
( 235) ( 

. Nevertheless, on .August 27 the Fauna Officer, 
Mr. H.B. Shugg, ·. accompanied by Fauna 1Narden N .Eo McLaughlan, 
and Dr. D.L. Serventy, of the Division of Wildlife Research, 
c.s.I.R.O~ wi:th his Technical Assistant, Mr. A.G. Matthmws, 
v1g;,nt to iViandurah to inspect the rookery and to take photo­
graphs. The previously kno~crn southernmost nesting ground 
of the .species is at Pelican Island, Shark Bay, Y.!hich Warden 
McLaughla,n states is similar to Creery Island in many rcs-
pectso · A second nesting site about 50 yards away was also 
secn 9 but this too had been deserted. 

Unusually · 1arge numbers of pelicans i.rrnre at the 
time s t :ill frequenting the Pee 1 Inlet, and Dr. Serven ty con­
siders it-- possible that the birds might make a further attempt 
at nesting, either on Creery Island or elsewhere. To date, 
however·, no further repo1 ... ts have come to hand. 

As the birds were not previously recorded as having 
nested in this State south of Shark Bay 9 it was 9~ .particular 
interest i;o note an item published in the July, 1963, issue 
of the nNevvsletter 11 published by the Nature Conserva ti.on Soc-
iety of South Australia. The ,rNewsletter 11 said · it F8:s be-
lieved that pelicans had successfully reared young in that 
State last summer, the first time for an unkno\'irn number of 
years. This had follo-irved the establishment of the breeding 
a rea as a sanctuary, to vvhich all EU try was prohibited except 
by permit. 

FAUNA Pm§ 

The following notes were compiled from information 
given by Mr. W.G. Pearce, a pioneer settler of Yvoogenellup, 
about twelve miles east of Mount Barker. We think they a1..,e 
a valuable record of fauna occurrences in the earlier days 
of the State. 

1. ~QSStJMS: Brush:-i_a~J&_g (T~ichoE>urus vulpecul~) and 
JUnp;--taj_led (PseudC>chyi£.1!.§. occidentalis) 

1902 Ringtails plentiful in the area 12 miles east 
of Mount Barker. 

1903 Caught many possums for tre ir skins, · but only 
· one ringtail. The rin gt ail was the last seen 
in the district. There was scarcely any 2gri­
cultural development at that stage, and habitat 
destruction could not have bl:! en the cause of the 
disappearance of the possums. 



(236} 

1910· First close season for possums o Numbers low, 
but not trapped outo • They later disappeared 
frorri the district for a few years, but wei-•e 
known to be thick north of the Stirling Ranges 
in 1914, although they · Yvere scarce on the · 
Kalgan :plainso · 

1928 Fair numbers back once mo:E'e (no rin gt.ails), 
but population loYl7ered again following the 
incursion of foxeso No disease was seeno 
Mr. Pearce poisoned extensively for rabbits, 
using apples treated yrith "Grim11

, v/hich was 
also responsible for killing a great number 
of possumso He said that he 'Nas most upset 
at tho time to find possums poisoned, but it 
was the only effective method of controlling 
rah}Ji ts thea known. 

2 o 1/VOJLIES_: Ka:g._g_§£.90-:JL~..i§. (B§.11,_gngia J2&..lli£~llata) 

1902 These animals plon tiful; their stick nests 
common in the bush. 

1903/4 Disappeared. Cause unkno~Tio 

(About) 
1929 

Just before the ar·:i val of foxes in numbers 
in the district, 1-:angaroo-rats were again 
seen in small numbers, but disappeared again 
once · the fox became Yrnll established. 

DALGITES (Macrotis lagoti s) 
" ~· ~--~·.·•.---,---==- - -~ 

1902- Old burrmvs in the district, but no dalgi tes 
1903 seen. 

1909 A few sighted and remained until foxes came • 
. Actually saw one dead dalgi te which had been -· 
. ki1led by foxes on his property and presumed 
that foxes were mainly responsible for their 
disappearance., 

Never many; now seem to have disappeared 
entirely from the district. 

5. QUOKKA ( Seton1x bracl].;z.1!.+:'Jd§) 

They might have occurred, but not sure of it. 
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6. ~UMBA'~ (M,yrme9o"]?ius fascia tus) 

Definitely were some in the eaI'lier years, 
but none see n :for a :long timeo 

In his diary for tre ,.,,,e o l-c · 8:nding Au.gus't 3·~ · . . 
Assistant Inspector DoHo Smith, of Albany, reported 
having observed 3 Bla ck S1!vans in Princess Royal Harbouro 
This wa s the first sighting, he said, of swans in the 
harbour sin6·e . the vdntet~ migration·~ . 

YELLOW-NOSED ALBATROSS 
.~-~-~~ ~ --· ~= 

In his di ary for the -vveel{ ending August 3, 
Inspector AoTo Pearce of the poVo 

11 Dampier" reported 
. h s ving observed 4 flocks of between 25 and 30 Yellow­

nosed Albatrosses en route to Wallabi Islands 0 

In the July, 1963, issue of this Bulletin -~ve 
published a gloomy :forecast by Dro Ro 1N o George, c:u.rator of 
Invertebrate s at the Vi/es tern Aust:rialian Museum, concerning 
the prospects of a crayfishery in our northEJ rn waters o Dr o 

George had recently returned :from Aden where he had inspec­
t ed a similar :fishery and considered that there was very 
little prospect of developing a worthwhi.le fishery hei~eo 

His forecast has been suppor t ed by the ~esults 
of exp erimental fishing tests carried out in the Onslow·­
Cossack region by a research unit headed by the Senior 
Research Officer, Mro Bmveno Mro Bbwen reported that 
very :few p a inted crayfishes were f ' oundo This was due to 
some e xtent to the murl{iness and churned-up nature of the 
wat er, and to the failur e of the crayfish to be a ttracted 
into any of the po ts ·which were being u sedo In a dd ition 
to the conventional b c shi ve pot, Aden-t;ype pots and Canad­
ian lobster t r aps we ~e seto 

...... L .:· . . ! .L. 

. . The Aden pot is heart shnped with a side entrance o 

.,,:,•t·F i s ·used iv.;:i,th sµccess ih the Ea st .Adeti Protectorate to 
catch thE'( ._COt'? l .. ~c:r ·i:J.yfish (Panulirus homarus) O This species 
exists in· smalL humbers in the area tested and is known 
locally as t.li.e' 'brislow cray:fisho The Cahadian lobster 
trap~ or a s it is often called 11 the bedt•oom - and parlour 
trap', is . rt9ctangular in shape and divided into t wo com­
partmenti;i~ · : I:t ·11.a·:s ' t wo side entrances both leading into 
the . 9t i-/:; ·c omp ar tmen to 

: ,. . . . 


