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Advice has been received I'rom Dr. D.L. Serventy, of 
the Division of Bi ldlife Rese~rch , C.S.I.R.O., thnt an 
OSlJrey ringed under Aus tro.linn DLrd Banding Scheme £1.nd 
carrying band No. 13C-13721 wcG recovered on the south 
coast a few months ago. 

Marked as a fl e dgling in its neGt at Rottnest Island 
on lfovcmber' 2, 1963, by Lir. ? i . HolswoPth~ of the Zoolo gy 
Depo.1:o tment of the University of -:.;,'est<:!rn Austro.lio., the 
osprey rras shot as an "ecgle ;' a t Wi lson Inlet; DenrrH:1i-1k 
on M2.1-ch 19 9 196L!-. Dr. Serven ty comm en ts thG t thi G 

recovery 11 1°epresents an interestinG d ~'-sperse.l from i.ts 
nestins site and shows that t hese young birds from VQr i ous 
br1 ecding stc1.t:Lons must intermingle very gre o. tly~" 

FI'orn the standpoint o:f this :-Jt r::,te ' c fisheries 
Geraldton is in impor tance s c co:.1d only to Frem2.n tle. 

Geraldton 1 s c rayfisheri e s 9 including those of 
Houtman Abr-olhos 9 c:r·e vrnrth up\.'2.rds of ,Z2 million annually 
in prime value. 'I'hey s upport some 600 fishermen and 
approximately 380 boats. The r e a?e five processing factories 
in the torm employing Bany pe:emanent hands. Durinc the peak 
period of the fishing season employment is also found for a 
great number of casual 'i:7OI1 lrnr•s, 1n•j_nc:Lpally \~'omen. In many 
other· 1;7ayo the fi;3hing fleet giv,::; s employment - to ship1.vrights 
and engineers, to ship chandlers and oil companies, to store­
keepers and sail--mak e r-s, to Ci.''aypot m.anuf::,ctur•ers and c2,se 
m.ake:i.--s. Probaoly the cra;yf i sh indur:3try cau ses £3 ElilJ.ion to 
circula t e in Ge:caldton each ye 1::a, and betrreen tr.'o an(i. three 
thousand people are 1rrl10 lly or :partly dependent on it for 
their livelihood. 

The Governrr.en t has done much to provide faci li ti es 
for the Geraldton fleet. A Government multi-cr a dle slip for 
fishing boats wus built many year s ago . A year or t wo ago 
a l arce area at the we ste r n end of the harbour ~a s dredged, 
v,rharr~a £:.:e was construc ted 7 o. t;J_rn i nc -basin r :Tt s provided and a 
h2:ndsore off' ice for the Fi sheri G S Depa 1·tment (with I'OOl~ for 
Police and HarL, ouI' and Light Dcp a :ctrnent ol'ficers) was erected. 
Just nearing completion are added berthing facilities 2nd 
cat-walks in the vicinity or the breakwater. Some £90 9 000 
in tot2l has been spent on these facilities. 


