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Filure 1. Eu b)ptus a/n.rtd a Holotype, TaJlor 2244 (.CBC\. b Habit. c Bark. d Seediing, Iiom C/np 5522
(CBC 8007431).  e Buds,  f rom isolype (CBG).  f  Frui ts ,  l tom cr  p 5522 (CBG).
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Figure 2- Distribution of Eutulwtus omata (i and E. Ialcata (oJ. Mdp of F:. falcata incorporates distributional
dara from the Eucalist d ta bank at the CSIRO Division of Forest Research.

seen at FRI), the hypanthium is distinctly ribbed but lacks knucklelike projections at the
rim and the operculum lacks ribs altogether.

The shape of the liuit also distinguishes E. faluta ftom E. ornata. I\ E. falcqta lhe
fruiting hypanthium is hemispherical or depressed-globular, with a truncate base, whereas
in E. omqtq it is tvrbinate and tapering at the base (Figure 11).

Leaves of E. Jitlcata, both at seedling and adult stages, are indistinguishable from those
ol E. ornata. Bud size varies greatly in E. falcata but seems to be generally smaller than
itr E. ornata, at least in breadth. The largest I have seen are 18 x 7.5 mm (Crisp 4960,
CBG). Chippendale (1973) gives a range of 14-16 x c. 6 mm for the species (figures derived
by adding dimensions given separately for operculum and hypanthium). The operculum
is sometimes shoft and obtuse, sometimes long and acute as rn E. ornata (e.g. Maiden
1912.  t .68) .

Apad from the variation in habit mentioned above, Eucalyptus fqlcata also shows
considerable variability in buds and fruits. Maiden (1912) established the var. ecostqtq for
a form in which the buds and fruits lacked dbs, by contrast with the type of E. falcata
(see above). However, this variant appears to be trivial, occurring at the same localities
as the ribbed lorm and merging continuously with it. Eucqllpttts dorrienii Domin, also
a synonym ol E. falcata, differs only in having a siightly shorter, broader operculum (photos
of type seen at FRI).

A specimen at NSW lrom 25 km NW of Kondinin (Blaxell DFB/W75/18a) appears
to be intermediate bet\veer. Eucab)ptus ornala and E, falcata. The buds are of similar
proportions to those of E. ornata but the operculum is vi ually smooth as rn E. falcata,
with only a hint of ribbing. The hypanthium ofthe bud is ribbed and tsnds to form projections
at the dm, as in E. ornete but less markedly so. In fruit, the ribs become obscure as in
E. Jdlcata. The fruiting hypanthium is turbinate and tapers at the base like tha! of E. ornata.
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