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246 Nuytsia VoL 8,No.2 (1992)

minute c, 2-celled stipules; lamina narrow clavate, curved, c. 10 mm long, 1-1.5 mrn wide, somewhat
narowed towards base, flattened and indefinitely sulcate above, rounded below, conspicuously
undulate verucose with globular subepidermal glands, glabrous, or sparsely and minutely puberulous
on adaxial su.rfaca near base; apex obtuse but apiculate with a pale brown necrotic tip. ,F/olreru solitary
and terminal to brarches or to sho branchlets. Peduncle short (to 1 mm long), thick, reddish brown
a.nd resinous, exceeding pedicel in diameter, glabrous; bracteoles not observed. Pedicel afilc]ulate on
peduncle, narow turbinate below, broad turbinate above, 2-4 mm long, glabrous. Sepah ovate, acute
to obtuse, 4-5 mm long with a minute necrotic apiculum, thick ald glandular verrucose in centre, thin
towards margin, glabrous. Pelcl.r free, broad elliptic, obtuse, c. 10 mm long, very palc greenish yellow,
thick, minutelytomentose wit}lin, glabrous outside, glaldular punctate. Stamezs pyramidally arranged,
to 7.5 mm long, the antesepalous slightly longer thar the arlepctalous',filanents tlick, united in lowcr
2/3, otherwise free, linear, densely woolly pilose within except towards tip, moderately pilose outside,
inllexed attip;art ers oblong elliptic c. 1.5 mm long,minutely white apiculate; pollenpale orange. Di.rc
not apparent. Ovary depressed globular, glabrous; sryle terete, glabrous, red with green apex; stigna
minutcly 5Jobed. ,i?rr,i/ not seen.

Additional specimen examined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Cubur Station, A.L. Payne I2O (PERTH).

Distributiot. Only known from the type locality in thc Austin Botanical District, Westem Australia.

Habitqt. Fourrd ir pockets of soil in cracks on a low rcd granitc outqop. Associated species on the
outcrop were Acacia aneura Benth., A. quadrimargined F. Muell., A. palustris Luehm-, Calytrix
divergens Crav en, Er e mophila clarkei F .M\eIl., E. latrobei F . Muell.,'ar:,d. Ptilotus obovatus (Gardich.)
F.Muell. The surrounding plain was covered with Mulga (Acacia aneura) shrublald.

Consemation status. Philotheca citrlnd was found to be plentiful on the one g.anitc outcrop which
extended for almost onc kilometrc; it was not found on other outcrops in the region but no search was
made in tlle country lying to tlc north of Curbur Station. Although sheep and feral donkeys wardcr
through the area there was no indication that mature plants wcrc grazcd. In view of the paucity of
information on the distribution of the species a conscrvalion category 'K' (Briggs and Leigh 198 8) would
appear to b€ appropriate.

Nole.r. Thqc has been no revision of the ge\rs Philotheca since the account given by Bcntham (1863),
although brief notes have been provided by Wilson (1970, 19'11) who indicated its distinction from
Drumnltndita and its close relationship lo Eriostemon sect. Nigrostipulae. He uoted that t}le genus
Philotheca is morphologically similar to Eriostemon sect. Nigrostipulae, tlle two taxa being only
separaled by the presence ofunited stamens in theformer and offrcc or almost free stamens inthe latter.
It has been pointed out by Armsfong (lred.) that the genus Eriostemonshouldbeconsidered monotlpic
and that the species rt Eriostemon sect. Nigrostipulae should.be tnnsferred to Plilofiucd. From this
it follows that whetler tlte new species is considered to belong in tlte narrow sense to either Philotheca
or Eriostemo sect-Nigrostipulae itsho\id be placed inthe expanded genus Philot,eca. In the Eastem
States all species that are considered to belorlg to Philotheca ar\d to Eriostemon sect. Nigrostipulde
possess leaves withminute stipules that soon becomc covered by ablackresinous seuetion; in Wcstcm
Australia half (eight) of the species of sect. Nigrostjpulde have stipules and half do not.

Philolheca citrina is the second species of the genus to be rccorded from Westem Australia, thc
first being P. tubiflora A.S. George which is known from a few granite outcrops near Leonora.
Philotheca tubiJlord may be distinguishedftom P. citrinaby its much shorter (c. 3 mm long) leaves, its
prominent black stipules, and by its petals tlat arc united in the lower half to form a tubular corolla.
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Eriostemon seiceuJ Paul G. Wilson from Westem Australia is similar in appearancelo P. citrina arLd
in addition has stamens that are shortly united at the base which thus approach the situation found in
P hibtheca s e nsu stric to.

The thick resinous peduncle that is present n Philothecd citrirn is also found" but in a less obvious
condition, in P. laliflora ar'd Eiostennn rhomboideusPaul G. Wilson; in these two species a pair of
bracteoles is present at the articulation of the peduncle and pedicel while in P. citrind the bracteoles
are either not formed or, as seems more likely, they are shed early in the development of the flower.
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