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in Humea rccogtlised by Mucller (1893) and thosc dcscribed later based on African material. All
recent authors (e.g. Lcwis & Summerhayes 1951, Grieve 1975, Anderbcrg 1989, 1991) have fouowed
Bentham (1867) in regarding Pithocarpd as a dist.inct genus. Will is (1967), in discussing a n umber
of taxa related to Cassrria, recognised, Calomeria and Hqeckeria .ts sepamte genera distinct from
Acomis and, Rutidosrs; his generic taxonomy has been accepted in Australia. Thc African plants that
had been placed in Calomeria rre now considered to be epappose specics of llelichrlsum (Hilliard,
and Burfr 1973, Hil l ird 1983).

In 1896 Mueller and Tate formally published Humea gradll ima which Muellcr (1893) had
previously mentioned by name only; they sugg0sted that it was'closely all ied toA comismaua'. The
formcr Llxon was subsequently described irdependently by Hemsley (1905) as a rew genus and
spccies, Thiseltonio dleri. It differs from the species currently included in Acomis in beirg a delictte
minutely glandular-puberulous annual, in having lhe outcr f lorets female with very slender,l-lobed
corollas, in having (in the bisexual florels) truncate style appendagcs with a central subulate apex,
and in havirg a dilphano us papillose pericarp that is united to the pale brown papery testa. In Acomis
the species are more or lcss woolly, the florets arc all bisexual, and the p3ricarp is thick, crustaceous
and free from the membrunous tesl,.

The species currcntly placed in Aconiis , Rutidosis, and Thiseltonia haye involucral bracts with
similar clcarly demarcated stereomcs which completely enclose the vascular strands, they also hitve
similff corollx shapes, and similar small anthers in which the tails are fine and difficult to discem.

Although Bentham ( 1867, 1873) recognised both Acomis:urdRrridosrs DC. (1838) he considered
their sepantion to be a ificial since it was based solely on the presence (in Ratidosrs) or absence (in
Acrmrs) of apappus. The species ofthe two genera can also be divided into two groups basedon thcir
style morphology. In one group the style appendage is truncrte while in thc other it is narrowly
trii]ngular. In the former group are found the type species ofboth Rulidosrs andAcomrs , vrz. Ruttdosis
helichrysoides DC. rtld Acomis macro F. Muell.; in the latter group are fould Rutidosi.s leucantha
F.Mucll. andAcorzrs aconra (F.Muell.) Druce. Further wolk may indicate thatA comis at\d Rittidosis
are bcst treated xs being congcncric, or it may suggcst that the genedc circumscription within the
complex should bebased more on the morphology ofrhe styleapex rnd less on thepresenceor absence
ofa pappus; if the former ttxoromy werc dccided or then the correct name for thc complex would
beRr/irlorrr, ifthe lrtter then a new gcneric neme would bc rcquired for those spccies with acuminate
stylc apices including the sirrgle Acozrs species dcscribed in this papcr

Anderbcrg (1991) commerts on the close relationship between Acoais and RatiTosis and on the
mffked similarity of lhese genera to Leptofilnchos utd Chrysocephalurn. I agrce with the first
obseryalion but not the second sincc I consider that the morphology of the achenes and of the
involucral bmcts in the fint pair ofgenera is so obviously distinct from the morphology ofthe achenes
and bracts in the second p:lir as to providc a clear generic scpffrtion.

Acomis

Acomis kakadu Paul G. Wilson, sp. nov. (Figure 1)

Herba erecta ad 40 cm alta, gossypinr. Folia lineffia, 2-4(8) cm longa. Involucrum hemisphcricum;
bracteae multiserirtae, homomorphicae: lamina ovata, albl, 4-8 mm longa. Receptaculum conicum,
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Fi|6ule l. Acotllis kaklldu. A & B - hrb;i. C cluster of capitula. D- reccplacle. E intennediate involucral bract. F-floret.
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