
itself, the offspring spending their early lives in the sa:fe 
and sheltGred river 1;,,aterso He estimated that .thePe ar-e 
about 15 species of 1Fhaler shark common to. VJ'estern Australian 
vw ters, some growing up to 12 feet in length" 

This 1~eport is indeed interesting, v,.rhen it might be 
remembered that another authority on r3harlrn, the late 
David G. Stead 5 who studied sharks and their habits for 
50 years, at tributed the major shark attack~ on human beings 
in Australian waters to the v1haler sharks and not to grey 
nurse or tiger sharks as is sometimes reported • 

.fOSSUMS IN J2.fil~ __ Jfil£Ui11.)'I'0N D_1wrrnc1 

Inspector AoVo Green, lately of Geraldton, has 
passed on a rep ort he has had from an employee of the Main 
Roads Department on the occurrence of fair numbers of Brush­
tailed Possums ( 'I'r i chosurns vulpecula) a long the Gre enough ..-:-:--~ ·,. - -......,-•r-'"'~,--.. .. c-.....,.... ..... .,, •-.,..-.:.,a-~ 

River just above the Geraldton highway bridae. Mr. Green ~a s 
also told that there were a few along t he Bowes R~ver on the 
road in to Hoi-·rocks Beach" Ao out six months ago, rvhen a tree 
was bulldozed, a pos sum had b een found in it with a young one 
clinging to it o 

In recent years possums appear to h a ve increased from 
the near-extinction of' the early fifties, but very :few reports 
are receive d of their occurrence north of Bullsbrook. 

Mr. Po Ahrno.t, the Fisheries Inspector at Onslow~ 
reporte d recently that af ter the :i;iassing of cyclone "Katie'r 
at the end. c,f iVbrch, he had obs c v ed a large number of' b laclc 
S'P8.ns and several thousand clucks, mou tly teal; on a s v1amp 
f la t approximately 20 mile s ou t fro m Onslow on t~ main 
noPth roado He a lso observed a l ai,ge numlJ8 :C' of ducks on the 
Ashburton River. 

l'Ir. Ahrns t cornmen tcd that he had ne ve r seen s u ch a 
lar ge 11'LF,1°b e r of swans in the o.:eca b efore, and cluck had not 
b e en so plentiful 1 to his knowledge , for a t l east 30 years . 


