Trottero· He was 
staggered to hear a complaint from that gentleman that 
·western Ma~ies were damaging and ea ting his apples c 

Mro Trotter s story was confirmed by Mro Po Strugnell, 
of · the Agriculture Protection Boardo As some squeakers 
(Strepera versicolor) were seen in the vicinity it was 
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thought that these birds might have been t alrnn for 
magpie a, but lJoth men mainta'ined that the birds causing 
the trouble really 1iverc magpies o 

· BEHAVIOURAL AND PHYSI OLOGICAL STUDIES OF LIZARDS 

For some time now, research into a phase of 
lizard ecology has been conducted by The Western 
Austra:lian Uni vcrsi ty under the dirGction of Dro Ao Ro 
Maino Tt. has compri.se_d an investigation into the 
extra6'.bdinary ability of liza·ra:s to exii3't on massive 
rock outc·rops, such as that at Boyagin -in the Brookton 
district, ·where the surface temperature fluctuates 
between what is to us unbGarably hot and unbearably 
cold~. The March mGGting of the Royal SociGty of Western 
Australia, held at the Western Australian Mus eum, after 
the• formal business of the evening had be en transacted, 
took the form of a symposium . on the results so far 

. obtained from this most interesting researcho 
. . ' . 

·vvith the· kind permission of the Society, we 
reproducG pelm;: a synthesis of each speaker's remarks o 

While some of the terminology may well be bqyoricl. t};le 
understanding of our rei:1,ders, in most cases th·c '· average 
reader can follow the trend of the tcit fairly 
adeg_uatelyo The contribut.or of the general remarks 
was .Professdr WoRo .Dawson, Professor of Zoology of the 
University of Michigan, UoSoAo, ·who is here on a 
Guggenheim, Grant. The next two contributors, Messrso 
Paul Licht and s. Donald Bradshmv, were graduate students 
from Frofessor Dawson's Univ&rsity, while the thi~d, 
Mro VoNo Shoemaker, is an honours graduate of our ·ovm 
Universityo 

BEHAVIOURAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL STUDIES OF LIZ.ARDS 

Ge..11Q£._al _Remarks - William R. Dauson 

Lizards are among the most common residents 
of hot, arid regionso Their suecess in such places 
depends on a complex interplay beti;veen behaviour and 
strictly physiological capacitieso · Among behavioural 
patterns of importance are basking and selection of 
favourable micro-climates, which allow the animals 
to achieve a surprising amount of control over their 


