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(1978) included A. pravifulia F. Muell. ard A. amblygona Cunn. ex Benth. with the A. deltoidea
group as "the Triangulares gronp of Acacia secLion PLurinerves" and there is more than a passing
resemblance between these species and the A. deltoidea group. Both specics, howcvcr, havc
separate, lateral stipules, a bract subtending thc base of the peduncles which are otherwise
ebracteate, the heads are few-flowered and the bractcolcs are of very different structure and tcxturc
than thosc of fte present group.

The A. deltoidea group is characterized by (1) small, inequilateral, pungent, sessile or
sub-sessile phyllodes; (2) upwardly curving pairs o[ often partly connatc (cxcept A. sublanata and
A. froggauii), persistent, subulate or acicular stipulcs located on the abaxial sidc of tltc phyllodc
base (oxcept A. sublanata Md A. froggalii), rather ftan laterally as in most species of Acacia; (3)
all but A. sublanata havo at lcast some of the hairs gland-tipped; (4) the peduncles are solitiuy,
lacking a bract at their base but occasionally bearing onc above their middlc; (5) scpals and/or
petals are paftly united among thcmsclvcs; and (6), most strikingly, some of the species have the
staminal filaments united, up to one-fifti their length in A. stipulosa and basally in inegular
fascicles in A. adengonia. Such union ol filaments is known in the A. lycopodifuLia group of
spocies, which Pedley (1987) suggested as possible relativcs, c.g., A. lycopodifoli.r Cunn. ex Hook.
and A. hippuroides Heward ex Benth., as well ili in othcr unrclated tropical spccics

All measurements are from herbarium specimens unless otherwisc indicated. The un-numbered
taxa in the following key are not fcated hcrcin and arc included only to indicatc relationships.

Key to taxa ofA. deltofulea group

l. Most phyllodes broadest below the middle, ovate to ovate-elliptic

2. Phyllodes mostly 5-10 mm long, inequilaterally ovate, acuminate, pungent,
gland oftcn extcnding beyond phyllode margin in toothJike projection; sccds
longitudinal in pods ............................ .............................. 1 . A. adenogonia

2. Phyllodes 15-16 mm long, inequilaterally elliptic to elliptic-ovate,
acute, not pungent, gland not extending beyond phyllode margin;
srcds transverse ............ 2b. A. dekoidea s\bsD. amDlo

1. Most phyllodes broadest at or above thc middlc

3. Branchlets villose, hairs crispcd, nonc gland-tippcd;
phyllodes broadly obdeltate ................. .... A. sublanqtu

3. Branchlets other than villose, gland-tipped hairs always prcscnt; phyllodes of
other shapcs

4. Calyx and corolla regularly 5-merous

5. BranchleLs with long, gknd-tipped hairs and shorter, zurtrorsely curvcd
ha i rs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A .  f ro tga t t i i

5. Branchlets glandular-puberulous, hairs very short and palent son]ctimcs
with longer hairs intermixcd

6. Phyllodes 4-6 mm wide, inequilaterally elliptic or
obdeltate .............. 2a. A. deltuideo srubsp. deLtoidee

6. Phyllodes 1.5-2 mm wide, incquilatcrally oblong-oblanccolate,
the margin between gland and apcx sfongly roundcd... 3. A. vincenLii

4. Calyx with up to I I acuminatc lobes, corolla 7- or 8lobed ........................... ... A. stipulosQ
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scattered, short gland+ipped hairs sometimes present; ncrvcs 3 or ,1 on each phyllodc facc; gland l,
situated on upper margin of phyllodes, often projecting in short tube beyond phyllodc- argin.
Peduncles 7.5-14 mm long, solitary, villose, basal)y ebracl.catc, occasionally bracteate abovc
middle; heads globular,4-6 mm diam., 60-92-flowcred; bracteoles exscrrcd in bud, l inuLr to
narrowly larcellate, acuminate, ciliate. Flowers 5-merous. Sepal.r less than 1/2 corolla-lcngth,
1/2-united, ciliolate, lobes linear from ciliolate basal crp. Petals 3/,1-unitcd, lobcs ovate,
puberulous. Filoments united irregularly in fasciclcs at the b3se. Legumes |flefi, raised over and
irregularly slightly constricted beiween- sceds. 35-85 mm long. 5-6.5 mm wide, thin-coriaceous,
curvcd, canescent-puberulous with intermixed longer, gland-tipped hairs. Seeds longitudinal,
cll iptic-oblong, 6-6.5 mm long,3.5 mm wide, comprcsscd, dull brown-black; plcurognm oblong,
closed; aril apical.

Other specimens examined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Gibb River Road, 1.5 km W of Lcnnard
Rivsr Gorge tum-off ,G.W.Carr 4115 & A.C. Beauglehole 47893 (BRI, CANB, K, MEL, PERTH);
Napicr Broome Bay, 7 km S of West Bay, E.A. Chesterfield 313 with S."r. Forbes & J.H. Witlis
(PERTH); Pim Hill, E.A. Chesterfield3S5 (PERTH); lPrincc] Regent River, Voyage of Bathhurst in
1821-2, A. Cunningham 323 (PERTH, photograph of Herb. BM spccimcn); "Naturalist Island" in
Prince Frederick Harbour at mouth of Hunter Rivcr, M. Evars 9 (PERTH); 0.5 km N of Pim Hill
bctwecn Napier Broome Bay and Vansiftart Bay, 17 km NNW of Kalurnburu Mission, S.,/. FrrDe.r
2176 wtLh J.H.l{t l l ls (PERTH); Plain Creek neff Bsvorlcy Springs Homestcad, NE ol Dcrby, K.F.
Kenneally 1988 (PERTH); "Naturalist lsland" in Prince Frcdcrick Hrbour, W of entrancc Lo Huntcr
River, K.lr. Kenneally 9926 (PERTH); Gibb River Road, c. 17 milcs [27.4 krn] N fiom turnofl to ML
House Homestead, 24 Jtly 1914, J.H. wil l is & A.C. Beauglehole s.n. NSW, PERTH 00709255);
Augustus Islf,nd, Bonapartc Archipelago, P.G. Wilson 10702 (PERTH) and 18 May 1972., P.G.
Wi!-son s.n. (PERTH 007U9261); Uwinslsland, Brunswick Bay, P.G. Wilson 11445 (PERTI-D.

Distribution, Northern Westem Australia in north-wcst and southern exuqmity 01 Cardner
Botanical District and north ccnlral Fitzgerald Botanical District (1:250,000 maps D5l 16, D52'9
and E51-4, 8). Occurs in scaflered populations in Wes[ Kimbcrlcy, in the Bonaparte Archipelago
and Napier Broome Bay iueas and inland at Kimberley Downs Station, Bcvcrley Springs Station
and Phillips Range. The available matc al appears to indicate two populations comprising ttre
spa;ies, one along the north coast of Wcstcm Auslnlia :nd the nearby offshore islands, the other
along the Gibb Rivcr road in the area of Beverlcy Springs Homestead, about 150 km southward.

IIabitat, Grows on sandy soil usually on sandstone in woodland.

Flowering and fruiting periods. Flowerrng sFcimens have bccn collccted between May and
August, and legumes with maturc sceds have been collectcd in July and August liom plants still in
Itower.

Conservatian status. 
'fhe wide distribution of this spccies suggesLs that it is probably ncilher rare

nor endangere.d.

Affinities. Superficially, A. adenogonia appears very similiu to A. delLoidea and they are clearly
related but A. adenogonia has phyllodes that arc widcst below their middle, diflbrcnt branchlct
pubcscence (hairs shorter and mostly gland tipped tn A. deLtoidea, villose with only scattcrocl
gland-tippe.d hairs in A. adenogonia), ofien cxscrtcd phyllodc glands and narrowcr lcgumcs with
longitudinally oriented seeds. It is closer tn A. froggauii ard A. sLblanata wrth respea:t to
orientation of tie seeds in the pods. Bentham described it as a varicty ol A. deltoitlea questionably,
saying ir might represent a distincl spccics.

Variation. The souLhcrn population has somewhat largcr phyllodes which are vil lose, rathcr thao
obscurely puberulous as in the coaslal form. Wc have not recognized infraspccific taxa largcly
because collections from the region between thc two populations are infrequent and wc cxpcct
futurc collecting to show that lhcsc arc extremes in a norLh to south cline, unwo(hy of formal
recosnrtron.
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the precise locality is not known but from his journal we deduce the collection was madc in
grid-cell E51-8, not actually on the Fitzroy River but in its general arca.

Habitat. Grows in sandy soil usually on sandstone in open scrub and, where the soil is deeper, in
woodland.

Flowering and fruiting periods. Flowering specimens have been collected in March and between
May and August; legumes with mature seeds have been collected in May, June and August from
plants still in flower.

Conservation skltus. Not considered rare or endangered.

2b. Acacia deltoidea Cunn. ex Don subsp. ampla Cowan & Maslin, subsp. nov. (Figure 1, N).

Phyllodia ftme chartacea, inaequilatcraliter elliptica ad elliptico-ovata, contracto-acuut,
mucronata, t5-16 mm longa, 5.5-7 mm lala. Peduncull 18-25 mm longi, glandulari puberuli,
plcrumque supra medium bracteam ferenti, bractcolis non exserl.is in alabastro matwo.

l 'ypus;Ltwley R. gorge, Western Australia, 29 July 1921, C.A. Gardner 996 (holo: PERTH; iso:
NSW, PERTH - C.A. Gardner 

" 
1496" 1.

Phyllodes thinly codaceous, inequilaterally elliptic to elliptic-ovate, acutc, mucronatc,
15-16 mm long,5.5-7 mm wide. Peduncles 18-25 mm long, glandular-puberulous, usually with a
narrowly lanceolate bract above its middle; bracteoles not exserted in bud.

Other specimens examined. WISTERN AUSTRALIA: base of Bougainville Peninsula on E shore
of Admiralty Gulf, P A. Fryxell, LA. Craven & J. McD. Stewart 4782 (CANB, PERTH).

Distribution. Northern Western Australia in northern Dart of the Gardner Botanical Distdct
(1:250,00 maps D51-12 utd D52-9). Known only from two localities separated by 60 km in the
Admiralty Gulf area.

Habitat. Gtoyrs in vroodland on sandstone.

Flowering and fruiting periods. Flowering specimens have bccn collc4tcd in Junc (with lcgumcs
wifh sub-matue seeds) and in July.

Conservation status. 2K, following the criteria of Briggs & Leigh (1988). This is a poorly known
taxon that may be rare, but the area is very glorly collected and dilficult of access.

Discussion. The differences separating subsp. cmpla from fte typical subspecies e|Ie mostly
quantihtive but they combine to producc quitc a different appeauing plant. Pedley (1987)
considered it to be only a large-phyllode form of this species but it is so different, especially in
phyllode form and size, that we prefer recognizing it as a subspecies, thereby czrlling iL to Lhe
attention of future rnonographers.

Nare. Gardner's collcction numbers 1496 and 996 do refer to the same collectior, as Pedley (1987)
presumed; the first is the Western Australian Forest Deparlment number, tie second Gardner's own
herbadum number.

Etyrutlogy. The subspecies name refers to the size of the phyllodes which are much larger than
those of the typical subspccies.
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long-exserted bracteoles in bud, oblongoid flower heads and in its legume having one or both
margins crenate.

The new species is described, admil.ledly on less than t]re son of complere data on€ hopes.to
have al hand when describing new taxa, because it iS very drstlncl and a name rs neeoeo lOr lt In ne
account of the Kimberley flda being preparcd at PERTH, as well as for the Flora of Ausfralia.

Note. 'the tvDe locality data have been augumented beyond lhose on $re label itself, by notes from
Fitzgerald's riiary/field book of he Kimberley Trigonometric Expedition of 1905.

Etyrnlopy. This species is named for the collectol of the only known material, William Vincent
fiizgeraid, to perpetuate the memory of a keen field observer and one of Western Aushalia's most
respected early taxonomists,
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