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Should a tagged fish be bleeding when 
captured 9 and seem unlikely to survive if returned 
tcr the sea 9 c.s.I.R.O. wishes the local inspe6tor to 
take p6ssession of it. · If a C.S.I.R.O. officer is 
available,. the fish could then be handed over to him, 
otherWiie it should be frozen and advice sent to this 
office. 

It is topical to recall that in the December 
1962 - February 1963 report of the West~~n Fisheries 
Project, it is recorded that 8 tuna tagged in Western 
Austraiian waters during the first half of 1962, had 
been retaken in the South Australian tuna fishery early 
in 1963. This, the report · said, was the first definite 
proof that the \IVestePn Australian juvenile stocks 
contributed to the stocks fished farther east. 

"fliA.LING 

Critical Plight of Humpbacks 

In his report to the Western Fisheries Regional 
Committee last February, Dr. R.G. Chittleborough9 of the 
Division of FisheI'ies and OceanographJr, c.s.I.R.O., 
reported that the catches of humpbacks on the Western 
Australian . coa(;lt had been discussed at a . meeting of the 
Scientific Committee of tli.e Internationa1 ·whalihg 
Commission,, and also by the Committee of Three - each 
of whom is a specialist in f,isheries population dynamics. 
Using three different methods, the Committee estimated 
that the Group IV (Vl/estern Australian) humpback stock 
of' mature individuals had numbered approximately 10,000 
in 1949, when the post-war exploitation began, but had 
fallen to about 1,000 in 1962. The Committee al so . 
estimated that the present-day stock could be · sust2-ined 
only by limiting the catch to less than fifteen · 
individuals a year. It was further estimated that even 
if' there WGre a comIJlete cessation of' vvhaltng, · it would 
still be 34 years before the stock would build up again 
to the 1949 strength 9 and that a catch of only two 
hundred and fifty whales a: year would then be the 
maximum that could be taken without seriousiy depleting 
ito 

In terna ti 011a!_~i soi on to Ucet 

The fifteenth meeting of' the International 
Whaling Commission will _be :held in London on July 1. 
It will consider the findings 9 mentioned above, and the 
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recommendations of the Commi ttec of Threeo One of the 
recommendations is that there should be a total pro-
11,ibi tion ,on, the taking of' humpbacks for a considerable 
number of years .- probably 50 years or moreo The 
Committee has also recommended drastic reductions in 
the take of blue whales, fin whales and pigmy blue Yvhaleso 

Local 11Vhaling C9n ti@e~ 

Meanwhile, at Carnarvon, the Nor'-West Wbaling 
Company intendad to commence its humpback vvhaling season 
on July lo It has been allotted a quota of l.J-50 humpbacks 
this year~ This Company's chasers took its first sperm 
whale for the. s~a son on June 3, and had secured a total 
of 37 sperms by June 27. 

The Cheynes Beach Whaling Company, which has 
been allotted a quota of 100 humpbacks this season, took 
its first whale of this sp ecies on June 13, and by _J,,me 
29 a total of 8 humpbacks had be en taken. This Company 
is continuing to operate on sperm whales, and by June 29 
had secured~ total of 198. 

FLOR/J,; PROTECTION - HONORARY INSPECTORS WANTED 

The Miniqter for Forests, Mr. s. Bovell, 
has advised the Minister for Fisheries, Mr. Ross 
Hutchinson, that it is the Government's wish that all 

_officers of the .Fisheries Department, who are over 
twenty-one years of age and are interested in the 
protection of native flora, be invited to make 
application for appointment as Honorary Inspectors 
under The Native Flora Protection Acto The Minister 
for Forests added -

"vVhile the Native Flora Protection Act 
gives wide powers to inspectors in 
connection 1;1i th the apprehension of 
offenders, it is felt tha t the prevention 
of offences should be the primary aim and 
that honorary inspectors, and indeed every 
responsible citizen, can render service 
towards the better- protection of our native 
flora by using every opportunity offering 
to impress. upon members · of the public, and 
child~en in particular, the futi1ity of 
picking flovrers which once :picked rapidly 


