
- 72 -

Other ----~-
Other papers presented to the committee included 

marine aqua:C'i um studies by Dr. Chit tleborough and a back­
ground paper by Mr. Bo..-ven on a recent visit by Mr. S .J. Holt. 

Concern has been expressed in some quarters over· 
the alleged :pollution of B1.mbury waters by effluent being 
dischar·ged into the sea at Btmbury from the local titanium 
works. Fishermen~_.particularly, Y1ere concerned over the 
pocsible effect on marine life and the possibility that the 
efflucn t r1ould be drawn in to the Leschenaul t Inlet dui-•ing 
the win te:c rnon ths. Hmvever, al though the water is deeply 
discoloured, the detrimenta l effect on marine life,is 
apparently not as serious as was first feared. 

Recent tests of the Dater by officers of the 
Govei-•nme:mt Chemical Labora tori cs, disclosed that the acid 
effluent containing iron sulphate in solution rrns completely 
neutralized by the sea water uithin a few hundred yards of 
the discharge pipe. Commenting on the results of the tests, 
the Director of the Laboratories (Dr. L. W. Samuel) said 
that neu t i-·ali za tion caused precipitation of the iron and 
most of that substance settled within u short distance of 
discharge. ~ithin that limited arca 9 he explained, condit-
ions would be uns uitable to marine life. Outside it 9 

howeve:i. ... 9 there was a gr8ater area of water that Yu1s visibly 
discoloured by a small amount of pre ci:pi ta ted i:i. ... on kept in 
suspension by wind and wave action , It was most unlikely 
Dr. Samuel concluded, that the small amount of suspended 
material would be detrimental to marine life. 

'l'he l\'Iinister for Primary Industry, Canber1 ... a, has 
approved of the taking for scientific purposes, of five 
undersize sperm wha l e s each month by the Cheynes Beach 
Whaling Cornpan;;,r during the v; 6,-:. season. 'I'he permit 
for the capture of these whales provides that thei-·e can 
be no cari-•y over of uncaught numb e :i. ... s from month to month 
and representatives of CoSaI.R.O. must be: al1or·e d access 
to each whale and to remove any biological specimens 
nGcessa:i. ... y. The Cheyncs Beach ;p;ha lj_ng Company v;dll be the 
sole oPner of the products of the whales t a ken under :permit. 


