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Typus: Banhsi.a blueri R. Br.
In  lhe systemat ic  sequence in .my rev. is ion, t .he species mal  reta in i ts  posi l ion berween

ser ies Ouerc inop s.  q l r .  and ser les Ur l , ' los/y1,s {uenln. ,  A. ) .  L 'eorge '
Banksia epica A.S. George, sp. nov. (series Cyrtostylis) (Figure 1)

Affinis B. praemorsae Andrews et B mediae R Br., a quibus perianthio majore et
praebitore pollinis longiore praecipue differt.

Folia obovata ad anguste cuneata, 15 50 mm longa, m-arginibus planis vel leviter
recu*is, b.eniter serratis. Perianthium'10 44 mm longum limbum 4.5-5'5 mm longum
i""lud""", infra glabrum, supra extus pubescens limbo g-labro. Pistillum 39-49 mm
ioneu-. elabr"m; praebitor pbllinis t.5 1.8 mm longus Folliculi ubi exserti 13 20 mm
io"Ei. l-iO -,' ' alti, 6-9 mn; Iali, colliculati, parce hirsuti; flores veteres persistentes,
stylibus curvatis.
?vpus. Point Culver, Great Australian Bight, Western Aqstrql!1-c, 32" 55'5,724" 42'
nlt frl"u 1986. J. Filconer s.n. (holo: PERTH; iso: CANB, MEL).

Fig'ure 1. BonAsia epica A. S. George holotype Bar scale is 5 cm
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When the Banksia Atlas (a joint project of the Austra l ian Biolo-gical Resources Study
and the Western Australian'Department of Conservation and Land Management)
beean in 1SSa, a request was mad; for participants to collecl good specim-en-s. John al-r-d
iaiage Falcone. o1'Esperance, Westein Auslralia, made two trips in 1985 and 1986'
John- eventually *u. ibl" to collect t lowering material a1t-er a solo expedition irom

W;;;tt"" (wliere they were then stati,,nedl across lhe Great Victoria Desert and
tlutlu.bot pti i". It is in;ecognition of Eyre's epic journey of 1841 and the Falconers' ef

forts to collect specimens that the new species is named eplco.

Banksia oligantha, A. S. George, sp. nov (subgenus lsosiy.lrs) (Figure 2)'

Soecies inter L i.Liciftt i 'am R. Br. et B cuneatam. A. S George intermedia. sed ab i l la
foliis et floribus minoribus, ab hac lbliis nitentibus concavioribus et floribus parum

minoribus. et ab ambabus inflorescentia pauciflora, differt. Foliarum lamina 1'5 3 ? cm

longa; perianthium 21 23 mrrr longrtm; inflorescentia 20 l l5-flora

&
Figure 2. Barlrsia oligarljla A. S. George holotype.

?\ ous; Nature Reserve 9098, 28 km NW of Wagin, Western Australia, 33' 10' S, 117' 04'
Fli 't8 Nov. 1981. A.'l 'avlor s.n. (holo: PER'I'H; iso: CANB, K, NSW).
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Map 1. Distribution of Banhsia oli,gantha (^), B. epica (.), B. Ieptophylla vaL melteticd (.) and. B. spinulosa
vaf. neoanquco \t) ,

Banksia leptophylla A.S. George var. leptophylla

Perianth 42-47 mm long. Pistil 56-62 mm long. Flowers mainly in summer.
Distribution. Occurs between Tathra National Park arld Mogumber, Western Australia
(Map 1).

Habitat. On sandy rises in shrubland.
Flowering period. Summer to autumn.

Banksia leptophylla var. mellitica A.S. George, var. nov.
Ab Banhsia leptophyLla var. leptophylla floribus minoribus (perianthiis 80-36 mm

longo, pistil lo 34-44 mm longo). hieme florentibus, differt.

?yp-us:.c. ^13 km N of Gingin.tur_lgff, Perth-Lancelin road, Western Australia, 10 June
1966, A. S. George 7767 (holo: PERTH; iso: CANB, K, MEL, NSW).

Distribution. Occurs between the lower Murchison River and Guilderton. Western Aus-
tralia, mostly within 30 km of the coast (Map 1).

Habitat..ln -deep sand. in sarrd over limestone and in depressions (not permanently
damp), in shrubland. Often locally common.

Flowering period. Winter.
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^ Three other species of BonAslo appe_ar to show rhis divergence of habitat but require
f^urther st-udy. They are B. ashbyi'8.L. Burtt, B. marginita Cav. and B. uiolaiia C.
Gardner. The situation also exists in some species of the"genus Dryanjro ,..g. i.;;";.
R. Br., D. /raserl R. Br.

Presumed natural hybrid

While recording Banksias for the Banksia Atlas, Mr G. Schmidt of Kalamunda, West
em Audralia. d.iscovered _a-plant which appears to be a hybrid between B. prionotes
Linctley andB. /indlej cna Meissner. In most characters it is intermediate betwien these
twn. both of which were present witlr the presumed hybrid and which belong to closely
related series within the genus. The leaves, however, are similarto those ofBlprionotei.

_ Spreading shrub 2.5 m tall. Leaves to 22 cm long, 13 15 mm wide; margins i lat,
shallowly lobed almost to base; Iobes t triangular, to 2 mm high, obtusely and shortly
mucronate. Inflorescence 12 13 cm long. Perianth 3? mm tong'including l imb of 8 md;
claws closely tomentose and shortly hirsute; l imb minutelv pubescent. Pisti l  40-45 mm
long, bowed, glabrous; pollen presenter c.3.5 mm long, swollen at base, fusiform and
ribbed above. OId flowers persistent on infructescence, the pistils wiry. Follicles elliptic
in plan view, 12 13 mm long, 7 8 mm wide, 4 mm high, shortly beaked at stylar point,
denselv hirsute.

Specimen examined. 4.5 km N of double gate in State Barrier fence, N edse of
Murchison House Stn, Western Australia, 27" 34' S, 114'03'E, 8 Sept. 1985, G. Scdmldt
(PERTH).

A single plant ofthe presumed hybrid was sighted, and the description is based on two
fruit ing specimens, probably developed from the previous season's i lowering. The per-
sistent perianths and pisli ls have retained their morphology. Each infl orescence 

-has

produced a number of follicles that are fully grown but were probably not fully mature
when collected.

Only two other presumed natural hybrids in Banlisla in Western Australia have been
report€d, one brtween B. hctokeriana Meissner and B. prionotes (Keighery 1985), the
other between B. hooheri.clne andB. menzjeslj R.Br. (Dixon 1986).In Contiast, naiural
hybrids appear to be frequent in eastern Australia.

Further names in Bqnksia

.. The following names were fourd by Mr Arthur D. Chapman while searching literature
lbr entries for the Australian Plant Name Index. None aflects the accepted nomencla-
ture of Bonftslo.

Banksia lamberti Hort. ex Courtois, Magasin d'Horticulture, Suppl. 1; 295 (1883).
Type citation: none given.

No_ sheet bearing this name has been seen. From the description it appears that this
may be synonymous rith B. spinuLosa Smith var. cunningEamii (Sieber ex Reichb.)
A.S. Georse.

- Banhsia intermedla Sweet ex Courtois, Magasin d'Horticulture, Suppl. l: 295 (1g33);
Banhsia.intermedjo Sweet, Hort. Brit., 2nd ecin, 2;849 (182?), nomernudum. ?1pe cj-
tation: "in Nova Hollandia [Australia], introduced to Britain in 1824,,(Sweeti '

No sheet bearing tl.ris name has been seen. The description is of leaves only and is in
sufficient to allow definite application of the name. It is possibly a synonym of B.
oou)n{tloll0 l-av.

Banhsia langifolia van. pubescens (Willd.) Breiter, Hortus Breiterianus 2g2 (1817).

.,This is based on Co<hium pubescens Willd. which is not a Banhsia but probably a
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