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Nuytsia vol.7,No.l (1989)

No material from Western Australia has been seen which remotely matches the originat
specimen of fl. tatntninensis. The two specimens seen which have been determined as this species
are ftom the herbarium of the Australian National Botanic Gardens, Canbena (CBG) (R.W. Purdie
5305, 24 Sept. 1983, 17 km S of Tammin (Charles Gardner Flora Reserve)) and from the Western
Australian Herbarium (PERTI{) (P. Roberrs 390, 20 SepL 1984, Charles Gardner Flora Reserve,
South Tammin). Both Ne H. struntosdMeissner (Mrs R.M. Barker, pers. comm. June 1988).

It has come to my attention from various souces that the Tammin region has been intermittently
visit€d in order !o rediscover H. tatwninensis,In the absence of authentic material of the species
from Westem Australia despite these searches, ii seems extremely unlikely that the species
represents a distant oudier of 11. gibbosa. Indeed, the Sydney region is very different bioclimatically
compared with the general region of Tammin (cf. Nix 1982). Accordingly, it seems certain that the
species was described as a result of an unfonunate mislabelling by Gardner of a specimen of
H. gibbosa from the Sydney region or possibly from plants cultivated in wetter pafis of south-west
Westem Australia. Confusion in the information on labels of C.A. Gardner is known in at least one
other instance; Haegi (1983) cites the case of Gardner's erroneous numbering of the type of
Anthocercis aronarica C. Gardner [= S]rmnanthus aroratica (C. Gardner) Haegil.

It is fortunate that the creation of the Charles Gardner Flora Reserve provided for "the proterlion
of indigenous flora" and not specifically for H. tamminensis (Dr S.D. Hopper, pers. comm. June
1988). It was founded on 1 March 1929. well before tlre H. tst xninensis issue arose.

How did Gardner commit his error of describing this discordant specimen as new? Neither
Gardner's not€s nor his manuscript "Flora of Westem Australia" treatrnef.t for Hakea answer this
(Dr N.G. Marchant, pers. comm. October 1988). Did he take the flower colour solely from his
impression of his dried type or did he confuse it with red-flowered H. strumosq which he had
collected in flower in sand heaths at Tammin in September 1936 (Gardner s.n., PERTII) and on 7
September 1945 (Gardner 7651, PERTTI)? In both specimens ofll. $rumosa fruits were absent and
he incorrectly identified the material as or possibly as H. corunutata F. Muell. A fruiting specimen
of H. strumosa from Mt Madden (Gardner 12873, PERTII) was corectly determined. It is possible
that Gadner long had these problem plants from Tammin in mind and, when he came across
fruiting material which he believed !o have come from the same provenance, he realised it was a
sp€aies he had not seen elsewhere. Unfortunately, since his herbarium was very much a regional
herbarium, he had no facility !o compare his sperimen with represenadve m le,rial of Hakea
species from the eastem States. The type of H. tanuninensiJ to his day represents the only specimen
of H . gibbosa in lhe Wesiem Australian Herbarium.
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