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It is to be hoped that this Arri'erican fad does 
not become o. f a shion hei ... G as iii'e already have a su1--.fei t 
of pestso The introduction of the beetles into 
Aus.tralia would be prohibited by lan 1 but the attention 
of the Customs Department wilt bc·drawn to the new 
fashiono 

TH1}; AFFINITY OF FISH:cRIES -=-~=~-.~~--~ -~ ·- . . . --=-===-

Another example of the similarity of problems 
enc.ountered in fi.sheries management appears in a r c: cent 
issue of . "Sea Sccr-ets" 1 published by the University of 
Miami o Ansvmring a q_uestion relating to the Florida Ke,y s 
spiny • lobster ( crawfish) fishery? . 11 Sea . Sec1--.ets" says 

"Although .the annual production of crawfish has 
not changed markedly 1 there has been a considerable 
inc.rease in the number of traps fi shed 1 and fishermen 
are complaining about poor catchGso ThG problem has 
become serious enough to warrant a study of the fishery 
by the University of Miami Institute of Marine Science, 
under the ausf,ices of the Florida State Board of · 
Conservationo 1 

. 

CHRISTl.-TAS TREES HINDER TRACKING STATION 

At the May meeting of the Royal Society an 
unusual exhibit was disployed- by the Botany Departmcm t 
of the University of Western Australiao A note to this 
effect was recorded in the June 1963 issue of the Society's 
Proceedings which said that it had . been explained to the 
meeting that American vv0rkers in the Muchea area had been 
worried by the erratic behaviour of some of their buried 
cables. . 

Examination revealed that the cables were being 
attacked by the haustoria ( · th~ modified roots by which 
certain parasiti~ ~lants attach themse lves to their hosts) 
of the Christmas Tree (N1-31l:tsia f lor.~i~})l}_Q.a) o The shielding 
on the cables was reputed to be resista nt to termites arid 
many other agents 1r.rhich :perhaps indicates the efficiency 
of this .beautiful tree to parasi tize selected hosts. 
Cases of attack vvel"e said to h 2ve. occurred_. up to 2 chains 
from the. near.est -tree arid weTe rhost preval ::: nt in the region 
rif se~e~~d tre~ roots. 

The Christmas •rree 9 the sole representative 
of its genus~ is confinud to 1)estcrn Austr2li2. 


