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(Do(r)

I . ' igure r,  Hi irbeaia ierlr ,r i , ,pd A Habit.  B Leaf. C t ' lower. D !. lower with sepals and petals re
mt^e , l , " hu \ ! n i r t he . l r r l 1 r , gemenr , , i s t amensandca rpe l s .E -S tam jna l  bund le .F  An the r .  c  Ca rDe l s .

Frorn i. ?'. Hr)t'.Ilri:ss. Ludlow, .1 Sept. I951t.

glabrous at the base but sparsely to densely sericeous towards the centre and aoex
with white or ferruginous hairs; margins membranous and ciliate with white curled
hairs. Sepals 5, shortly united at the base, narrowly ovate or narrowly oblong to
ovate or oblong, 5-7.5 x 2-3.5 mm, acute or subacute; the inner surface sparsely h-airy
towards the apex, otherwise glabrous; the outer surface densely sericeous with fer--
ruginous hairs; margins becoming glabrous, entire or minutely ciliolate. petals 5,
free, obovate, emarginate to obcordate, sometimes rather obliquely so, 6-10 " 3_
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Hibbertia fenuginea is similar to H. depressa in the number and arrangement of
carpels and stamens. Both have 5 carpels and have their stamens in 5 fascicles of
three stamens with none free. Hibbertia ferruginea is also close lo H. desmophylla
and. H. helianthemoides but the latter two species have only 3 carpels with stamens
arranged in 5 fascicles of which 3 have three or four stamens and 2 have either two or
one stamen.

The principal diagnostic characteristics of H. ferruginea and its all ies are shown in
Table 1. Hrbbertia ferruginea differs from the other species in this complex in the
presence of conspicuous, broad, rigid bracts closely surrounding the flowers and
densely ferruginous appressed hairs on the sepals. It also differs in its rnore slender
habit with narrower, less hairy and less clustered leaves. Although H. depressa, H.
heliantltemoicles and H. clesmophy.lla may each show some variation in shape and
texture ol both bracts and sepals, none of their variants come close to H. ferruginea,
which itself shows very l itt le variation.

2. Hibbertia spicata F. Muell., Fragm. Phyt. Austral. 2:1 2(1860). Type citation:
"Ad portum Gregorii. Walcott et Oldfield" (holo: K; iso: MEL).

Hemistephus l inearis J. Drumm. ex Harvey, Hooker's J. Bot. Kew Gard. Misc.
7:52(1855). Type citation: "Northern districts. J. Drummond", s.n. (type not located
at K). Non Hibbertia l inearis R. Br. (1817).

A low, erect or spreading s-hrub, 0.2 0.5 m high, rarely to 0.7 m. treaves l inear,
rarely very narrowly oblong, (7)9-30(39) mm long, obtuse to shortly mucronate;
upper surface glabrous, tuberculate or smooth, rarely sparsely scabrous; lower sur-
face densely and minutely stellate; margins revolute. Inflorescence a 2-5(9)-flowered
pedunculate spike. Fftrwers 5-15(20) mm in diameter, all but the lowest subtended by
2, often dimorphic, bracts; bracfs narrowly ell iptic to narrowly ovate, rarely broadly
ovate, 2-5(8) mm long, margins sometimes cil iate. SepaLs 5, 3.5-8 mrn long; the outer
2 sepals narrowly ovate to narrowly ell iptic, rarely narrowly obovate or ovate, mostly
acute with a prominent midrib, glabrous or with minute stellate hairs, usually also
with a few simple, uncinate hairs and rarely a few straight hairs, margins sometimes
cil iate; the inner 3 sepals scarious, broadly ell iptic, obtuse, with a less prominent or
scarcely any midrib, minutely stellate hairy and also sometimes with a few simple,
uncinate hairs towards the base, margins minutely cil iolate. Slamens 6-12(15), all on
one side of the carpels; f i laments sometimes united towards the base; anthers nar
rowly oblong and 1 1.5mm long, or l inear and 1.5-3mm long; stamirrodes variable,
either on both sides of the stamens only, or on both sides and opposite the stamens,
or continued around to form a complete ring wilh the stamens, or forming a com-
plete ring outside the stamens, or behind the stamens only, or absent. Carpels 2,
denselv hairy; ovule.s 2 per carpel.

Both H. spicaia F. Muell. and H. polystachya Benth. (1863) belong to section
Henipleurandra Benth. subsection Spicatae Gilg, in which the stamens are all on
one side of the carpels and in which staminodia are usually present. Their inflor
escence is a one-sided spike of 2 or more flowers.

Hibbertia spicata is characterised by an almost glabrous upper leaf surface and
sepals which mostly have only uncinate and/or minute stellate hairs. H. polystachya
is characterised by long, simple, spreading hairs on the upper Ieaf surface and sepals
which are densely hairy with long straight simple and minutely stellate hairs. How
ever some specimens are intermediate in respect to these characters. Bentham (1863)
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}&
Figure 2. Hit,ber/ia spicata subsp. leptot'.ireca A-Habit. B-Buds. C Leai D l'lower. E Sepals.
F-Fl,,wer wiih sepaJs and petals rem,,ved, showing the arrangement of stamens and carpels. G Stamen.
H-Carpels.

From J. l?. lVheeler 2040.

Differt a H. spicata subsp. spicata antheris longioribus linearibus, staminodiis
paucis vel nullis, sepalis exterioribus subglabris, interioribus minute tantum stellatis.

?ypus: Yalgorup National Park, between the N end of Lake Preston and Martin's
Tank Lake, Western Australia, 31"51'30"S, 714" 40'20"8. "Diffuse shrub to 45 cm
tall. Abundant in Dryanclra sess/rs and Hakea undulata and low closed shrubland on
limestone soils." 17 September 1981, N G. Marchant 81/?6 (holo: PERTH; iso:
CANB, MEL).
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Hibbertia saryentii S. Moore, from the description' I consider to be a synonym of

H. montana St;del. As may be seen from the following quotation, S' Moore (1909)

fotto*ea ge"tlta-'s misappiication of H. montana, when he says of H' sargentii "On

first view it mieht be miJtiken for H. montana, to which Mr Sargent tells me, some
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