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Nuytsia Vol.7, No.1 (1989)

l;,

Fielte l. Phelea pelinos. A - Male flowering branch. B Base oI flowering branchlcr. C - Female llowering
branch. D - Male flower. E- Fcmale flower. F Ovary and sryle. Drawn frorn AJ.G. tyls on tl2 (/r,Il,
D),  113 (8,  F)  and 114 (c) .

Shrub, 0.3-0.6 m high, single-stcmmed at gound levcl, erect or straggling above, dioccious.
S/e/ru glabrous, yellowish or red-tingcd at first, becoming dark grey-brown then medium ro dark
grey further from apex. Leaves opposile, antrorse to patent, glabrous; petiole 0.2-0.5 mm long;
blade concolorous, green, narrowly obovate or rarely obovate, 2.5-11.5 x 0.8-2.5 mm, acute.
Flowering branchlets axillary, 0.7-9 mm long not including flowers, with minute sessilc reddish
bracts at base; pcduncle 0.5-3.5 mm long, sometimes hury. Involucral bracts 2 or 4, sessile,
leaf-like in colour and texture, ovate to obovate or rarely narrowly so, 3.3-6 x 1.7-3 mm, obtuse,
glabrous or inner pair of bracts with hairs along middlc of adaxial surface. Inflorescence tcrminal,
compact,5-21-flowered. Pedicels c.0.5 mm long, densely hairy; hairs anrorse, up !o 0.7 mm long.
Flowers crcam, densely hairy outside, the hain antrorse; tube glabrous inside. Male flowersi t\rbe
2-3.2 mm long,0.4-0.6 mm diameter at middle, expanded to 0.7-1 mm at. summit, with hairs 0.5 0.7
mm long towards base and smaller hairs 0.3-0.4 mm long above; sepals ovate, 1-1.5 mm long, hairy
inside, the hails on both surfaces similar !o thosc on distal Dart of floral tube: stamens virtu:lllv
sessilc. fre filament c. 0.05 mm tong. thc anrhcr 0.5-0.7 x 07-0.6 mm, tre slirs scmi-hterul aftci
dehiscence; pistillode 0.2-0.3 mm long. Female flowers: tubc c. 1.5 x 1 mm, scarcely continued
above ovary-portion, c. 0.8 mm diamcter at summir, unilormly hairy, the hairs up Lo 0.8 mm long;
sepals ovate, c. 0.8 mm long, hairy inside in distal half, the hairs of both surfaces up to 0.4 mm
long; staminodes c. 0.3 mm long; ovary c. I mm long, with an apical tuft of hairs up to 0.7 mm
long; stigma somewhat brushlike. Fralt not seen.
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Dioecious sryies of Pimeleo usually appear to have about equal numbers of malc and femalc
plants. However, A.J.G. Wilson (pers. comm.) estimated lhat there were about ten times as many
male as female plants in fle population s of P. pelinos.

Amendment to Pimelea Key

The fouth couplet of the key given in Rye (1988: 143) needs to be renumbered as rhe fifth and
the new fouth couplet given below inserted before it. All subsequent couDlets should be
renumbered to become one number greater tlan they are at present.

4. Sepals hairy inside. Anthers subsessile .......................... p. pelinos
4. Sepals glabrous inside. Anrhers with a filament 0.4-1.4 mm long.

Errata to Thymelaeaceae Reyision

Two of the figures given in Rye (1980), numbered 31 and 32, were pdnted at only half the
magnification of all other figues in the papcr; consequently the magnifications givin in tlre
captions are double the actual size for these figures.

In the key to sections of Pimelea on page 143, gcater than and less than symbols were omitted
in the fourth couplet. The couplet should read as follows.

4. Floral tube prominently constricted at cirumscission lNcint, glabrous inside. Sepals
narrowly ovate to elliptic. Stamens > 12 mm long ...........-.. 5. Macrostegia

4. Floral tube not prominendy constricred or, if so, fien hairy inside above
circumscission point. Sepals narowly ovate to elliptic. Stamcns < l0 mm long.
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