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TWO STRANGE OLD DUCKS: 

Recently, the scientific division of the 
Criminal Investigation Branch Of the Police Department, 
Perth 9 successfully determined for us the obliterated 
numbers ·which had been stamped on a number of returned 

_duck bands. A strange coincidence was revealed when 
one of the band numbers was deciphered as 31820 When 
the banding records were checked it was revealed that 
this band had been attached to a Grey Teal at Yealering 
Lake by Inspector Jo Traynor on January 23 9 19550 A 
band from another teal banded at the same place v.ras also 
returned about the same timeo It was numbered 3204 9 and 
had been placed on a grey teal on January 25, 1955 1 only 
two days after Noo 3182. The recovery details received 
indicated that both birds had been shot almost eight years 
la ter 9 on January 1 9 1963. 3182 ,was shot 20 miles north­
east of Kalgoorlie by a Mro Oo Bennetts 9 while on the same 
day 9 3204 vms shot 25 miles north-west of Kalgoorlie by 
Mro Bo McCahono 
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Band number 3204 was not very badly worn at 
all - in fact its number was quite decipherable a On the 
other hand, band. 3182 was very badly worn and anyone 
viewing it could not help but regard the restoration of 
its number as a marvel of sciencea The recovery of these 
bands not only tabulates an extraordinary coincidence, 
but also provides a valuable record of longevity in the 
species. The apparent continued ?eneral association of 
the two birds also challenges ones imaginationa 

SHOALWATER BAY SANCTUARIES 

On June 20, Fauna Warden NoEo McLaughlan and 
Assistant Inspector A.H. Ullrich, accompanied Miss C.A. 
Nicholls, of the Division of Wildlife Research, C.S.I.R.O., 
on a banding expedition to the island sanctuaries in 
Shoalwater Baye They also obtained some study material 
and recorded the following informntion on nesting and 
breeding on the islands -

Name 

Seal 

Shag 

Bird 

SILVER GULLS (LARUS NOVOE-HOLLANDIAE) 

Breeding Records and Population Structure 
Shoalwater Bay Sanctuary June 1963 

of Island Noa of No v O! ... nests ...-dth No.of J_uveniles • 
Adults 1 2 3 Banded Not Banded 

egg eggs eggs 

Is land ( 1) 300-L!~OO 17 79 4 76 
Rocks - (2) 80 1 5 2 

Island (3) 300 6 10 16 

( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

3 adult birds and .l2juveniles found dead -·-· ·- . . . . . . . . . 

2 juvenile birds found dead 

12 juvenile dead found including 6 
partially eaten. 
These 34 were not banded as it would have 
been dangerous to disturb them .. 
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