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r'72 Nultsia VoL 5, No. 1 (1984)

Figure 1. Habit of Lomandta nutans. Type locality. Figure 2. Habitat of Lomardra nutars at type 1.)
cality. Open mallee of llucalyptus decipiens and E. tetragona. Lornandra plants occur in the low shrub
areas between the mallees. Figure 3. Male inflorescence ol Lonandra nutars. Type collection.
Figure 4. Part of female inflorescence of Lomandra rut'aas. Type collection. Photographs by K. lt.
Newbey.

bright green beneath, somewhat glaucous above, semi-terete or upper surface shal-
lowly V-shaped, upper surface minutely papillose to puberulent, lower surface
smooth, minutely papillose or puberulent; leaf base-margins shredding early into
pale, usually fine, fibres; leaf apex blunt to acute, rather thin and often eroding
irregularly. Male inflorescence a panicle l/3-1/2 as long as leaves, peduncle slightly
bent to completely recurved so that panicle is slightly inclined from the vertical to
completely pendent, the bend sharp or smoothly curved, usually occurring in upper
part of peduncle but sometimes within the panicle and involving the main axis,
branches and some pedicels. Peduncle smooth to papillose, slightly to markedly flat-
tened, with up to 10 cm exposed above leaf bases. Panicle up to 3 cm long, compact;
branches usually whorled, 2-4 per node, sometirnes solitary (especially at proximal
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I Specimen-based record

Z Stn l ing  Range Nat iona l  Park

Nultsia VoL 5, No. 1 (1984)

Figure 5. Distribution of lomardra ]1 utans. Sight records suppiied by K. R. Newbey (pers. comm.).

Distribution. (Fieure 5) The plain south and east of the Stirling Range, north-west of
Hassell Highway (Albany-Jerramungup road) and south of the Pallinup River.

Conservation status. Lomandra nutans is a species of very restricted distribution,
coded 2RC (according to the criteria of Leigh, Briggs & Hartley 1981) with a geo-
graphic range of only 80 km. Two collections have been made in the Stirling Range
National Park, another from close to the eastern boundary of the Park, and two from
the South Stirling Nature Reserve. Thus, although the species is not highly en-
dangered, its long term survival in the agricultural area outside of the reserves men-
tioned is doubtful owing to its dependence there on the maintenance of road-verge
hab i ta ts .

Drscussion. Lomandra nutans is unique in the genus in having nutant panicles. It be-
longs to Section Lomandra, Group A of Stevens (19?8) in that the inflorescence is
paniculate and each flower is subtended by a bract and a much narrower, laterally
placed bracteole which together do not encircle or ensheath the flower or pedicel.

Although no species can be confused with Lomandra nutans, the following seem to
be its closest relatives'. L. pauciflora (R. Br.) Ewart and L. brittanii Choo in Western
Australia and the L. filiformis complex (Lee 1961) in eastern Australia. The three
western species share globular male flowers with fleshy inner perianth segments. In
addition, L. nutans shares papillose leaf surfaces with L. brittanii and eloneated
stems with l. pauciflora. However, L. brittanii is a much smaller plant with a usuallv
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