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Figrlre l. Stylidiumpulyinifome. A -floN|eirnlplant;B - leafofbasal rosette showing adaxial view (right) and lateral view (left);

C Ihypunthium sttowing indumentum ofglandular hairs; D - corolla (left) showing detail of thrcat (right); E - enlarged section

of thi corolla tube showing ledgelike appendage in throat; F - labellum; G - lateral view of colunm (left), with the stigma grown

out (right);H - adaxial view ofcolumn and antheN (left), with the stigma $own out (right); I - abaxial view ofcolurm showilg

anther stage (left) ard stigma stage (righ0. Scale bar = 1 mm Drawn from Irltrle 121 (PERTH)'
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other specimens exctmined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Lake Johnston, 17 October 1984,

H. Detwrz 10354 (KPBG); where the Phillips River crosses the Hyden-Ravensthorpe road, c 4km

N ofthejunction ofFitzgemld and Beatty Roads, 17 October 1990,AIIen Lowrie 121 (PERTH, MEL)

and 7 December 1990, Atten lnwie 22O (PERTH); 2 miles east of Duladgin Rocks (31"10'5

119'41'E) north ofYellowdine,2 September 1966, A.R. Main s.n (PERTH)'

Distibution. Coolgardie Distdct of the South-western Intezone and the Roe District of South-west

Botanical Province (Beard 1980), extending from Yellowdine in the north to Mt Madden in the south

and eastwards to Lake Johnston.

Ecology. This species occurs in white sand on the malgins of winter fieshwatel pools and in salt-free

soils Jove the high water line of salt lakes. The associated vegetation is a sbntbland of Melaleuca

thyoides Tvcz. and Danuiniq diosmoides (DC.) Benth.

Flowering p eriod. September-November.

conservqtion st(ltus. GALM Conservation code for western Australian Flora: Priority one - Poorly

Known Taxa - known from one or a few (generally <5) populations which are under threat

Chromosorue number. n=14.

Etymology. The specific epithet alludes to the habit ofthe new species in forming colonies of cushion-

like plants.

Discussion

The new species is distinctive, although clearly rel ated to S. corymbosumR Br' and S lepidum

Benth. These three species are similar in having small, cymose inflorescences (not racemes), and

ledgelike thoat appendages borne well down in the throat (Erickson 1958). stylidium pulvinifurme

differs from s. corymbosum and s. lepiduminhaving a very short glandular scape, very short leaves

with white hyaline margins (serrate near the apex) and acarinate ridge on theil abaxial surface; white

corolla lobes, which are marked red at base, and a short oYary. The column of s. pulviniforne rs

similar to that ofs. I ep idum in thatthey both work from below, the pollen or stigma touching the lower

side of an insect's abdomen.

Key ta SElidium pulviniforme and relat€d speci€s

1. Leaf margins entire ......,.............. ....... .. S.corymbosum

1. I-eaf margins serate

2. Scape glabrous; labellum with apical point ...................." S lepidum

2. Scape densely glandular hairy; labellum without apical point .... ............ .... S. pulvinforme

The seed coats of stytidium species appear to provide a useful taxonomic chalacter fol

identification, and itis ourintention to examinethis featule in forthcorning publicatons. S. pulvinifurme

has a seed coat with a densely papillate surface. (Figure 3)
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