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globular to almost cylindrical fruits on which the styles do not persist as they do in some
other Calothamnus specres. Calothamnus eccedens is also very closely related to C. hirsutus
in gross morphology and these three species may be regarded as a species-group. The main
differences and some similarities between the taxa are outlined in Table l. There is marked
variation between the taxa in plant height but this variation may be partly due to climatic
or soil factors and not strictly genetic. Therefore plant height may not be a good taxonomic
character. The leaves of all three species are similar morphologically, with those of C lilrsulr.t
being distinctively longer than those of the other two (Table 1). There is little difference
between the leaves of C. brevi/blius arld C. a<cedens, although those of the latter species
are usually slightly thicker (Table 1) and often more pilose.

There is some intraspecific variation in the number of flowels per cluster, but Calothqmnus
hirsutus and C. act:edens usuaily have a higher number of flowers of larger size than C
bretifolius (Table l). The flowers of C. qccedens are usually on poftions of stems from
which the leavss have fallen, while those of the other two species are usually amongst leaves
(Table 1). While this may not be a major taxonomic feature, the position of f lowers on
stems is a readily observable and uselul character in the field.

The hairs on the calyx lube of Cqlothamnuit accedens resemble those ol C. hirsutus in

being very slender and spreading with the longer ones being over I mrn long, while those
of C. brevifolius are slightly thicker, less spreading and less than I mm in length.

The number of filaments per staminal claw has proved to be an important character
rn Calothemnu,s taxonomy (Hawkeswood 1980 and in prep.). However, the three species
are not clearly separated on the basis ol this feature (Table l) indicating their very close
relationship. Anther length is also an important taxonomic character, but again, C. Qccedens
is not clearly separated from its two relatives on the length of anthers since some anthers
of C. hirsutus arLd C. brevifolius are c. I mm or more in iength, which overlaps the range

in anther size 1br C. accedens (Table l).

The fruit ol all three species are also generally similar, being depressed globular to almost
cylindrical in shape, although the size varies. In some cases, one calyx lobe (or rarely two

or three) is deflexed over the orifice and remains on the young fruit during the lirst year
(Figure 3) in all three species, but usually the lobe(s) break or erode away with age so

that the capsule becomes truncate or almost so.

Calothamnus exhibits little variation in gross seed morphology, but the size and testa
colour of the fertile seeds have proved to be of taxonomic significance (Hawkeswood in
prep.). These two characters combined appear to be the most important in separating C
qcceden; from the other two taxa presently under considcration (Table I )

Despite field work in the Piawaning area I failed to find further populations of Calothamnus
accedens. Qnly 14 plants were counted growing at or near the entrance of a property between
Piawaning and Wongan Hills. Cleared paddocks were present on both sides of the road
and only remnants of a heath community grew on the narrow road verge. There appears
little chanca of the Calothamnus surviving in the event of furth€r disturbance to these road
verges. tt is imperative that this population of C. ac:ceclens be conserved as this species
must be considered rare and endangered on the basis of present knowledge of its distribution.
A more detailed search for other populations should also be undertaken by interested botanists
in Western Australia.
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