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Figute l. Wurmbea calcicold. A - habit (tunics ofcorm removed); B - perianth ard stamens, in paf, (nectaries shown by
mottling); C - tepal and stamen, lateral vie\r: D - gynoecium; E - immature capsules. Drawn by S.J. Patdck ftom the type.
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The new species conforms we to the cunent generic descriptions (Macfarlane 19g7, Nordenstam
J986) in all respects except ovule number, for which it has an unusually low number. Austrarian
wu-rmbea species have previously been recorded as having 10-25 ovures per locure (Macfarlane
1987). Apparently the situation is similar in African species, where one species has been recorded
as having an excaptionally low number, 4_6 ovules per locule (Sterling 1973).

wurmbea pygmaea (Hopper 5872) grows nearby in similar soil conditions to w. calcicola.
W. monantha, another coastal, limestone inhabiting species could also be expected, although it has
not so far been collected at the type rocarity of w. carcicora. Two other species often fJund on
limestone, although occuring several hundred k ometres fu her north, are M inframediana and
W. odorata.

Conset-vation stqtus. Wurmbea calcicola was declared rare in September 19g7 a sWurmbea sp.,Cape
Naturaliste, s.D. Hopper 5871' and cu'ently has the conservation code R (Declared Rare Frora,
Atkins 1992). No further populations have been discovered since then. All the known plants are in
the Leeuwin-Naturariste National park. consequentry, arthough its restricted distribution in an area
subject to human recreationar usage praces the species at risk, it has legal and managementprotection.

Etymology. The epithet is from theLatin cctlcium, calcium or lime and -cola, dweller referring to its
growing over limestone.
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