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gynophore (inA. clydonophora, A. distich.t, A. durabilis, A. heterochroa andA.pygmaeathe gytophote

is 0.5-l mm long; in the other species of the Group ib- gynophore is shorter or absent). To
aocommodate the very large numbers of stamens (which are among the most numerous ofany species
in the subgenus) the torus is commonly enlarged and it sometimes is supported on a distinct yet very

short gynandrophore (e.g. A. pygmdea). Judging fiom Figures 2-4 in Robbefise (1974) the Atiican
species of subgenus Aculeiferum possess some of the characters described here for members of the
"Acacia mlrtifoliq Group". Another seemingly unique feature for subgenus Phyllodineae is the

multiple ovaries which are consistently found in A. celqst folia (very rarely A. durabilis at\d A.
pygmaecthave 2 ovaries in a few tlowers of the heads).

As discussed by Guinet er al. (1980) A. gilberlii Meissner, which is traditionally placed in section
Pulchellae (Benth.) Taub. on account of its bipinnate foliage, is closely related to A. myrtfolia and

A. celastrilblia. Acacia urophyllaBenth. andA. scalpe iformisMeissner, which also have 4-merous

flowers, are not far removed from the Group even though they have prominently 2-4-nerved phyllodes.

Indeed, in the classification proposed by Vassal (1972) A. myrtifuIia and A. urophyLla werc included

in the one inf'rageneric category, namely, section PuLchelloidea subsection Mqgniscutellqe (this

subsection also included the phyllodinous speciesA. exler.ta Lindley andA. willdenov,ianaH.L.Wendl.
(syn. A. diptera Lindley) as well as three speoies of section PuLcheLlae, A. drummondii Lindley,

A. pentadenia Lrndley and A. pulchella R. Br .).

With the exception ofA. myrtfolia itsell t}.e members of the "A cacia mynifulirtCtroup" are confined

to temperate and semi-arid areas of southwest Western Australia. Acqcia myrtifolla occurs usually in

coastal and near-coastal areas duoughout Australia except Northem Territory and the Australian Capital

Territory.

Key to taxa of the "Acacia myrffilia Group"

(Numbered taxa are described in the present work below.)

1 .  S t ipu les  pers is ten t ,2 -10  mm long;  pod marg ins  no t  undu la te  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

la. Stipules early caducous OR ifpenistent then lcss than I mm long;
pod marg ins  undu la te  o r  no t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4

2. Branchlets not pruinose, olten hairy ......... A. obovqtq

2a.  Branch le ts  p ru inose,  g labrous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

3. Phyllodes ell iptic, 15-30 mm wide with l:w = 1.5-2; seeds
long i tud ina l  in  the  pods  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  .  A .  durab i l i s

3a. Phyllodes narrowly ell iptic,4-12 mm wide with l:w = 3-6; seeds
t ransverse  in  the  pods  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .4 .  t te r rosa

4. Phyllodes 2-nerved (the second nerve commonly less
prominent than midrib); pod margins not undulate ..............................5

4a. Phyllodes prominently l-nerved; pod margins
consp icuous ly  unduIa t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6

5. Heads 3-4-flowered; peduncles 4-7 mm long; branchlets
prominent ly r ibbed(not f la t tened) . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6 .A .p lqmaea

5a. Heads 6-7 flowered; peduncles 7-11 mm long; branchlets
c lear ly f la t tenedwi th thephy l lodesd is t i chous lyar ranged. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 .A .d is t i cha
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Erect, openly branched, single-stemmecl shrubs 0.1-l.5 mtall Bar,t smooth, normally grey atbase

of stems and reddish brown or sometimes orange on branches and branchlets. Branches andbranchlets

terete, striate (ribs prominent and yellow or red brown, extending to old wood), glabrous, occasionally

pruinose. New shoots red-brown at first but becoming purplish and Jightly pruinose. S/iP&le.t early

caducous. Phl'Ik es vau.ablein shape and size, t asymmetric with the adaxial margin normally more

convex than the abaxial, elliptic to nanowly elliptic with some tending to obovate to oblancaolate,

sometimes lanceolate, nofthern populations 4-7 cn long and 1 5-3 cm wide (to 9.5 x 4 cm onjuYenile

plants), to 12 cm long on southern populations, length to width ratio 2-4(5 5), straight, sometimes

falcately recuryed, patent to inclined, t thinly coriaceous, slightly undulate when dry, glabrous'

glaucous to sub-glaucous; mldriD prominent, yellow to reddish, normally concurrent with the lower

margin for 2 7 mm above the pul",lnus; marginal nen'es prominent, yellow or reddjsh; lateral nelves

openly reticulate, normally obscure when dry (scalcely evident when fresh); a2er obtuse-mucronate

to acute, the mucro c. I mm long, thickened indurate and very coarsely pungent when dry; base unequal;

pulvinus 2-4.5 mm long, terete, sonetimes slightly dilated at the base, obscurely longitudinally ridged.

Gland prominent, situated on the upper margin of the phyllode at distal end of the pulvinus or up to

l-4 mrn (rarely to 8 mm) above it, oblong, 1.2-2 mm Jong, shallowly concave, the l ip yellowish or

red brown and sometimes slightly raised, the orifice distinct, dark blown and slit-like. Inflorescences

glabrous, predominantly rrcenose, rarely interspersed with a few simple, axil lary heads' racernes

solitary within phyllode axils towards the ends of the branchlets, (2)5-33 mm long, 3- l4-headed, the

axes slightly flexuose and prominently ribbed. Peduncles 5-7 mm )ong; basal pedunculal bracts absent

at anthesis. Heads arc m to creamy yellow, globular', subJoosely 5-7-flowered Brqcteoles sub'

persistent, ovate, c. I mn 1ong, sessile, concave, glabrous, brown. Flo 'ers 4-nerous' glabrous' tor-us

slightly expanded; buds obtuse, quite large. Calyx 115-1/3 the length ofthe corolla, gamosepalous' t

truncate to very shallowly divided into broadly triangulal lobes separated by sinuses, the lobes not

thickenecl; calyx tube nerveless and broad-based. Perals divided alnost to the base, ell iptic, 3 x 1.5

mm, not reflexed at anthesis, very finely striate (the nelves subnerged), apices thickened and bluntly

acrte. ONary 1 per flower, deflexed at apex of a vely short gynophore, glabrous S/4zl€,.t very

nomerous. Pods l inear, to 7 cm long, 4-5 rnm wide, sometimes t twisted when young, erect,

arustaceous to sub-woody, curved, glabrous, not reticulate, scarcely raised over the seeds, not or very

slightly constricted between the seeds, thickened, apex acute and slightly uncinate; marginal nerves

thick and undulate. Seeds longitudinal in the pod, narrowly oblong, 5-6 mm long, 2.5-3 mm wide'

sbiny, dark brown; areole open, 3.5-4 x I mm; funicle c. I mm long, abruptly expanded into an thick,

short. curved aril situated at base of seed.

Selecte{l specimens exannined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Bconanarring Brook (proposed Nature

Reselve), olf Wannamal W Road, Gingin,J.J. Affbrd236 (PERTH); Mount Lesueur,J.S. Beard782O

(PERTH); Cataby, Reserve 2'7995, D.K. Coughron 0105(A) (PERTH); NE of Mount Lesueur,

R.J. C runfiekJ 1232 (CANB, PERTH); Barletts Spring,25 kn N of Gingin, G.1 Kelglzerl8040 (CANB'

PERTH)i 4 krn E of Brand Highway on Yandan Road, c. 2.1 km S of Cataby, B R. Mctstin 5358

(PERTH): proposcd Mount Lesueur Nature Reserve, c. 3 klTr due NE ofMount Lesueur',B l? Masll,

5361, 5362 and 5362.4 (all PERTH); 5.9 km E along Cadda Road ftom junction with Munbinea Road'

S. Patrick andA. Brown SP 1317 (30' 23'S, I 15" I7'E); [E of] Jurien Bay, R.D Royce 7708 (PERTH)

Distributiott. southwest westem Australia in the Irwin and Dar'ling Botanical Districts (1:250,000

maps H50-9; H50-10,14). Principally found at the nofihern end of the Gairdner Range in the viciDity

of Mount Lesueur ((]. 105 km due south-southeast of Dongara), also with scattered populations

occu[ing to the southeast fron near Cataby (c. 45 km due west of Moora) to the vicinity of Gingin,

and an occurrence east of Jurien Bay.
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S/rrrDs normally to c. I m tall but reaching 2 m in sheltered situations, spreading, rnedium dense,

dividing just above ground level into 3-5 principal, rigid branches, phyllodes concentrated towards

the ends of the branches and normally shed with age leaving the branches marked with sca$ on raised

leaf bases. Bark on o1d wood light grey, more or les s smooth. B ranchLets flattened towards their apices

but becoming terete with age, f inely nerved, glabrous, apically greenish, not pruinose. S/i lr les

iiequently early caducous and leaving a dark brown scar at the base of the phyllode, depressed ovate

to shallowly triangular,0.5-0.7 mm long, c. I mm wide, glabrous, dark brown. Pftyllodes distichous

on the t'lattened, terminal portion of the branchlets but spirally arranged with age as the branchlet

becomes terete, ell iptic, slightly asymmetric, size variable even on a single specimen, 15-27(33) mm

long and 4-11(15) mm wide with length to width ratio 2 4 on upper part of branchlets, seemingly

normally shed with age but if persistent can reach 43 mm long and 22 mm wide lower down, not or

very slightly undulate, thinly co aceous, glabrous, brightmediurn green;midrlb sometimes concur-rent

with the lower margin tbr a shofi distance above the pulvinus, curved upwards at about l/3 the distance

from the base, ir minor second longitudinal nerve arising from the pulvinus on the adaxial side of the

midrib and trending towards the apex but not reaching it, lateral nerves openly reticulate but not readily

seen on small phyllodes; aper obtuse, minutely nucronulate; base slightly unequal; pulvinus c. I rnm

long, light brown. Gland not prominent, situated on upper nargin of phyllode 2-5 mm aboYe the
pu lv inus ,  ra re ly  absent ,  concave,  no t  ra ised ,  ob long,  0 .4 -  l (1 .7 )  mm long,  0 .2 -0 .5  mm wide .

Inflorescences glaltrous, racemose but the racames intenpe$ed with a few simple heads, rarely the

entire plant possessing simple inflorescences; raceme axes normally c. '1 mm long, 2(3)-headed,

growing out as a leafy shoot with simple inflorescences sometirnes arising within the axils of the young

phyllodes. Peduncles 7-11 mm long; basal peduncular bracts deciduous or sonetimes persrstent,

triangular, concave, c. I mm long, sessile, glabrous, brown. lleads globular, bright cream, loosely 6-

7 flowered. B racteoles E\angrlar to elliptic, acute, c. I rnm long, concave, sessile, glabrous. Flowers
,1-merous, glabrous, stamens and ovaries situated on a swollen torus; flower buds ellipsoid, obtuse.

Calyx c. 114 thelength of the corolla, gamosepalous, I truncate to very shallowly divided into broadly

triangular lobes separated by sinuses, the lobes not thickened; calyx tube nerveless and broad-based.

Petals elltptic, c. 3 mm long and 1.5 mm wide, free to base and not prominently reflexed at anthesis,

very slightly thickened at apex, greenish yellow. Ouarl I per flower, glabrous, deflexed at apex of a

slender gynophore c. I mm long. Stamens very numerous. Pods (few seen) narrowly oblong, to 4

cm long, 5 mm wide, sub-nutant (the basal stipe t deflexed), crustaceous to sub-woody, very slightly

curved, glabrous, dark brown, not reticulate, very slightly twisted, very slightly raised over but not

constricted between seeds, apex acute; margins not undulate, thickened. Seedr (almost mature)

longitudinal in the pod witbin shallow clepressions separated by transverse partit ions, oblongoid but

truncate along edge adjacent to the aril, 4 mrn long, 2.5 mm wide, rather compressed ( 1.5 mm thick),

slightly shiny, medium brown, with an obscure, dul1, dark brown peripheral band; pleurogram very

obscure, with a narrow opening towards the hilum; areole c. 3 mm long and 1.3 mm wide; funicle

filifonn, 1.5 mm long, scarcely dilated at the attachment to the pod, expanded into a once fblded,
yellowish (when dly dark brown near the hilum) aril.

Other specimens exulined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Comckerup Creek, February 1934, E.T. Bailey

s.rr. (PERTH 00195642); creek line in tributary of Steere River, c. hallway between Kundip Mine and

Elverdton Mine, Ravensthorpe Range, G. Craig 20ll (PERTH); Ravensthorpe district, November

1944, C.A. Gqrdner s.n. (PERTH 00195693,00195707); 1 km N ofTwin Bay, from SW slopes of

Thumb Peak, Fitzgerald River National Park, B.R. Maslin 5553 (CANB, K, MO, PERTH); Thumb

Peak, Fitzgerald River National Park, K. Newbey 2726 (PERTH) and 3419 (BRI, CANB, K, MEL,

NY, PERTH); 2 krn SW ofThumb Peak, K. Newbey 4894 (AD, CBG, NSW, PERTH).

Distributiou. Southwest Western Australia in the Eyre Botanical District (l:250,000 maps I50-12;

151 5). Principally confined to the Fitzgerald River National Park (southwest of Ravensthorpe) in the
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Typr.rs. near Mount Desmond, c. l l  krn S ofRavensthorpe, Western Aushalia, 20 December l9Tl,

B.R. Maslin 2566 (holo: PERTH 00693669; iso: CANB, K, MEL, NY, PERTH 00150703)

Spreading, moderately open, single-stemmed shrubs 0.'l -2ttt tall. Bar& smooth, green orbrownish'

s:liate. Branchlets terete, pruinose between the prominent reddish brown ribs, glabrous. SliPrle't

persistent, prominent, (5)7-10(12) mm long, indurate, ooarsely pungent, basally thickened, patent to

ascending, t straighl. Phyllodes elllptic, slightly asymmetric, size variable, normally 1.5-4 cm long

ancl 1 .5-3 cm wide with length to width ratio 1.5-2, rather codaceous, t crowded towards ends of

branches, slightly to moderately undulate, glabrous, olive green;midrlD prominent, raised when dry,

yellowish, marginal nerves thickened and pale red buttuming yel)owish with age; Iateral nerves openly

anastonosing, evident on large phyllodes but less so on smaller ones, diverging at an angle of c. 60'

tiom the midrib but the lowelmost one on the adaxial side ofthe midrib often diverging at c 30";.7Pe-rr

obtuse, with a distinct yet minute, deflexed, subulate, coarsely pungent, apical mucro c 1mrnlong.

Glard prominent, situated on the adaxial margin of the phyllode 2-4 mm above the base, circular or

oblong, l-1.9 mm long, l ip surrounding a prominent but shallow or\ttce. Inflorescences simple,

axillary, l(2) per node, very rarely interspersed with 1 2 headed racemes having axes 1-3 mm long

Peduncles (12)17'25(27) nm long, glabrous, often lightred when young but turning yellow with age'

slightly dilated into a sub-capitate receptacle; basal peduncular bracts absent. Ileads globular, cream

to pale yellow, 6-9-flowered, flowers not densely afiar9ed. BracteoLes somewhat deciduous' ovate,

concave! c. 1mm long, sessile, glabrous, light brown. FlorteJ"J 4-merous, glabrcus, stamens and ovaries

situated on a swollen hemispherical torus; flower buds obtuse, obtusely quadran gular. CaLyx l/4-l/3

the length of the corolla, gamosepalous, t truncate to very shallowly divided into rounded or broadly

triangular lobes separated by wide sinuses, the lobes not thickened; calyx tube nerveless and broad-

based. Perals elliptic, acute, c. 4 mm long, 2 mm wide, free to base at anthesis, thickened towards the

apex, very obscurely 1-nerved. Ovary- I (very rarely 2) per flower, glabrous, slightly deflexed at apex

of a gynophore c. I mm long. Stamens very numarous. Pods narrowly oblong, to 6 cm long and 6-

8 mm wide, with up to 9 seeds, cl'ustaceous to sub woody, wholly or partially spirally twisted once or

twice, glabrous, dark reddish brown, not reticulate, very siightly raised over the seeds, insigniticantly

constricted between tbe seeds, apex abruptly acute and I uncinate, basal stipe to 3 mm long; margins

not undulate, thickened. Seeds longitudinal in thepod, in distinct depressions separated by tmnsYerse

partit ions, ell ipsoid but truncate along edge adjacent to ali l , c. 4 rnm long, 2 5-3 mm wide, slightly

compressed (c. 2 mm thick), glossy, brown; pleurogram obscure, nar:rowed and open towards the hilum;

areole c. 2.5 x 1.5 mm; funicle c. I rnm long, filiforrn and yellowish but tlattened, dark brown and

dilated at attachment to pod, this flattened portion olien remajning attached at pod valve following

dehiscence, distally expanded into a srrall yellowish aril which is dark brownish near the hilum.

Selacted specimens examined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Ravensthorpe Range, behind Elverdton

mine on lower track to Kundip, l Decenber 1981, E.M. Bennett s.n. (PERTH 00150274); l l  krESE

of Ravensthorpe, 0.5 krn E of Mount Desnond, M.D. Crisp 495'1 (CBG, PERTH); Marra crossing

over Pall inup River on Highway No. 1, October 1971, SuperintendentDdrlels s.tt. (PERTH 00150649);

Jerdacuttup River, C.A. Gardner 13755 (PERTH); E side of Mount Desmond, c 7 miles I1 1.2 kml

ESE of Ravensthorp e,A.S. Cleorge 3659 (NSW, PERTH); Mount Desmond, l0 km S ofRavensthorpe,

B.R. Mttslin 4050 (PERTH); Kundip, K. Newbey 2494 (K, PERTH); Ravensthorye Range, 7 km NE

of Ravensthorpe, K.R. Newbey 11799 (PERTH).

Distribution. Southwest Westem Australia in the Eyre Botanical District (l:250,000 rnaps 150-12;

151-5). Most common in the Ravensthorpe Range from Mount Desmond south to Kundip also with

a collection 7 km northeast of Ravensthorpe (c. l2 km northwest of Mount Desmond) A single

collection has been made fiom the Jerdaouttup River (c. [ 0 krn east of Ravensthorpe Range) and also
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seemingly absent or few and very obscure (more apparent on large phyllodes); apical point subulate,

t pungent, I -3 mm long, straight or slightly curved, brown; pulvinar area c 0 5 mm long, yellowish,

a clearly differentiated and wrinkled pulvinus not developed. Gland insignificant, situated on the upper

margin of the phyllode 0- 10 mm above the base, not raised, oblong, 0.2-0.3(0.4)mm long, 0 l-0.2(0 3)

mm wide. Inflorescences simple or racemose . Racemes 5-35 mm long and 2-8-headed. Peduncles

5-25 mm long, I (2) per node, glabrous, reddish when young, finely longitudinally sulcate when dryi

basal peduncular bracts absent at anthesis. lleads globular, bright lemon yellow, 7- 10 mm diam , 5- I 2-

flowered, flowers not densely ananged. Bracteoles tpetsistent, oblong to ovate, shallowly concave,

c. I nrrn long, dark brown. Flowers A-merous, glabrous; buds ovoid to narrowly ovoid, obtuse, reddish

when young. Calyx 115-1/4 the length of the corolla, gamosepalous, a funcate to very shallowly

divided into rounded or broadly triangular lobes separated by wide sinuses, the lobes not thickened;

calyx tube nerveless and broad-based. Petals narrowly ovate, acuminate, apex thickened' c. 5 nm

long and 2 mm wide, free to base and spreading but not reflexed at anthesis Ouary I per flower,

glabrous, slightly deflexed at apex of a thick, terete gynophore which is c. 0.6 mm long Pods lir'err,

to 6.5 cm long, 3-4 mm wide with 7-8 seeds, erect! coriaceous-crustaceous to sub-woody, curved,

glabrous, purplish red and slightly pruinose when young (drying black), not reticulate, apex shortly

and abruptly uncinate, neither constricted between nor obviously raised over seeds, dehiscing at first

along the dorsal suture but the valves completely separating by splitting from the base; margins

prominently undulate and sometimes thus giving the pod a twisted appearance, thickened, yellowish

to light brown. Seeds (srbsp. heterocftroa) longitudinal in the pod, oblongoid, 3.5-4 mm long' 1.8-2 2

mm wide, somewhat comprcssed (l.3 mm thick), glossy, brown, greyish brownjust prior to maturity,

with a very obscure, dark brown peripheral line; pleurogram very obscure, narrowed and open towards

the hilum: areole c. 2.5 mm long and I mm wide; tunicle minute and filiform, abruptly expanded into

a thick, curved, yellowish aril 2 mm long.

Distribution. Occurs in the Ravensthorpe and Holt Rock distdcts, southwest Western Australia.

Two allopatric subspecies are recognized (see key above).

4a, A. heterochroa Maslin subsp. heterochroa

PhylLodes elliptic with some tending obovate or ovate, so[letirnes broadly elliptic or almost circu]ar,

apical point :t pungent, 15-35 mm long, l0-25 mm wide. Inflorescences mostly simple and initiated

on developing new shoots within axils of diminutive phyllodes, the subtending phyllodes commonly

not fully expanded by anthesis, sornetimes interspersed with a few short axillary racemes (5- l7 mm

long and 2-7-headed), occasionally falsely racemose at ends of branchlets apparently due to suppression

of the subtending phyllodes. Peduncles l0-25 mm long, normally single in axils of reduced phyllodes

at ends of branchlets, sometimes a few in short racernes 5-17 mm long; heads 8-12-flowered

Selected specimens examined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 40 km due N ofRavensthorpe, KL Brcdby

90 (PERTH)I 21.25 km S of Coujinup Hrll, M.A. Burgman and S. McNee MAB 2009 (PERTH);

Ravensthorpe, ./. Goodwin 231(PERTH); Mount Desmond, c. 1 1 km S of Ravensthorpe, B.R. Maslin

2568 (K, PERTH); 0.5 miles 10.8 kml E of Elverdton Mine, KR. Nett'bey 938 (K, PERTH); road to

Mount Short, east oflake King - Ravensthorpe road, R.A. Sdfie) 375 (AD, BRI, MEL, NY, PERTH);

4 km SE of Ravensthorpe on hill 1 km E of main road to Hopetoun, P.G. lVllson 5519 (NSW, PERTH);

Ravensthorpe Range, c.8krnNof Ravensthol?e, P.G. lVilson'7915 (CBG, MO, PERTH)

Distribution. Southwest Westem Australia in the Eyre Botanical District (t:250,000 maps 150-8,

151-5). Occurring predominantly in the Ravensthor?e Range from Mount Short southeast to ths vicinity
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l0-35 mm long, 2-8-headed and rnostly aggregated rowards the ends of the branchlets; peduncles 5- 10

mm long. Heads 5-6 flowered. Mature seed r.v

Other sltecimens exaizized. WESTERN AUSTR A.LIA: Timber Reserve n. 20342, 32" 39'S' I l9' 14'8,

K.l. Atki$ lll20 (CANB, K, PERTH); Vatley, 8 km E of Rabbit Proof Fence on Carstairs Road, B &

B. BackhouseHl3O (PERTH) andM Pieroni 90/2 (PERTH); Holt Rock,A Dirrsse 2 (PERTH);South

Ironcap, K.R. Newbey 3356 (PERTH).

Distibutio . Southwest Western Australia in the Roe Botanical District ( l:250,000 map 150-4)'

Known only from the few localit ies l isted above in the Holt Rock district, some 100 km north of the

typical subspecies.

HaDllat Grows mostly on lateritic gravel occasionally with sand, or in rocky loarn, appearing to tavour

hil ltops or l idges in woodland or heath.

Flowering dndfruiting periods. Flowering specimens recorded fbrJuly and Septembel. Mature sterile

pods have been collected in December.

DiscLtssion. The superficial differences, particularly phyllode shape, between subsp. rurerlli and the

typical subspecies seem quite large. However, in the absence ofhaving seen pods of subsp roberti i

it seems best that it not be alTorded species rank at the present time.

Conservation st':tus' CALM Conservation Codes fbr Western Austlalian Flora: Priority Two - Poorly

Knr rn  n  fa r r .  See end o l  Ih is  i \ \ r rc .

Erynology. Namecl in honour. of Robert Frederick Maslin, rny brother, who discovered the subspecies

and collected the type.

5. Acacia myrtifolia (Smith) Wilid., Sp. Pl.4th edn, '1: 1054 (1806)

Mitnosa nlrtifolia Smith, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 1: 252 (1791); Phyllodttce nyfiilblit (Smith)

L ink ,Handbuch2:133(11331) i  Cupar i t la  myr t i fu l ia  (Sn i th )  Raf . ,  Sy lva  Te l lu r .  120(11338) .  l lpas
cultivated at Sion Gardens, seed from New South Wales, f lowered 1790, T. Hoy (n.v.) Note: A

specimen at Kew, ex herb. Bishop Gooclenough, labelled "Mimosa myrtifolia. Botany Bay - 1194"

was cited as isotype by Pedley (1980: 258), however, this was seemingly collected tbree years after

the publication of the name.

A. tnqryi dtaR.Br. in W.T. Aiton, Hortus Kew. 2nd edn, 5:462 (1813); Mimosa marginatd (R Br')

Poiret, Encycl. Meth. (Bot.) Suppl. 5: 530 (1817), noTn lnval (combination not actually made);

A. mt'rtif'oLia t. auBrslirfoftQ Benth., Fl. Austral 2: 377 ( 1864 ), A. m!rtifoli.l \^r. angustfolia (Benth')

Benth., Trans. Ljnn. Soc. London 30: 475 (1875) Lecbtype (l ide Maslin & Cowan' ): 
"Mimosa "

King George III Sound lAlbany, Westem Australial, Dec l801, R Bron'n (BM - upper lett hand

fruit ing specimen on sheet t it led "lter Australiense, 1802-5" and bearing [Britten no.] 4336 )

A. trigona A.DC' Huitjeme Not. Pl. Rar' Geneve 20 (1840); Men Soc. Phys. Geneve 9: 94 ( 1841)'

Tyrus; "Culta in hortis Genevensibus. Floret Maio " (a.r'.) Note: The tbllowing specimen at G,

collected one year alier the original publication of this name, and annotated "trigona" by A.P de

Candolle, rvas l ikely 1{] have come liom the type plant "Acacia trigona Alph DC.! h genev' noti i

Cu i t .  Genev.  1841" .
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kml SE ofBoyup Brook on the road to Cranbrook, B.R. Mdrltr 636 (MEL, NSW, PERTH); Bendering

Reserve, c. 18 km due ENE of Bendering Siding, .B.R. Maslin 5165 (CANB, K, MEL, NY, PERTH);

l0 km SW of Ongerup, K. Nenbey 9494 (PERTH); on road between Gairdner River and Bremer Bay

Road, S. Pazsl592 (PERTH); near Spencer's house [Strawbeny Hil l Farm, Albany], LPlelss 920 (G,

LD, MO, NY, P, STRAS); creek behind S end of Mylies Beach, near East Mount Barren, A.M Rodd

5085 a\dJ. McCarlft) (NSW, PERTH); Wanen, F.M. C Sclacft 58 (PERTH); N and E ofBrockmans

stockyards, Wanen district, l8 October 1916, F.M. Schock s.n. (PERTH 00191949); Torbay Inlet,

adjacent to Mutton Bird Island, P.S. Short 2630, wirh M. Amerena and B'A. Fuhrer (MEL, PERTH);

eastcrn base of Flinders Peak, Middle Island, A.S. Weston 888 L (PERTH).

SOUTH AUSTRA.LIA: Willunga, c. 50 krn south of Adelaide, Mine road to Victor Harbour, c 5km

S of Willunga, /.Z Weber 560 (AD,PERTH); Manning Reserye near MaclarenFlat, D J.E. Wl bley

l33l (AD); Menglers Hil l, near Tanunda, c. 60 km northeast of Adelaide, D."/.-E. WhiDley 3806 (AD,

PERTH).

QUEENSLAND: Mount Ernest, McPherson Range, P.1. ForsterandG. LeiPer, LH Bird (BRL CBG.

K, NSW, PERTH); Kroombit Tops, c. 65 klr SSW of Gladstote.W.J.F. McDonald 1014 (BRI). NEW

SOUTH WALES: Bahai Temple, Ingleside, R. Coven! 11084 and P ll izd (NSW, PERTH)i Blue

Mountains, 0.3 knr S along track which intersects Bells Line ofRoad, 4.6 kn E of Bilpin, B.R. Maslit

5878 (NSW, PERTH); Belmont North, T. Iarte 2039 (PERTH).

VICTORIA: Western Little Desert National Park, A. C. Beauglehole ACB 8'7'701 and L.W Heubner

(MEL, PERTH); East Gippsland, Genoa Peak, S. Forbes29l I (MEL, PERTH); Melbourne suburban

area, Croyden, reserve between Exeter Road and Holloway Road, west ofNeuparth Road, B R. Masliii

5864 (AD, K, MEL); Dandenongs, Menzies Creek area, J.H. Ross2797 (AD, BRI, CBG, HO, MtiL,

PERTH),
TASMANIA: Clarkes Island, Fulneaux Group, /.S. Whinray 1692 (MEL).

Distribution. Widespread and common in temperate southem Australia, occuning in all states. Grows

on sand or sand over laterite or granite, in forcst, woodland, scrub or heath, often in coastal and near-

coastal areas.

FLotvering and fruiting periods. Flower buds have been recorded from May to November however

the main flush of flowering is from August to October. Developing pods are present from September

and reach maturation in November and December.

Vqridtiotl. In Western Australia this is a somewhat variable species and is here broadly cit'cumscribed

because detailed analyses of variation patterns arc needed to asce ain appropriate ranks for the variants

noted below. Specimens from fbrest regions at the western end of the range (roughly west of Albany;

also some specimens fiom Kangaroo Island, South Australia) have long, l inear to vely narrowly ell iptic

phyllodes with length to width ratio mostly >10 (elsewhere length to width ratio is <10). This variant

has been described as A. merginatd, A. tnyrtiJolia var. anSustifolia and A. acutifulia (see below). A

specimen with especially large phyllodes (to 13 x 3.5 cm), collected from Cape Riche (i.e. K Nerrbel

4466, PERTH), presurnably coresponds to the entity described as A. m1'rtifulia var. ,14ior (however,

the type ofthis name has not been seen). The most inland specimens in Western Australia have bright

lenon yellow heads (e.g. B.R. Maslin 5165 7 but elsewhere in Western Australia the heads are creamy
yellow; in eastern Australia the heads are also sometimes bright lemon yellow.

Ty'pification and s1non1'ny. Although the type of A. n4'rtifulia might be expected to be at The

Herbarium of the Linnean Society in London (LINN:lde Stafleu and Cowan 1985) I was unable to

locate it there in 1975. Accordins to Stafleu and Cowin there is material from Smith's herbarium at
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longum, capitatum. Gynoecium 1(2) per florem, deflexum. Legumina anguste oblonga, ad 30 mm

longa, 3-4 mm lata, glabra, margine incrassata, non undulata. Semina in legumine longitudinalia'

obloidea,4-5 mm longa, 2.5-2.8 mm lata, ahobrunnea.

Iyprs. Wongan Hi1ls area, 200 km northeast of Perth lprecise locality withheld for conservation

reasonsl, Western Austmlia, 27 October 1980, K.F. Kenneally 1496 (holo: PERTH 00197602; iso:

CANB, K).

Dwarf, erect single-stemmed sab-sftraDs 0.3-0.5(0.7) m tall. Bark grey at base of stems, light blown

at ends of branchlets. Branchlets prominently ribbed, ribs yellow, glabrous Slip&leJ shallowly

triangular, c. 0.5 mm long, dark brown. Phyllodes ellipticto obovate, sliShtly asymmetric, 20-30 mm

long, 9-13 mm wide, length to width ratio 2.1-2.5, not significantly undulate, thin' erect, crowded

towards ends of branchlets, shed with age, glabrous, greery midrib prominent on each face, often

slightly eccentric, normally a minor second longitudinal nerve arising flom the adaxial side of the

midrib near the pulvinus and extending for about l/2 the length of the phyllode; marginal nerves yellow

(pale red when young); lateral nerves few and obscure; apex obtuse, minutely apiculate; pulvinus c

0.5 mm long, yellow, not rugose. Gldnd not prominent, situatel on upper margin of phyllode 4-7

mm above the base, elliptic, 0.3-0.5 mm long, 0.2-0 3 mm wide. Inflorescences simple, axillary' l(2)

per node. Peduncles 4-7 mm long, glabrous; basal peduncular bracts absent. lleads globular' filaments

white but turning orange with age, 3-4-flo\tercd. Bracteoles persistent, sessile, ovate, concave' c. 0.6

mm long, yellowish but tuming brown withage. Flowers 4-merous, glabrous; mature buds large, 3 5 x

1.5 mm, ovoid-ellipsoid, bluntly acute, t 4-angled CaLyxl/5 thelength ofthe corolla, gamosepalous,

truncate to very shallowly divided into broadly triangular lobes separated by wide sinuses, the lobes

not thickened; calyx tube nerveless and broad-based. Petals elliptic,3.3-3.5 mm long, 1.8-2 mm wide'

free to base at anthesis, greenish. Gynandrophore 0.5 mm long, capitate Ovary 7 (very rarely 2) per

flower, prominently deflexed on a terete gynophore 0.5-1 mm long Pods nanowly oblong, acute, to

30 mm long, 3-4 mm wide, (1)2-4-seeded, retrorse by a strongly recuryed stipe, crustaceous, light

reddish brown, glabrous, normally not constricted between seeds, very slightly raised oYer the seeds,

dehiscing at first along the dorsal suture with the seeds remaining attached for some time, valves

recurved fbllowing their complete separation; margins not undulate, marginal nerves prominently

thickened. Seed.r longitudinal in the pod, oblongoid to ellipsoid but nalrowed towards the hilun, 4-5

mm long, 2.5-2.8 mm wide, turgid (2 mm thick), shiny, dark brown except for the areolar area which

is grey-brown, with a very shallowly concave peripheral band; pleurogram fine, open towards the

hilum, often bordered by a nanow band of yellow tissue: areole c 3 mm long, I mm wide; funicle

tiliform, c. 1 mm long, expanded into a normally once folded, yellowish aril which is brown near the

hilum.

Other specimens exanlned WESTERN AUSTRALIA: all from the one population at the type locality,

K.F. Kenneally 5891 (BRI, MEL, NSW, NY, PERTH) and 7194 (PERTH)', B R MasLin 4804, 4550

and 4550A (all PERTH).

Distribution. Southwest Western Australia in the Avon Botanical District ( 1:250'000 map H50 10)

Known only from the type locality where less than 50 plants are known to occur.

Hab i tq t . ' l hespea ies isconf inedto threead jacentddgescomposedofmass ive la te r i te ; i tdoesnot
extend down the lateritic scree slopes. Itgrows in associati on \"/ith Eucalyptus ebbanoensis, Dryandra

comosa, D. hewardiana, D. pulchelkt, ALlocasuarina campestris a\d Persooniq divergens.
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