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Fiecld Bechaviour and Physiology of Amphibolurus ornatus
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, From ficld studies it is known that the small
dragon lizard Amphibolurus ornatus 1is completely
restricted to largec granite outcrops where it is con-
fronted with two problems: intense heat and the
abscnce of surface water during thc summer monthse.
This animal copes with these problems by a combination
of bechavioural avoidance of extremc¢ conditions and
appropriate physiological tolerances. The thermo-
regulation which it achieves by behavioural mcans
prevents body temperature from cxcecding 40 C., even
‘though the tcmperature og the rock surfaces within
its habitat may reach 75°C. Loss of water from the
respiratory tract and the skin is slow and excretion
is curtailed during summer, so the watcr obtained in
a diet of insects is sufficient for maintcnance of
water balance between thec widely spaced summer rains.






