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FigLrre L Ac.acia veronica. A - Po4ion of branch. B -Flower. C BracLeole. D - Phyuode showing nervat ure, Dr cmrral
seSmenr ot phlllode, D' lower segmcnr of phyIode (p - pulvinus, 8 : gland, m midrib, s - seconaary
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F-seed. A drawn fiorn A.s rv€rlotq r 7b; B D rrcm G r. Keistury 4e18:
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Afrnities. On account of its globular flower-heads and its multi-nerved phyllodes A. yeronica is
rcterrel to Ac^cia segtlotr Plwineryes (Benth.) Maiden & Betche. However, because the phyllode
midrib is more pronounced dran the other 1 or 2 longitudinal nerves, A. veronica cn eailly be
mistaken for a species of Acacra section PhyllodineaiOc. tndeed, this is what Ben$ram (l'864,
361) did bv including under A. dentiferaBeith.thespecimen,J.Drummondcoll.5,no.T. Acecia
dentifera is disfinguished ftorn A. veronica by many characters including the following: it is a
non-resinous, non-aromatic shrub with golden heads,5-merous flowen, :t terele legumes and
prominently l-nerved phyllodes (with no secondary longitudinal nerves).

The precise taxonomic affinities of the new species are not clear. Based on inflorescence
structure and phyllode nervature A. yeronica appears to have some affinities with A. cyclops
A. Cunn. ex Don. This species is widespread in coastal and near-coastal habitats in Westem
Australia and South Australia (Maslin & Pedley 1982) and is readily distinguished tuom A. veronica
in the following ways: branchlets, peduncles and flower-heads not resinous; phyllodes 3-5-nerved
(nerves + equally prominent), 4-9.5 cm long,6-15 mm wide; flowers 5-merous; flower-heads light
golden; legumes 8-12 mm wide; funicle thick and prominent, red or yellowish orange, encicling
the seed. Gum chemistry studies by Anderson et al. (1984) lend support ro a relationship between
A. veronica* and A. cyclops. However, somewhat surprisingly, Anderson's results suggest that the
following species are biochemically more closely related to A. veronica than the new species is to
A. cyclops: A- implem Benth. (Acacia section Plurineryes), A. saligna Q_abill.) H. Wendl (Acacia
s*tion Phyllodineae), A. longifolia (Andr.) Willd. and A. mnideniiF. Muell. (both, cccia section
Juliflorae (Benth.) Maiden & Betche). Using existing classifications of Acacia this is an unlikely
alliance of taxa. However, a re-assessment of tle classifrcation of Acacia is long overdue, and it is
not possible to predict how species will be grouped in a more natuml classification of the genus.

Acacia veronica is pssibly distantly related to some species occurring in eastem Australia. For
example, A. subporosc F. Muell. (New South Wales, Victoria) is similar in phyllode shape, size and
nervature, flower-head shape, and in caq)ological features. This species differs markedly from
A. yeronica in its puncticulate phyllodes, 5-merous flowers, and non-racemose inflorescences.
Acacia baeuerlenii Maiden & R.T. Baker (New South Wales, Queensland) resembles A. veronica in
its larye, globular, white flower-heads arranged in shon racemes (raceme axis with a dormant apical
bud, peduncles with a single basal bract) but diffen in many other ways, e.g. hairy branchlets,
racemes and legumes, 5-merous flowers, broader phyllodes with more numerous nerves (see Pedley
1978,208).

C o ns emation status. 2RC using the criteria of Leigh et al. ( 1981).

Cultivatian. In cultivation at Moore River (c. 80 km N of Perth) the species reached 1.5 m high and
flowered in its frst year. Also successfully cultivated in Perth and Adelaide.

Etytrlology. Named in honour of my wife, Yeronica. The epithet "veronica" is used here
deliberat€ly as a noun in apposition, thus requiring no change by the addition ofa case ending.
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* In this work A. yeronica was called Acacia'P31' and, upon my advice, referred to Acacia sec
Phyllodineae.
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