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paracy t ica ;  marg incs  in tegr i ,  revo lu t i ;  fo l io rum fasc ic tL l i  gemmarum squamis  nonnu l l i s
de l to ide is  su f fu l t i .  F lo res  so l i ta r i i ,  per lec t i ,  pcd ice l la t i ,  e  bas ibus  t runcorum ve l  p i ru lo  supra
or iund i ,  ped ice l l i  bas in  ver l i c i l l i s  2  b rac tearum su l lu l t i .  Sepa la  5 ,  imbr ica ta ,  l ibera ,
pubescent ia .  Pc ta la  5 ,  imbr ica ta ,  in  te r t ia  par te  med iana cohacrcn t ia ,  bas i  lev i tc r  connata ,
coro l lae  tubum a  d is t inc tum fo rmant ia .  u t r inque sparse  p i losa  Stamina 5 ,  cum peta l i s

alternantia, quam ea paulo breviora: i i lamenttL l inearia: anthcrae versati les, sagittatae ad
ovatac ,  te t rasporang ia tae  e t  d i thecac .  long i tud ina l i t c r  deh iscentes .  D iscus  in t ras tamina l i s
ad  ovar i i  bas in  p rominens ,  5 - lobus ,  annu lar ls ,  v i r id is ,  c rassus .  Ovar ium superu tn .  in tcgrum.
2-3- locu la re .  ovu l i s  numeros is ;  p lacenta t io  ax i l i s ;  s ty l i  pc ta la  excedentes ,  s imp l ices ;  s t igma
cap i ta tum ve l  b i lobum.  Fruc tus  c i tpsu la  2 - (3 ) - locu la r is ,  ad  r i2 -2 l r  long i tud in is  sept ic ida  c t
usque ad  d imid iam long i tud inem locr . r l i c ida .  Semina la tc ra l i te r  compressa,  r ' cn i [o rmia :
cmbryo  minu tus ,  ad  bas in  endospc t  rn i i  carnos i  bcnc  cvo lu t i .

fy,pu.s: B. spines(an.\ E.M. Bennett

Low growing shrubs with spreading underground rhizomes, from which above ground

stems arise. Slenrs much branchcd, at f irst pubcscent. becoming glabrous. terminating in
spines. 1-eav.s exstipulatc, altentate or clustered, l incar, sessile or shortly petiolate,

subtended by a icw deltoid bud scalcs: margins entirc, revolute; stomatcs paracytic. Flowers
solitary, pcrl 'cct, pedicellate, occurring on stems at orjust aboVe ground level. occasionally
along branches: subtended by two whorls of bracts at base of pediccl. .Se2als 5. imbricatc,
free, pubesccnt. Pelals 5, imblicate. cohercnt in middle third, at f irst weakly united at base
to form a more or lcss definite corolla tube. both surfaces with scattcrcd hairs. Stamr:n.l
5, alternate with and slightly shortcr than petals; f i laments l inear; anthers versati le, sagittate
to ovate, tetrasporangiate and dithecal, longitudjnally dehiscenl. Intuslaminal dis(
prominent at basc of ovary, f ive-lobcd, annular, grccn, f leshy. thick. Ovar-t ' superior, entire,
2- or 3-celled; ovules numerous; placentation axile; stylc cxceeding the petals, simple,
stigma capilate or 2-lobed. Ftuit a 2-(3) celled capsule. spli l t ing septicidally for hall to
three quarters of its length and loculicidally for up to half of its lenglh. Sce.lt laterally
compressed, renif orm; embryo tin)'. at base of well-dcveloped. l1eshy endospcrrn.

Relatic. 'nships. Thele are two gencra, Bil lardiera and Cilriohatus, which share several
characters witlr Bentleya. Bil lardiera ard Bentle.taboth have the pelals united in the young
flower but separating with age, versati le anthers, f i lamcnts frcc from thc pctals, t i/pically
2 cells in the ovary and capsular [ruits (sometimes a berr], in Bil lqrulieru). Bentle.yu differc
from Bil lardiara nost conspicuously in possessing a dtsc. Citriobatus and Bentle):a both
have an intrirstaminal d isc although it is less well develo ped in Citriohqtu\, solitary flowers
and petals coherent in the lower part to form atobe. Bentle.t,d differs from Citriobatus
in having 2 or somctimes 3 cells in the ovary rather than I, a dehiscent fruit, not indehiscent.
sccds not immersed in sticky pulp, anthers versati le instead of basifixed, and li laments
free from rather than adnatc to thc petals. The spinescence character of Benllr,r,a is also
to bc sccn in other genera including l l i l lardiera and Citriobatu.v. Suckering fiom
underground rhizomcs, lound rn Bentlel,a, is unusual iD the l ' i ttosporaceae but is known
to occur also rn Pittosporum ph)'l l iraeoides.

Etlmolog.\). It is to commemorate the students of Bentlev Technical College, particularly
those in  the i r  f ina l  year  in  1982,  one o f  whom loca ted  th is  new genus!  tha t  the  gener ic  name
of Bentleya has been givcn.

Bentleya spinescens E.M. tsennett, sp. nor,. (Figures I and 2)

Frutex 5-20 cm altus, 2 20 cm diametro. Folia usque ad 7-na fasciculata, 2-6 x c. 0.5
mm,  supra  g labra  ve l  d isperse  a lbo-p i losa ,  sub tus  pubescent ia ;  squamae de l to ideae I -1 .5
mm longae.  Brac teae ex ter io res  5-6 ,0 .5 - l  mm longae cum a l i i s  0 .25-0 .5  x  0 .3  mm,  pa i l ide
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brunneis, dcnsissime longe piiosis. malgine cil iatis, altenrantes: bracteae interiores 5,
pa l l ide  brunneae.  secus  cos tam medianam sacpc  purpur rscentcs .  marg ine  dense c i l ia t i s ,
I -3 .5  mm long is .  Sepa la  6 -7  x  1 .5  2  mm.  v i rescent i  a lba ,  parce  a lbo  p i losa .  Peta la  1 .2 -2
cm longa,  a lb ido  v i r id ia  ad  c remea:  an therac  2-3  mni  longac ,  pa l l idc  ma lvaceae;  po l len
pall ide malvaceus. Ovarium 1.5-2.5 n.im longum. Stylus I Lq mrrr longus, pali ide roseus, per
maximan partcm longitudinis parce pilosus; stigma purpurco-rubrum, bilobum. in flore
maturo  prominentc r  cxscr - tum.  Fruc tus  l0 -14  x  5 -8  mm.  brunneus,  a lbo-vc lu t inus .  Semina
I .75-2 .25  x  1 .5 -2  mn.  r l lbescent i  b runneus.  rL rgosus-

I rp rs .  0 .5  km rves t  o l  the  Newdegate  townsh ip  ( la t .  33"  06 '5 ;  Long.  l l9o  0 l 'E) .  Weste ln
Aust ra l i i r ,  [ i .M.  Bent le t rE l0 lS3 (ho lo :  PERTH;  i so :  B .  CANB,  K .  MEL.  MO,  NSW.)

ShIub  5  20  cm ta l l .  2  20  cm across .  . t t c ,? i  much branched.  lower  and o lder  par t  o f  s tem
wi th  g rcy ,  l i ssu lcd  bark ,  younger  b ranches redd ish  brown,  w i lh  sca t te red  wh i te  ha i rs ,
becoming g labrous  w i th  age,  end ing  in  sp ines ;  sp iny  b ranches o f ten  ar is ing  f rom prominen l
pro tuberances .  Leaves  in  lasc ic lcs  o i  up  to  7 .  l inear  to  nar rowly  obovatc ,2 -6  x  c .0 .5  mm,
minutcly mucronatc. glabrous or with scattered white hairs on upper surfacc. pubcscent
orr lower surface, midrib prominent on lower surlace. bearing several white hairs; margins
rcvolutc; 1e4/ r ' lz.i ler.s subtcndcd by dcciduous, deltoid scalcs c. l- l-5 mm lon€j. /,7ower.t
mainly on stems at or iust above ground level, occasionally a lew along the stems: each
l lowcr  subtendcd by  two whor ls  o f  b r . rc ts ;  ou ter  h ra t ts  5 -6 ,  o f  two s izes ,  some 0 .5  x  l
mn,  a l te rna t ing  w i th  o thers  0 .25  0 .5  x  0 .3  mn,  pa le  b rown,  very  dense ly  ha i r l  w i th  long
ha i rs ,  c i l ia te  on  marg ins  inner  h rar  l . i  5 .  pa le  b rown,  2 -3 .5  x  I -  I  .5  mm,  o f tcn  purp l i sh  a long
midrib. abaxial surface with scattered hairs; margins densely cil iate; pediccl 3 mm long,
dense ly  i ra i r -v .  Sepa l . : ;6 -1  x l .5 -2mm,green ish-wh i tc .sca t tc redwhi teha i rvonsur face ,ha i rs
shortcr and dcnscr on margin. Petal.s I.2-2 cm long, coherent when young lor 2,t oi their
leng th ,  becoming f ree  a t  base w i th  age bu t  rcmain ing  jo ined in  midd le  fo r  2  3  mm,  lobes
irnbricatc. whitish-green to creanr.3-nerved, outer surface with scattcrcd whitc hairs, inner
sur lace  w i th  wh i le  ha i rs  sca t te red  a long vc ins .  more  abundant  in  upper  th i ld ,  marg ins
incurvcd. distinctly cil iate along margins of lobes and inncr surfacc of tube: apex acute.
Filarnents 0.9 1.5 mm long. white: antherJ 2-3 mm long, pale mauve; pollen paie mauvc.
Over . r  1 .5 -2 .5  mm long,  ve lu t inous ;  s ty lc  I - I .9  mm long,  pa lc  p ink ,  ha l ry  except  fo r  upper
2 mm, stigma purple red, papil late. prominently exserted in the matLrre flor.rcr. Cap.qrle
brown,  r ,e lu t inons  w i th  wh i te  ha i rs .  l0 -14  x  5 - l l  mm.  ,S t  e r l . s  1 .75-2 .25  \  1 .5 -2  mm,  redd ish-
brown.  rLLgose.

Distribution. I he typc locality is thc only one so far from which the plant has been recorded.
A l though scvcra l  o ther  loca t ions  o f  s im i la r  so i l  and  spec ics  complernent  were  searched,
cursor i l y ,  no  fu r ther  p lan ts  were  seen.  A t  thc  typc  loca l i t y  there  werc  mrny  p lan ts  p rcscn t
but. due to tl 'rc suckcring habit, the nurnber of actual genotypes may be small as several
plants are probably fi om one original parent.

Habitat. Bentlela spinescens grows in sandy clay soil associaled with Euelrptus
occidentalis, E. / locktoniae, Sanldlunt atuminatum, Melaleuta riolarca, M. uncinata,
Ox.vlobium parviflorurn, Olearia rcrolutq, Davie.sia alfin. apltylla, Grevillea pauciJlora,
G. pritzelii, Lasiopatalutn rosmarini/blium a:otJ Westfingia rigi.la.

Flowering t irrte. September October.

l:ruit ingtiftt(.December -lanuiirv.

E tymolog . t .  Thc  spcc i l i c  ep i the t  re le rs  to  the  sp inescent  hab i t  o f  thc  p lan t ,  a l l  the  shor t
branchlets ending in distinct spinc'.
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