
VICTORIAN CQLLECTQR13~B:L .. THE KIMBERLEY 

Licenses ·were is sued. la st month to a1a. thorise t1;rn 
collectors :from the National Museum of Vi ct·oria to collect 
fauna in the Kimb erley Di vis:i.on/ The recipients of' the 
licenses were Mrc Charles Tru1ner, Honorary Associate in 
Herpetology, . and Mro AcJo Coventry, . Profess:i..onal Assistanto 
The Director of the National Museum 9 Mr 0 J o McNal ly, ad­
vise.d that Messrs Tanner and Coventry would be collecting 
in t_he Kimberleys for th e primc1.rJr purpo se of obtaining 
specimens of reptiles o 'rhey would also c 61lect birds and 
mammals if the o:pportuni ty occ.urredo The licenses were 
issued subject to the usual condi tions 9 one of which pro­
tects all rare fauna, ,nrhile others ensure that the material 
is made available to science, that full details of the 
collections are supplied to this Department, and so ono 

NETTING RESTRICTIONS COME TO THE KIMBERLEYS 
.,.., ~ .,.~ - ~ .-.... _, . .......... -ors.-...,...-=.,• .. ._- _ . ...... .._.. ..... ,. .• . ~ -. ·• w==-::-•. ~ --~ ·. ~ 

Under the pr9visions of a Proclamation issued 
last month, a five-year ban on the use of nets in the 
Fitzroy River within three miles of Langi Crossing i.,-vas 
in_troducedo 

This is the first restriction of its:ldnd to apply 
in northern waterso It was imposed at the request of Derby 
anglers to pr>event undue depletion of the most highly prized 
fish in the north, the barramundi, which migrates up rivers 
during seasonal !"'loodingo The closure vvill be enforced by 
the Pearling Superintendent at Broome, Mrc RoJo Baird, who 
will rely to a large extent on local assistance in policing 
the measure o 

FLORA PROT:GCTION 

Uhier the terms of a Proclamation published in 
the Government Gazette of August 16, 1963, the protection 
afforded to native flora under the Native Flora Protection 
Act ~ 1935-1938 has been amendedo 

Henceforth, all wildflmvers and native plants are 
protected: 

(a} · in all Crmvn lands and St.ate forests; 
in all lands reserved for ·a publio purpose 
under the provisions or the Land Act, 1933, 
or any other Act; and in every roadway within 
the South-West and Eucla Divisionso 



(b) 

(229) 

In all flora .and fauna reserves throughout 
. the State:., 

The ,pickirig of wi ldf'lowers arid ra ti ve plan ts 
on pri ya te property may legally take place only with 
the authority o:f :the · la_ndmvner or occupier o 

BUN~JJRY PROTESTS _ ~:i.~§_Q1JT~:L:@tN CRAYFISH CLOSURE 

Th.e M.inis.ter f'or B1i sheries, Mr o Ross Hutchinson, 
has continued to rec eive protests from and on behalf of 
Bunbury fishermen against the inclusion of crayfish grounds 
between the 33rd and 34th parallels in the close season 
from August 15 to November 14 inclusiveo 

There has been much argument between co? respon­
dents in daily re Yvspapers as to who should receive the 
credit for developing these southern ground.so The depart­
mental . view is that this and other points raised in the 
protests are of little significance when compared to the 
well-being of the ind us try as a whole o ·when close seasons 
have to be applied over a vvide area, they are bound to be 
less suited to some parts than otherso 

Much the same situation arises in the o,;pen season 
for ·wild ducks, irvhich :falls a little h te :for sho_o:ters in 
the Cieraldton district and somewhat early :for sho'oters in 
other areaso It would be absurdly costly economically and 
administratively to attempt to suit the season to local 
conditionso Local variations in fish behaviour, such as 
the stated later spfn11,1ning run of crayfish in the Bun bury 
area 9 are best covered by the type of measure which protects 
the spawning females irrespective-of the time of the year 
in which spavming takes place o 

The main purpo s e of tre close season is to 1-:i,mi t 
fishing pressure so as to conserve stockso The effective­
ness of the closure does not depend on its be:i. ng related to 
the ·main spawning run, for spawning females may be protec­
ted, as indeed they are, by other measureso ~Vhile there 
may be other arguments to support the Bunbury crayfishermen's 
claims that the close season does not suit their gr_ound~, we 
consider that uniformity i-s essential to protect the irrlustry 
as a wholeo 


